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LETTERS, m-' 



To the E-^l of H^ 



July i^tby 1769. 

AS Junius has paid your brother in office, 
the D. of G. feveral warm addrtfles, on 
the wife management of his depart- 
ment ; and, as your L p has conduced the 
bufincfs of yours with the fame wifdom and 
with the fame fuccefs, there feems no impro- 
priety in paying you the fame compliment. 
And, that the public may the better judge of 
your minifterial condudt, I (hall endeavour to 
ftate the whole (as far as my memory furnifhes 
me with fa6b) from your firft appointment to 
the Board of Trade,** to this period. 

A peace being then concluded ; a vafl: extent: 
of territory acquired ; and the nation, as far as 
nunillerial influence would reach, made to aflenc 
and acknowledge, that though we had given up 
millions to a vanquiftied enemy, the continent 
of North America had been cheaply purchafed 5 
we were amufcd with the hopes of feeing new 
B Colonies 
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Colonies rife, and had, indeed, folid grounds to 
cxpeft everlafting fprings of wealth from thofe 
already fettled and cultivated. From hence 
every lofs was to be repaired, every burden to 
be alleviated, and all paft calamities to be 
foftened into oblivion. This was the language 
of that very Board over which your L- p 
was placed. Have thefe bleffings been pro- 
duced ? or, have we a right to expeft them from 
prefent appearances? could they poflibly fucceed 
the meafures you adopted ? Your firft attempts 
were to fettle and cultivate the two Floridas^ 
which, in America^ are as the deferts in j4fia\ 
and may, like thofe, prove the dwellings of def- 
perate villains-, but can never be made ufeful 
or advantageous to the (late. 

Your firft attempt to regulate the ancient 
Colonies, was by ftripping them of their paper 
currency, which had been one of the greateft 
means of fnpporting their trade to thefe king- 
doms ; though you, at the fame inftant, faw 
(and muft be fuppofed to concur in the meafure) 
our own fleet, fitted out, to ftop all the Mexican 
filver (which alone, could have replaced the ne- 
ceffary medium) from finding its way to them. 
You, at the fame time, recommended the laying 
heavy burdens on their Weji-India trade, by 
which they were formerly affifted to pay the 
Jpalance due to this country. You^^choed back 
to the Premier the eftablifning thofe dangerous 

Admiralty 
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Admiralty Courts, which ftill continue oppreflivc 
to the faireft trader ; and, to complete the fyf- 
tem, approved, and advifed that fatal fource of 
difcontent, the Stamp- Aft. Here, (happily for 
Great Britain) ended your £rft glorious admini- 
ftration. Your fecond is of the fame impreflion. 
The influence of the Butean party, of which 

your L p is undeniably one, unfortunately 

led the legiflature into a meafure fimilar to thole 
I have juft mentioned, which would have been 
but aukwardly enforced by a Secretary, whofc 
fentiments were utterly againft it. Hence it 
became neceflary to difcard him, and call for 
your afliftance. The firft matter of importance, 
(which, though very trifling in itfelf, became, 
by your-L— — p's wife nianagement, not only 
important, but dangerous) was the circular Let- 
ter of the Majfachufefs Aflfembly, to thofe of 
the other Provinces, written with innocence, re- 
plete with loyalty, founding with harmony, and 
diftated by reafon and good policy. Even this 
Letter you reprefented to your S n, as 

faftious, feditious, £sfr. and fell into defpotifm 
yourfelf, to make them obedient, by ordering 
the vote to be refcinded, upon pain of their diC^ 
folution. You recommended fending Troops 
and Ships of war, to keep the peace. You 
Ihould remember, my Lord, thefe are not peace 
officers, and, as might well be expefted, they 
were the firft to break it. To intimidate the 

B 2 people, 
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people, you drew up Rcfolvcs, and an Addrcfs 
to his M— y, founded on evidence from Go- 
vernor Barnard^ the Commiflloners of Revenue, 
Cuftonvhoufe Officers, and a few poor, expeftant 
and dependent creatures, whom your ^ p cor- 
i*cfponds with in Bofton % and thereby, having im- 
pofed upon, and deceived the legiflature, fandti- 
fied your defpotifm, at the expence of their laft 
Liberties; (as appears in lively colours by the 
petition of the Virginia A(!kvt\b\Y\) and, to com- 
plete your plan of folly and iniquity, you have 
recommended his M-— y to confer honours 
en the man, who, though your friend and col- 
Icgue, will never rife abbvea * Prodor. For 
his inexpreffible meannefs, . and a low cunning, 
are incompatible with the Governor, or Bah)het. 

Now, my Lord, furvey your nrieafures, and 
their confequences, in a few lines, from which 
I beg you to draw your charafter, as a Minifter- 
Great and lafting bleffings were promifed. ' Do 
they appear? or are they now felt or acknow- 
ledged by the public ? The two governments of 
Florida have been very expeftfive ; havt buri^ 
vaft numbers of thofe glorious Ions pf War, who 
fought our battles, delivered our 'fcddntry, and 
deferved our utmoft care and teridehiefs. They 
produce nothing but difbafes and lamentation. 
Taking away the paper currency of America^ 

has 

♦ Thia Tool of Opprcflion, was a PfblQor in Doaen 
Ccmmons 
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has indeed, hufhed the complaints of a few- ar- 
rogant merchants ; but, in return, has been at- 
tended with an immediate ftagnation of trade, 
unparalleled diftrefs, for want of a medium in 
the payment of £n/^ debts, and is cruelly felt 
in every comer of this kingdom. . 

Preventing xht Spanijh filver from the Colo- 
nifts, hat^ proved ftill a much greater injury to 
the : trade and < mamifaftures of Great BrUaiMj 
and has,, for ever, I fear, loft us that, the moft 
lucrative of all branches of commerce ; and, 
what is worfc, our enemies are rifing, in weddi 
-and power. by our loflcs. The. burdens laid on 
, fuch branches of comiperce as we, from £«r^r, 
could not carry ony have had- no other iefieds 
than diiabling the Colonies from paying for our 
manu&&uces.: The Admicalty Courts have 
driven moft n!ierchants of; eminence and , fpirit 
out of aitrade, which could not. be fecured by 
law from: their greedy avarice; and unlimited 
power; and thc;Stamfp-Aa, had it; been con- 
tinued, could not have produced any neat* re- 
venue, when theti^ was no money in the coun- 
try ; thoughitmuft beownedy- ithas-be^n at- 
tended with : the mbft; dreadful mifchiefs. The 
prefcnt ' revenues are founded on injuftice, by 
youi;^lf-.!confcflcd to be anti-cprrimcrcial, and 
the itims produced, do little more than pay the 
Claries; and expences of coliedion, though the 
people have, all along, paid the duties without 

refinance. 
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rcfiftancc. Hente, no benefit can be expefted 
to the public. Your pretence for enforcing and 
continuing thefc adls, is to preferve and fupport 
the dignity of Government, which every mo* 
luent lofes ground, by a firm, ferious, fpiriced 
oppofition, and unalterable determination of all 
America. If you meant any thing by your com- 
mands to refcind, you meant to keep the Colo- 
nies difunited : this very command united them 
to a man. The Troops and Ships of war, have 
convinced the mofl: phlegmatic in America^ that 
their Liberties were in danger, and that rigid 
Virtue only muft fave them and their conftitu- 
tion : your Peace-officers, and armed Conftables, 
have been the caufe of the only confiderable riot 
which has happened. The fanftion of part of the 
Legiflature does not prove your meafures l^al ; 
but has made you more deteftable, and immo- 
derately increafed their love for thofe men 
among them, who ftood fbremoft in the caufe 
of Liberty. And, though you have hitherto 
been able to deceive your S— — n, and infult 
his fubjedts -, though you have reprefented in- 
nocent and legal meafures of feeking redrefs, as 
fia&ious and rebellious *, though you have en- 
deavoured to drive the beft of men to defperate 
remedies ; they have difappointed your expeda- 
ti^ns, and will, by the aid of their fellow-fnbje6l:s 
in England^ live to fee you as contemptible in 
the eyes of your R~l Mafter, as you are now 

to 
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lave enumerated moft of the im- 
portant meafures which you have, while in power, 
recommended or. enforced •, they are clearly, and 
in general, diametrically contrary to the interefts 
of this country, as well as of America ; and many 
of them have been attended with confequenceir' 
totally contrary to your own expe£tations and. 
defigns. you are come to your nepks ultra {ovy 
as ypur friend B-^—^d elegantly exprefles kirn-: 
felf^ to the end of your tether) and you had better 
refign now, than increafe your own perplexity^ 
by adding new burdens to thbfe you have already^ 
brought upon the whole Britijh empire. I fhalV 
take another opportunity to explain your mo- 
tives, your principles, and connexions. Till 
then, I am. 

With due refpeft and obedience. 
Your L— — *p's humble fervant. 



JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 
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to the E^l of H- 



Auguft 20, 1769. 

IN my former addrefs to your L^— — — ^p, of 
the 19th oijufyj I ftated fomc of the prin- 
dpal meafures of your adminiftration, and pro- 
mifed the public an explanation of your, con- 
nexions, principles, and motives. For, though 
I myfelf have watched you in your public pro- 
ceedings, know every charge to be ftridtly true, 
yet to thofe who are but little acquainted with 
the bufinefs of your department, fuch a feries 
of unexampled blunders may appear too highly 
coloured, till fome reafons are offered to ac- 
count for fuch amazing errors. 

Some men have been influenced to ferve 
the public from the moft noble and exalted 
motives, fuch as univerfal love and benevolence-, 
a laudable ambition for raifing the dignity of the 
State-, and abhorrence of public Oppreflbrs. 
Others to gain the praifes and adorations of their 
fellow-citizens, have ftedfaftly purfued the paths 
of virtue •, have made themfelves the leaders of 
the People, and Champions for the great caufe 
of Freedom, till the inducements to forfake 
both, have become too mighty to be refilled. 
And even after they have deferted this caufe 
with reluftance, they give up the hopes of re- 
taining 
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taining . popular confidence^ Whenever we be- 
hold a rifing charaftcr, we charitably hope, and 
fondly wift.vthat the fpirit of true Patriotifm 
, may fire th^ genius, and fill the foul ^ but you, 
my Lord, have never claimed the merit of even 
momentarily deceiving us with this pleafing ex*- 
peftation. For, at your firft appearance in the 
Senate,, you difqovered an inclination to ferve the 
State, for a more dired, but lefs honourable re-- 
ward ; you foon loft all influence and affedion 
in Ireland^ bccaufe you foon difcovered no love 
for th^C your native country ; you early became 
detefted, bccaufe you early fought to enflavc 
that Hingdom. Who then but the Earl oiButtj 
would ever have infulted this great empire fo 
highly, as to employ you in any public ofiice ^ 
Can any thing be more abfurd than to fuppoie, 
that a man who would have bartered away the 
liberties and property of a country, in which he 
was borti and interefted, could polTibly ferve this, 
where he was a granger and had no property ? 
Yet the abfprdity is not complete, till we re- 
colledt you was placed at the head of the Board 
of Trade and Plantations \ and a feparate Colo- 
nian Department made out for you. As if he, 
who had fo notorioufly endeavoured to fell one 
Colony, was the only perfon to be intrufted with 
the tendereft interefts of all. Your condudl has 
proved, what every one who knew your charafter 
cxpe6tcd. The Board of Trade is become the 
. ^reateft engine of oppreflion to Commerce 5 you 

C have 
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have loft us the Trade of our orice valuable 
Plantations, with which that of thefe kingdoms 
muft foon diminilh. You have not' only made 
yourfelf fupremely contemptible throughout all 
America^ but have, in the fpace of about eighteen 
months, deftroyed that neceflary mutual love 
and confidence, which had ever fubfifted between 
that country and this, to the unfpeakable ad- 
vantage of both. 

There is One thing, my Lord, worth your own 
obfcrvation, as well as that of the public. That 
is, in all the calamities which we have lately 
experienced, ^nd which you have been inftru- 
mental in bringing upon lis, your name has al- 
ways ftood clofely connefted with thofe detcftable 
men, who are known t6 be the Tools and Parti- 
zans of the Earl of B— 5 your principles and 
motives are undoubtedly the fame: for I re- 
member an old Proverb — "Tell me the com- 
« pany, and I will (how you the man;" what- 
ever opinion the public may have of them, 
they muft therefore have the fame of your Lord- 
Ihip -,— you receive fimrlar wages, you muft moft 
afluredly (hare a fimilar fate;— you called the 
united voice of America^ Mr O/z/s fadtion ; you 
may perhaps for a time, ftop his -M.. *s ears 
againft the cries oi England, as you did againft 
thofe of America, and a fecond time deceive 
your honell, injured — — ^— , by declaring 
the voice of the Nation and Common Senfe, to 

be 
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be that of. a fcditious, difappointed Party. 5ut, 
know, my Lord, and tremble! the murmurs of 
a^ incenfcd People, are juft, they are univerfal, 
they muft, they will reach the T e. There- 
fore be prepared to enflave your country, or fe- 
cure your retreat from its juft and awful venge- 
ance. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 



To the E^l of H h. 

. OSiober ^^ ^7^9' 

AS your L. p has hitherto devoted 

your attention chiefly to the laudable en-* 
deavour of riveting the chains of your own coun- 
try -, you may not, perhaps, have had leifure to 
enquire minutely into the charaflcrs of thofe 
with whom you have now connefted yoiirfelf in 
the fame views o^i- the liberties of this country, 
iind.oi America,^ I will therefore furnifli you, 
with fome leading tracks in their genealogy, 
which will ^(Tift your judgment. For, my Lord, 
you are fp. young in the fervice here, that we 
may judge of your principles from thofe with 
whom you afTociate. The firft of thcfc charac- 
ters is the Earl of B — , your patron and leader, 
under whofe notorious banners you have lifted 
c 2 in 



in that honourable corps, denominated K^% 
men. The only principle of this body, is that 
of iupporting prerogative at all events •, thp 
conftant aim of this faftion for the C— n, is to 
remove, or render ineffeftual, the coftftitutional 
limits fet to the will of the -— — , that is, to make 
him arbitrary. A fitter head than the Thane, 
I have mentioned, for fuch a body, chance nor 
choice could not have difcovered. Defcended 
fpurioufly from a Scottijb King, his predeceflbrs 
have been ever diftinguilhed as devoted inftru- 
ments of 4rbitrary power. Nor did the blood 

of Sir G- M -, advocate for Scotland^ 

and a fecond Jeffries^ which flowed into him 
from his grandmother, contaminate the original 

ftream. If your L p will therefore give 

yourfelf the trouble Of enquiring under whofe 
countenance Jacobitifm and Popery, have lately 
faifcd their baleful heads in North Britain^ you 
will find it to be under that of this Lord, his 
brother, and his fecrecary, who is of the rankeft 
Popifli family in Scotland. 

The fecond in this lift of worthies, is one 
whom the public has had fuch infinite reafon to 
venerate in the feat of J e, Lord M d. 

If any one fhould know who I mean, by hint- 
ing, that he is faid, fome years fince to have 
been arraigned for drinking the Pretender's 
health on his knees, I am not to blame ; for in*- 
deed, my Lord, I abhor the aftion, and moft 
fincerely wifh, he had received the punifhment 

it 



[ '^3 
it deferved. His oratory, it is true^ (hkUed 
hint ifrom punifliment ; but your !>-— p's 
fe^€lty will difcern, that eloquence, whw il! 
moves compaflion, does not always extenuate 
guilt. Hi^ brother was lefs capable of dilguiting 
his principles^ and therefore followed tHe Pre- 
tender's fortunes in the charadter of hisfeG^etaryy 
and died kv his fervice. ' 

' Lord H-U— d will forgive me, if I make feim 
but-l^e third in this illuftrious catalogue. His 
merits are indeed fecond to none; but though 
Jie is now in the coach, by birth he is but one 
remove from the box. Far be it therefore from 
me- to profane the facred name of Scotch heraldry, 
for he too owes his origin to Norfb Britain. But 
as his father was not higher than coachman to a 
puke, it is not probable he was more than coufm 
to fome noble family in Scatland. His progeni- 
tor filled that office, in the fervice of the atro- 
jpious Duke of Lauderdale^ whofe memory is 
crimfoned over with the blood of his country-. 
n>en. The fervant rofe in his matter's favour, 
probably,.. my Lord, by the fame kind of faith- 
ful fervices mth thofe by which a certain G-r — r 
has gained your L » . ■ p's moft high efteem, 
and the dignity of a Baronet of Great Britain. 
' I have been more particular in tracing the 
genealogy of this noble Lord, becaufe you h^ye 
the honour of being related to him by marriage; 
and he is your L ■ ■ pY counfellor . and 

friend. 

Thefe 



[ 14 ] 

Thfefe arc the chief leaders in that. Right Ho^ 
nourable band, from which this nation has fo 
nany bleflings to exped ; and in which man/ 
inferior charafters, like your L . ■ p, too 
numerous to be mentioned here, are arranged. 

Could an almofl: totd want of abilities have 
eijpcluded you from among the Took of defpo- 
tiim, the odium of your charader had not pafled 
St Gectgis Channel; you have now the melan- 
choly prolpcd: of fpreading it over all the Brif^fb 
dominions. To the contemplation of this pro- 
fpcft ; I will now leave you. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. \ 



To the E^l of H^ 



OSober 12, 1769. 



I 



N my preceding letters to your L- 



I have taken a general view of your con- 
duft; give me leave now to be a little more 
particular. 

Your L— — ^— p's entrance into a new de- 
partment for North America was at a critical 
time, when a fenfe of frelh attempjt? made on 
their liberties, had faifed in our Colonies a ge- 
neral difpofition to complain. To. complain, is 
a privilege, which even the defpotifm of Turkey 

does 



does not deny its wretched flaves ; and inftancei 
hjive occurred even there, of the heads of very 
arbitrary Bafliaws, falling a facrifice to the re- 
iterated, complaints of the people. But your 
L- ■' p would refine on Eaftern tyranny, 
and ftifle even the murmurs of mifery in the op- 
preffed fubjeft. 

In this truefpirit of modern minifters, you tranf- 
mittcd a circular letter to every G r on the 
continent oi North America^ enjoining them to 
diflfolve their refpeftive affemblies, fliduld they 
attempt to complain. In what words fliall I 
admire your L. p's wifdom, who thus 

planned the fupport of government, by the dif- 
folution of all government ? But I beg your 
pardon : you had in referve a mode of govern- 
ment, in your judgment, infinitely better than the 
one eftabliftied by the conftitution ; I mean that 
of the Military. My Lord, may I felicitate you 
on this laudable expedient ? Has it fuccceded to 
your wilh ? Have you been able to re-aft on 
the Common of Bofton^ the glorious tragedy of 
St George^s Fields^ and emulate in the fame of 
that brilliant day, your renowned co-adjutors in 
ofiice, the Lords B g — n and W— y— — h? 

To effedt this change of civil into military go- 
vernment, you entered into a clofe and confi- 
dential correfpondence with G B ■, 

who was the avowed incendiary oi America % aind 
with the Commiffioners of C — t-ms in Bofton^ 
wha were perfonally, as well as officially, the ob- 
jects 
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Jcdks of univcrfal abhorrence and contempn 
For they were men, who td the odium of former 
bad characters, added the deeper guilt of treach* 
ery, in becoming the willing inftruments of opr 
prefiion over their fellow-fubjedb.— -It was ob- 
vious you were in a^ fair way of receiving the 
moil impartial and conciliating intelligence from 
fuch inf timers. 

. Jnftigated by thefe counfellors, but above all, 
by that truly conftitutional fpirit of adminiftra^ 
tion, which taught them effeSualfy to fupport 
the civil Magiftracy by military force, your 
Lii M ip commenced hoftilities in form, both 
by feaand land, againft the town of Bofton^ Your 
Generals then reaped laurels abundantly, and 
tranfmitted them to you in the triumphant af- 
furance, that they were in full pojfejfion of the town. 
Such was their phrstfe fbr quartering troops there 
in defiance of the law^ and making a hoftile pa- 
rade in the midft of peace. Encour^d by 
them, the common foldicrs fpurned at all civil 
authority, abufed the inhabitants, aflauhed the 
officers of juftice, and carried the law on the 
points of their fwords. Thefe were glorious 
times ! but alas, my Lord, all human triumphs 
are frail. Your troops have been obliged to 
abandon their conquefts; and all their laurels 
are blafted. Cufhing ftill lives j Otis harangues 
with fpirited firmnefs ; and the civil power be- 
gins to refume its hated offices : nay worfe, the 
day of retribution approaches, and your L—* •-^p 

muft 
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Ihuft anfWier for having invadid the privite^ei of 
nfree ajjimtly^ly a threatening letter ^ and having 
infringed an aH lof parliament^ in quartering troops 
in Bofton^ etxprefsfy contrary to law. 

Thcfe offences, my Lofd, are I'ahk, they frii^ll 
to heaven. Your crimed are great, the proofs 
arc pregnant, arid vengeance will purfue you^ 
cyen under the protedion oiyour Thane, 

The prejudice, artfully infufed into Withi 
faiinds by your Tools^ the criemie^ of all confti^ 
tutibnal liberty, " That the Ameritans were fe^ 
*« ditioufly opjjofing the juft authority of this 
*« country," has prevented the people here frorfi 
paying that attention to the complaints of their 
fellow-fubjefts in America^ to which th«lf ha- 
tred of arbitrary power would naturally have dif* ^ 
pt)fed th^m. iJndef the protcftiori of this pre- 
judice, your L-i— ^ — ^--p has too Ibrig conduftcd 
your deTpdtic fyftcth unmolefted> But this evil 
is daily removing, and I hope a little time will 
lay your charafltfcr and cdndufit before the pub- 
lic in their genuine luftre. And truft me, my 
Lordj it ft^ll riot be tny fault, if any light be 
Granting, to denlonftrate how true you have been 
to thofe principles, which have ever aftuatcd 
your patron, and rferidertd him mofl: ejtecrable* 

It Was precifely ori the principles which re- 
commended you to his choice, that your L p 

has advanced the difappdnted Tools of defpo- 

tifm in the Stamp- Ad, to offices of refpedtabi- 

lity and truft in America. The appointments in 

D the 



the Judge-Admiralty Courts, and in the Deputy 
Governorftiip of N— C— a, of men, con* 
temptible in charafter, abilities, and fortune, 
were fufficient to have refleftcd difrefpe<5l on 
any offices. Men who had nothing to recom- 
mend them but the alacrity they had before ma- 
nifefled, in aiding to violate the facred rights 

of their country. As if, in your L p's 

cftimation, the Stamp-Ofiice was the beft fchool 
for Tudges and Governors, and that they, who 
hacr betrayed their fellow-fubjefts, were mofl: 
likely to judge among them uprightly, and 
govern them with moderation. The temper of 
the times called iox conciliatory meafures^ and your 
L " ■ p v)ifely met this temper, by irritating 
refolves^ and by proftituting a title on him, whom 
a malignant endeavour to kindle an unextin- 
guifhable and fatal enmity between Great Bri- 
tain and her Colonies, had raifed from con- 
tempt to deteftation. Will you, my Lord, give 
me leave to augur ill of thefe proceedings ; that 
the efFcft of them muft be to excite univerfally 
. the hatred of the people ? and Cicero will in- 
ftrud your L« p, that the hatred of the 

people is able to ruin the mofl: abfolute autho- 
rity. You have ventured to make the trial : 
tremble at the iflue. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 
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To the E-^l of H b. 

February 16, 1770. 

IT is fo long fince I had the honour of ad- 
drcffing you, that you perhaps may have 
been flattered, your conduft, with refpe£t to 
America^ had undergone the fevereft fcrutiny ; 
and every thing reprehenfible in it had been 
fully expofed to the public. Equally happy 
would it have been for your L ■. p, and 

for America^ if this were true. Certain it is, 
that the molt unwarrantable, I Jpeak tenderly, 
and injurious of your meafures, remain to be 
held fully forth to publit cenfure. Perhaps 
too, my Lord, when juftice refumes her fword, 
and the thunder of impeachment burfts forth, 
they may bring you to public punifhment. - 

The firft charge againft you arifes from a de- 
fign to diflTolve the Aflfembly of Majfacbufef% 
Bay, for not obeying your official mandate, and 
to provide for the fupport of government, with- 
out the intervention or authority of the Legifla- 
ture. Your L. ■ p^s hiftorical knowledge 
will inform you, that fuch was the defign in this 
country, of thofe wicked Minifters, whofe evil 
counfels brought to the fcafFold their ill-fated 
matter, Charles the Firft. Their intention was 
to govern this kingdom without a Parliament ; 
D 2 your's 



your*s was, to govern the provinces of America 
without their Affemblies, 

Xhis defign of your L-.-^ ^^p, s^pp^ars from 

your Letter, N'* 9 ; not from my expofition of 
it, but that of one whom you will not even fuf- 
pe& of partiality to me or my caufe, the confi-* 
dcntial friend of your generous and noble bo- 
fom. Sir F—— Bt— ^. Let the words of this 
able and upright G ■■ > » j r, fpegjc at once for 
your L .-" -u' P^s cpnftitutional views, and my 
veracity. In his Letter, dated Bqfion, Augufi 6, 
1768, he fays, *^ Your L— — p fignifies to 
♦J me, that if the diflblution (hould operate to 
^' the dif(ppntinuance of any necclTary eftablifli* 
<? ment, care wijl b^ lafeen for the fupport of 
*.^ Government, jgy this i> is fljiin^ that your 

<> \,^r^ p ^Oies not e^|)e£^ tl^^t I fhould call. 

«f Or new AlfoqEibly •, for in fuch e^fe your I^in— n-p 
*« WDul^ hayedire^e^ ine tp call on the new 
^* Aflembly^ to repew the difc-pntioued eftg- 
f« blifhmtnt,** 

Your L^—.— « — p will perceive how mtich wc 
ate ol?ligcd to the candor and ingenuity of youF 
friend, for giving us both the text and the com- 
ment ; a comment, which from any one but fo 
CHordial a friend, might appear to be fei down in 
Vfalic^' And every impartial reader will judge, 
whether the charge brought againft you by 
G' . .. ■ . ..i r Bti I . d, ©f intending to provide for 
the fupport of Government, without calling a 
new Aflembly, be upon good ground; and whe» 

iher 
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iher fuch an intention be not ai ciimin^I wvi 

as it wa$ in the laft ccntyry. 

The next me^furc of yourL ^ ■».. , ■ p upon 
which I (hall animadvert, is ycur order ta General 
Gage, fo quarter Troops in the town ^f Boi^oo^ 
YoP knew, my Lord, or ought to h^ve. known, 
that the law of th^ knd, an A(5t of ParlUmw^ 
forba^ the quajiering Troops in any tQwa kl 
America, uplefs the barracks were filled, and 
tj^t; " in fuch, aftd in no other cafe, and upon 
** na other account," it is made lawful for the 
Governor and Council only, to provide for thc' 
quartering of the refidue. Yet in your Letter t)f 
the 8th oijums^ 1768, you command Ge^ieral 
Cage, " forthwith to order one regiment, or fuch 
♦* force as he fli^ll think neceffary, to Bq/iau, 
^' to be quartered in that town/' It muft }^ 
cpnfefled that pcrfpicuity in writing is not yow 
L*,— i^p's talent, but there is little doubt of yovjr 
naeaning by this order, that not only Troops (hali 
be diredly quartered in the town, contrary to law, 
but that the General and his Officers fhall qujar- 
|er them, which is another violation of the Sta-^. 
tute. It is probable you think, my Lord, that 
laws were made for the reftraint of little and 
ignoble fouls, but that a mind great and noble 

like your L p's, and teeming with ex-* 

ploits of vaft pith and moment, ftiould aft uo*i 
fettered by fuch bafe controul. Therefore whea 
your L" -p had conceived the magnani- 

mous idea of befieging Bojlon^ which in the femo 

Letter 
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JjttttT you obfervc with infinite fagacity, ^ might 
** lead to confequcnces not eafily forefeen;'* 
fuch petty objefts as the law of the land, and 
the cpnftitutional rights of the fubjedl, fell be- 
fore the grcatnefs of the defign. 
' The weaknefe of your conduct, my Lord, had 
k not been leagued with the moft arbitrary and 
pernicious principles, fhould have palled with me 
in filent contempt. Not that I believe that my opi- 
flion will give you any uneafinefs, while you have 
the approbation, and moft cordially you have it,' 
of that nobly born and moft illuftrious perfon. 
Sir F' ■ s B— d. Baronet, of Nettlebam. 
You, and the reft of the K^s friends^ defpifc 
the voice of thofe hafe-born people who compofe 
the public -, and as one of the moft fpotlefs of 
you lately exprefled it, are indifferent whether 
you are huzza'd or pelted in the ftreets. Pro- 
vided, I fuppofe the Noble Lord meant, that you 
might continue plundering and oppreffing the 
public, without further moleftation. 

I come now to a meafure, by which your 
L — plaid the foundation for abolilhing at 

once, the whole fyftem of civil liberty in the 
Colonies, by rendering the military power in Bof- 
ton, fupreme and uncontrolable. I love to fpeak 
from good authority, and therefore fhall draw 
my proof from your amiable friend Sir F s 
B -d his anfwer to a meflage from the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of Maffachtijefs Bay, 
on the 31ft of A%, 1769. 

V Gentlemen, 



<* Genelemen, 
" I have no authority over his Majefty*s fliips 
*' in this port, or his troops within this town. 

Francis Bernard.'* • 

If the Governor, the fupreme Magiftrate, and 
the immediate Reprefentative of the King, had 
no authority over the military in the very capi- 
tal of this Province ; will your L p be 
pleafed to tell us who had ? Any common 
foldier in Bofton would anfwer the queftion -, and 
it was in confequence of their knowing their fu- 
premacy, that a body of them, countenanced 
by Colonel Balrymple^ and another Officer, 
marched with their fwords drawn to a Juftice's 
houfe, and refcued a Soldier from the Civil 
Officers. Did Governor B— — d ever call upon 
Colonel Dalrymple and the Officer, to anfwer 
for this outrageous violation of the Civil Autho- 
rity, and defiance of all legal Government ? Or 
did your Lordihip ever do it, or do you ever 
intend it ? Did the Faftion, as Governor B— — d, 
the Commiffioners, and your Lordftiip have de- 
nominated iall the well-difpofed people in Bofton^ 
ever con>mit an offence againft Government 
fimilar to this ? 

And now, my Lord, I muft ferioufly entreat 
you to confidcr what you have done, or in- 
tended to do J — to govern without the conftitu- 
tional intervention of Affcmblies ; to quarter 
Troops in America dircfty contrary to A(5t of Par- 
liament ; 
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liamcnt -, and to advance thd military aboVc th«' 
civil poweh Your Lordfliip is, I fuppofe, very 
convetfani in our hiftory, and I beg you to con- 
fider, whether the whole of my Lord Clarendon's 
condudt, with refpe£t to the Colonies^ was half 
fo criminal as any one of thefe mealiwts : Yet 
orte article of his impeachment is, " that he had 
" introduced an arbitrary Govermnent intd his 
^* Majefty*s fcveral Plantaption:^/' The honour 
and juftice of England combined at that tictie^ 
the grievances of this Country, with thofe 
of America \ and the Colonies muft now appeal 
to the fame priticipks rh this nation, for bringing 
their oppreflbrs to public juftictf by the confti- 
tutional itibde of impeachment, which the Colo- 
nifts haVe it not in their power to ettrtife* By 
thefe means only, can the advifers of thefe arbi- 
trary and illegal meafures be brought to con- 
dign puniftiment. 

JUNIUS AMEklCANUS. 

ro Sir F s n d. 

r 

-' • ■ Otlober 15, 1769. 

FROM developing the dharadtier^ connections 
mA conduft of your Patron, L^-i H^s;.^.i--fii — , 
I come now to an enquiry int<> thofe of his fa- 
vourite Governor. From birth. Sir F«*— ^, you 
derive no ^lendor ; it would even take more 
trouble^ than I am irtclmed to beftow upon ^ 

fubjedk 
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rbbjeiS: fo infignificant, to dra^ it from abfolute 
tfbfcurity. From abilities, neither would you 
fe^r have claimed Attention, had it not been for 
the memorable sera 6f the Stamp- A6t. It was 
then that your Excellency ftept forth, and jufti- 
fied this obfervation of ah incomparable female 
hiftorian, that " grot^elling inftruments of op- 
*' prefliori are ever ihfoleht ift office, in propor- 
*' tion to the bafenefs of their education, and 
" the fcrvility of their natures." You became 
from that period, the incertdiafy of Great Bri- 
tain and her Colonies, ahd the eligible inftru- 
itieht of cftablifliing defpotilm in America to that 
fet of mfen, who were meditating the fame dc- 
llrudion to the ponftitutional liberties df Eng- 
land: 

You are now to appear at that tribunal, from 
which there is no earthly appeal ; the tribunal 
of the public. Here the bpright magiftrate has 
every thing to hope, the oppreflbr every thing 
to fear. 

I begin with your firft appearance during the 
Stamp- A61 : your reprefentation then was, that 
the intention of the Colonies was to render the au- 
thority ofGxtdX Britain contemptible. This charge 
is brought agairift you, in the moft folemn man- 
ner, by three and thirty Lords, fpiritual and 
temporal; the validity of it therefore is hardly 
qucftionable *. The intention of that repre- 
E fentation, 

• Sec the Proteft of the L— -s againft committing the Bill 
for repealing the Stamp- A A, 
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fcntation, Sir F>* », is equally obvious : To in- 
flame the minds of his Majefty's Minifters and 
of the Legiflature, fo as to divert their attention 
from the jujiice of the American complaints, to 
a criminal and exafperating intention in their op- 
pofition, which exifted only in the malignity of 
your own heart. Governed thus by fuppofid in- 
tentions^ and not by realfaSlSy this country was 
to have denounced war againft her Colonies, 
and to have cut afunder, with her own fword, 
the finews of her commerce and of her wealth, 
to gratify the malice of an arbitrary, provincial 
Balhaw. Happily, however, your views were 
at that time difappointed ; and your vengeance 
refcrved for a more favourable opportunity, 
which too foon prefented itfelf in the advance- 
ment of your prefent Patron to the. -^m^j»^ de- 
partment. The Stamp- Aft was repealed, and 
..the thanks of the Americans for the repeal were 
ii;anfmitted in Addrefles to our moft gracious- 
Sovereign, without once mentioning xkit decla- 
ratory A£l^ which threw a melancholy (hade ork 
the future profpeft. So far were the Colonies 
from feizing every ground of complaint, or being 
folicitous to draw into contempt the authority of 
Great Britain. Every thing was now quiet in 
America^ lb that even in your own Government, 
the people afted " with temper and moderation/*' 
May we not conclude then. Sir F-— , that your 
charge was as groundlefs as it was malicious ? 
A charge, in which you were fupported by one 

other 
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other Governor only, the unhappy old man at 
New Tcrk. 

The tranquillity of America^ and the harmony 
between the two countries, were now reftored 5 
and would, in all probability, have lafted for 
ever, had not the fame arbitrary and ofFenfivp 
ideas been refumcd, and drawn into exercife 
over the Colonies. The Duty- Aft excited the 
alarm that had fubdded ; and furniflied, to your 
ardent wilh, a frefh opportunity of mifreprefeftt- 
ing and embroiling the affairs oi America. \n 
this laudable fpirit, we trace you next inveighing, 
in your letter to the Earl of Shelbume^ againft 
the circular Letter from the Reprefentatives of 
Majfacbufef^ Bay, to the other Houfes of Af- 
fembly ; which was folely to inform them, th^t 
the Houfe had voted an humble, dutiful, and 
loyal Petition to his Majefty, laying before him 
the grievances they fuffered from the late Re- 
venue- Aft, and praying his conftitutional inter-' 
pofition for their relief: to make the prayer of 
which petition more fuccefsful, they defircd the 
concurrence of the other Houfes. As the griev- 
ances arifing from the Aft were general, the 
propriety of a general Petition for relief was ob- 
vious ; and it is left to your Excellency to point 
our, what method an aggrieved people can adopts 
nipre loyal, more innocent, and more conftitu- 
tional, than petitioning the Throne. In your 
Letter, however, you reprefent this mofl: dutiful 
and moderate tranfaftion, as an *« undertaking 
£ 2 "' calculated 
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*« calculated to inflame the whole Continent, 
«< and engage them to join together in another 
** difpute with the Parliament, about the au- 
*' thority of the latter ; and that if the Aft comr 
** plained of (hoqld be given up, all other Ads 
V of American revenue n>uft follow ^." 

Thgs you flattered yourfelf with having fixed 
310, early prejudice againft the jufl: reprefenta- 
tions of the people, and a,a unfurmountable bar to 
the redrefs of their grievances. But the Noble 
Lord who then prcfidcd over the affairs of Ame- 
rica, imprefled with a true fenfe of the confti- 
^[Utional rights of thp Colonics, vi^w^d ypur at- 
t;rmpt in its proper light; andypu wowld have met 
with what you deferved, another difappointment, 
had not fhe department fallen, in an evil hour, 
to one perfedly fitted for your purpofe^ which 
^as, in truth, to inflame the whole Continent, 
and renew the difput^ fo little profitable to either 
country. How happily your Patron and you have 
fpccecded in this, the ftate of America from that 
time to this, will abundantly demonftrate. You 
have had the pleafure of hearing your own words 
x:e-echoed back from the empty heads of your 
fuperiors here ; your plans have been adopted, 
and have kindled flames which rendered you 
ijnfafe in America, and may ' confume you here. 
Raro antecedentem fcelefium^ deferuit pede fcsna 
flaud^. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS, 

1? Sec his (iCt^, fehruary i8, i;^^- 
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• j^o Sir F- — 5 B— ^. 

November 3, 1 769. 

I Left your Excellency hardening the mind of 
the Minifter, again^ every juft and favour- 
able impreflTion for America \ and infufing pre^ 
judices, which, if imbibed, muft (unlefs he de- 
parts from his known difpofition) incite him to 
enforce oppreffion by military j>ower. Nothing 
c^n be conqsived more contemptible, than the 
low detail you entered intb of every trivial cir- 
cumtl:a,i;ice, of every coffee-houfe bable, and even 
this hideogfly caricatured to your purpofe, in 
your Letters to the Secretary of State. The 
public will be furnijDhed with them in due time, 
and will perceive how dcfpicable and weak you 
^re, even ip artifice. 

Defpicable, however, and weak as your ar- 
tifices were, they operated on L— . H > 

like proofs of Holy Writ. All the flimfy and abu- 
tiye coinages of your pernicious imagination he 
got by rote, and eternally retailed with the fame 
wiljdom that, a parrot calls names, or a pious 
Catholic repeats his Pater Nofter. 

You wifely prognofticated, that " if the late 
Duty- Ad fliould be repealed, all other Afis^.of 
American revenue would follow." Let mc con- 
gratulate L~ H » . , that, in this particuv 
Jar, he fcems to have emancipated himfelfifrom 

his 
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bis ufual implicit obedience to your oraculap 
obfervations.. For we find that his L*— ^-— •p's 
^fliirance of having this A<5t repealed next Sef- 
fion, has circulated through the whole Conti- 
nent : and his reafon is, that the Aft is incon- 
fiftent with the true principles of commerce. It 
is fomewhat unfortunate, that he (hould have 
been fo long in difcovering this, when it was fo 
early and repeatedly demonftrated to him, that 
one would prefume ev^n DuUnefs itfelf would 
BOt have fhielded him fo long from a true con- 
ception of its pernicious tendency. But poflibly, 
this Noble Lord thinks,, that riches flow too co- 
pioufly into this nation by the channels of com- 
merce, and that (topping them up for ayear^ or 
tMrrowing them for ever^ will be of national be- 
liefit. 

Were not the fubjeft of your mifreprefenta- 
tions. Sir F— — , to the laft degree, great and 
grave, involving in it the fate of millions, and, 
eventually, the Liberties of the whole empire ; 
one could not avoid fmiling with equal con- 
tempt at your treachery, and at your Patron's 
folly. Yet let me be candid, and confefs, that 
to you fome degree of indulgence is due, from 
the impofTibility that one of your birth and edu- 
cation Ihould poflels higher or more juft con- 
ceptions of the duties of a Governor, 

It^cannot be prefumed, that fuch a man lliould 
entertain fentiments in any degree worthy the 
rcprefcntative of an illuftrious Prince. And, give 

me 
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mc leave to fay, that the Poet's obfervation of 
quo femel eft imbuta recens fervabit odorem^ tefta 
diuj was never more fully illuflrated than in the 
numerous quirks and quibbles which have dif- 
tinguifhed your Excellency's altercations with 
the AflemWies of your Province. 

Your Excellency had repeatedly made repre- 
fentations to the Secretary of State's Office, of 
the neceffity of fending Troops to B^^-n^ withr 
out giving any fads on which fo violent a mea- 
furc might, with propriety, be founded. For# 
indeed, there were none. The civil magiftracy 
had, in no inftance, been oppofed ; the Reve* 
nucrAfb, odious as it was, had been fubmitted 
to ; and feizures made, in the common mode, with- 
out oppofitip^. The wifdom and virtue, there* 
fore, of Lord Sheliume J treated thofe idle and 
and malicious informations with the contempt 
they defervf^d^ but his fuccefibr in office, yielded 
to them bis heart and his faith. 

The Minifter was charmed with a Governor 
fo fimilar to himfelf j we therefore find the order 

from L— H— to General G"^^"--, to fend 

Troops, dated the 8th of June^ before the riot 
about the feizing the floop Liberty had happened. 
I fay, before this riot happened, becaufe the ne- 
ceffity of fending them is, in the Refolves he 
afterwards drew up, founded on this riot, and 
on the fubfequent tranfafiions of the town. 

I am now. Sir F— — , to trace you throu^ 
this dark bufinefs of the riot, and to ihew that 

it 
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it was contrived by you, to give fotne credit t8 
TOur injurious rcprefentation ; in confequence of 
which, you were- well affurcd, a military force 
would be fent to 5— ». To accomplifh this. 
It was neceflary you Ihould be on good termfe 
with the Comniiffloncrs, that you might influx* 
cnoe them to direflt fome arbitrary procecdihgs, 
to occafibn the difturfaance you wiftied; In this 
you fucceeded ; for, in your Letter of the 19th 
of March, 1768, you fay, " The Commiflionefrs, 
^* with whom (I mean four oufof the five) I affi 
<' upon the moil intimate terms','"* &?^ &c: fcfr. 
It is confefled too, by the Gollfeftor^ tharthfe 
Chair^man of the* Gommiflianersj one" of yicmr 
ihtiiiiates,- was the * perfbn who ^ advtfed the de- 
iii^ring the veflfel, when fei2€d,tof the man of 
^war. ' The C6lIe6lor and Gomptr^ller jointly - af- 
-fl^re the'C^mmiffionersj that the feiitk-e wus- the 
-meana of- inflaming the minds of the people. 
Had not this bufkicfs been preconcerted,' we 
'IhoiiiW not have found thofe four Commifltoners 
•^perfiftingin their plan, of flying ffom the toWri, 
* und callmg4br military fupport . 

The riot happened on the loth^ of June^ in 
confequence of the Officers feiziYig,^ and carf^v- 
ing away by force, the floop Liberty: The nie*t 
Ttiornirig the Coundl^ met, and finding. eVdi^ 
•tiling tjuiet, defiredthe Governor to inform the 
Comnrriffioners,^ that there appeared no reafofn 
to apprehend any farther difturbanee -, and that 
they had appointed a -Committee,^ who were iri 
' the 



the Comfiiifiioa of the.P^ace, to exEmine into 
the late riot. 

It nligbt have been eicpeded, that fudi an af- 
itiranoe^ and fuch attention to their fecurity^ 
t^ould have quieted the fears^- which the pre- 
iM^iing diilurbance had occafioned in the Com- 
4[nifli6ners ; efpecially as we find the Governor 
•dined" with thein that day, and ihould have na^ 
-tui^liy telated to them the proceedings at the 
CouopUboard. But, inftead of this^ >thcy pre- 
tend ;^4'ee the danger magnified^ and two of 
the : £tiaT, confidential^ Commiflloners fled that 
jiight'on board tl)€ man of war^ afFeding 
.gneait.apprehenfioni of infult and outrage to the 
-whde Board,^ if the CommiflTioners remained in 
town. The next day the other two followed. 
Mt^tn^lij the £fch of them> who tfoas not in tie 
;/rir^>^ remained in the town, unthreatened and 
utxftiolefledi After their flight, they received 
fnefli aiTvnrances from the Council^ that there 
was ikn appearance of danger ; and the Colle&or 
and Comptroller informed them^ that all Mr 
• Hancock (who. owned the floop) and the people 
dafired^ was, that the vefliel fliould be returned 
to her moorings, on condition, that Mt Hancock 
gave fiaJficient fccurity for the delivery of her, 
'ibould ihe t>e condemned ; and they add , thqir 
opinion^.^.* that it would be a meafure of policy 
" to take, this fecurity, and releafe the ;floQp, 
fSfor the prefervation of the ofiicers and tran- 
..«^ ijuiUityof thetpwn-"^ But th^.Commiffionys 
•. . . . F Voted 
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tctcd that rcqucft a menace, that they were in 
imminent danger, and retreated, with Governor 
Bemard^s afliftance, into CaJile-lViUiam. On the 
14th a Town-meeting was held, in which a Pe- 
tition to the Governor was voted, to fupplicate 
his mterpofition to fave the people from thofe 
violent ^nd arbitrary proceedings of the officers 
of Cuftoms, So far were the people from in- 
tcfnding to redrefs themfclves, or yfe any vio- 
lence. Of the particulars of this meeting, the 
eommiffioners were that night informed, hy their 
fpyy who attended it% who mentions, chat the 
minds of the people were quieted, and that the 
Tide-waiters were allowed to continue in the 
meeting, profcflcdly, that every one might en- 
joy his right of hearing what was iaid. This 
bore the ftrongell appearance of peace and good 
order, and would have fatisfied the: Commif- 
fioners, had it been their plan to receive fatis- 
fadion. It was not fo 5 and therefore, the next 
day, they wrote a circular letter to General G^rg-^, 
Colonel DalrywpUj and Commodore Hcodj in- 
forming them, " That the riot was now in- 
*' crcafed to an appearance of aftual infurrec- 
•' tion; and defiring troops to Ibpport them in 
. « their ofiicc." The feizure they flill main- 
tained in defpight of the people, nor did any 
difturbance cnfue. It muft be obferved, that 
whatever impreffions of fear might have been 
made at firft, their apprehenfions muit have 
l^n removed) by perceiving that two 6f 

their 



their obnoxious number, who remained on fhore 
the night on which they pretended to dread fo 
much, received no injury ; and Mr Temple^ with 
Mr Venner their Secretary, continued in the 
town, without ever being infulted. This the 
Comptroller confefies, in his examination at the 
Treafury-board, 

From this detail of thefe tranfadions, it muft, 
I conceive, be evident to every reader, that it 
was not the real fituation of things in the town, 
which could govern or juftify the proceedings 
of the Commiffioners ; but that they adted con- 
formable to z preconcerted flatly from which they, 
were determined nothing Ihould divert them^ 
The fadU are taken from their own Memorials 
to the Treafury, and other papers laid before 
the Houfe pf Commons. 

From unfolding the conduct of the Commit^ 
fionersy I return now to take a view of that ol 
G' B,.-.... The Council, as was men- 

tioned before, had appointed a Committee to en- 
quire into the fadts relative to the riot. This 
fliould have been public^ fair^ and authentic ; but 
it was not for the G r's purpofe that a 

true inquifition fhould be taken ; it was requi- 
fite for his views, that he Ihould have it in his 
power jo make what reprefentation of it he 
plea&d. , 

In purfuance of this fcheme, we trace him in 
the minytcs of Council, on the 13th of June, 
propofingi f^ That the inquiry into fadts, relating!' 
F 2 ♦^ to 



^ to what happrticd bri Friday flight laft; 
♦* vrhich had been defijgned for this morning^ 
M be poftpohed/' The Council therefore re^ 
folvcd^ that there was no imniediate danger of 
irelh difturbances 5 and that the enquiry fliould 
be referred to a Committee of both Houfes, 
Soon after this, the G— -— r diflblved the Af- 
fembly, fOr not refcinding ; and it remained with 
him to make as partial and inflammatory a re-p 
prcfentation as he pleafcd, without danger of 
immediate contradiftion. 

It is happy. Sir F ■ , that bad men are not 
always wifej and that the contrivers of evil, 
fcldom look forward enough to prevent detec- 
tion. Thus, having fecurcd a military force, 
ind tJiffolved the Aflembly, you thought the 
chain was efFcftually fixed, and your tyrann/ 
cftablilhed. Not forefeeing that an Aflembly 
inight again meet, that a fpirited Council might 
counter-aft you, and the means by which you 
had effefted this mifchief, in being difcovered, 
might bring you to a fliameful fate. 

I have not the leaft doubt, that yoqr fellowr 
labourers here were governed by the fame im^ 
provident confidence 5 and that having contrived 
fhc ariitrary and inhuman hufinefs of St George's 
Fields, with the unconftitutional eleliion for Mid^ 
dlefex, they trufted, that under the execution of 
thefe fatal mieafures, the Liberties of this nation 
wQul4 expire for ever. Little did they forefee, 
fhftt the ipint of \\^^ free people was like ^ 

- fpring 



(j^ng wcH* tempered, thfe mtre'they pitett H 
down« ilie more forcibly it Svoold recoil, 8n9 
^« Aorc inevitabk would be "their ruin. ' • 
-' It ii the tPttfti Sir F— ^, k is the wifh 'ol 
every hondik man- in this country, tha«, as ibey 
|»a?e dartti to bend this fpirit, they ttiay fte| 
the avenging force of its impetuous recoil. « > 



JUNIUS AM£RICANU&;i 



To Sir F-^j BJ^d. ' ^ 

November 1$^ 1769^,: 

YOUR next contrivance, xo fcrvc your pftf^^ 
pofe of bringing the peopb under niilitiryl 
goTcmment^ was fo extravagahtly wicked, ^Ktt 
were it not under your own hand, one iwookf 
hardly believe it. Thi^was no lefs thatia chai^ 
of treafon againft five hundred perfon^, wkhbui^ 
^ (hadow of fHXX>f againft them. In your Letteif 
oi Septemper 16, 1768, to the Secretary of Statt^ 
you fay, ^ The other meeting, ay I am informedir 
♦* was very foiall and private, on Safurd^ tA^Eilt^ 
^^ at the houfe of one of the Chiefs, and thtici 
^« it was refolved to furprii^ alld take the Oiftkf 
^ on the Monday^ night fblldwirig :" And again; 
^' The defign againft theCaftleis now ib wett. 
^ known, that it is propable, that the very 
« names of tb^ people who wtfrc enrolled. fo# 

" that 
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^ that purpofe, to the number of j^ fajundredi, 
^ or the chief of them, will be difeov«rcd/* 

If this was not a (ham plot, where was the 
Chief Magiftrate, Sir F— — , where. w» the Go- 
vernor, that he did not immediately feize the 
contrivers of this treafonable combination ? He 
knew, it feems, the houfe in which they were af- 
fembled, the time of their meeting, the treafon 
they meditated, and even that they were enrolled 
£3r this unlawful purpofe ? yet, in this particu- 
lar emergency, you did nothing but write a Let- 
ter, which could not have pafled h^ the ocean, 
before the mifchief, had any been intended, would 
have been irreparably efFeded. Neither, after 
being furniftied with fuch potent Refolves from 
bence, in confequence of that Letter^ and fup- 
ported by a powerful military force, l^ave ygu 
been able even to found this charge ^gaifift 4 
tu^f^e jptrfon zt Bojf on. 

. If we fuppofe. Sir F-— , that there was the 
Icfff: foundation fpr this charge, your conduft 
would be as inexplicable as it is criminal. Such 
vigilance in tracing the plot to a certain pointy 
and then, a total ina&ivity and filence : how in* 
^onfiftent ! But if we confider it as a fidlion, to 
fupport the pretended neceffiiy of foliciting 
troops, it is plain, that having anfwered your 
purpofe, it was your bufinefs to drop the cur-i 
fain there, and bury it in oblivion. 

Having, by thefe mifreprefentations, brought 
I). Ipy^l pec^le under the moft unjuft ; fufpicions 

of 



of diiafieftioh; ^d procured troops to fup|ibrc 
your jcyrafaiiy^:: i\pt ^e operation of the laws, the 
xiext(A)je^vWS»s to quarter them in the .towiu 
As tru^h-pj^pofed tl|e requiring troops, fo (he 
law, that,iQ«Jious^!thing to tyrants and their mir 
nions,; fosr)^4r:this method of quartering them* 
But youT: ^A . .L Y triumphed over both.tjiele 
obftacl^^. )fi\ph equal facili?y. The whole of this 
.Iwfinefs isiJ^t^ed in yoqr^l^etter, N^ 5, to J^rd 
■iJt' .M j w »!liai»;^d f^ovmber. 1,1 768. After men^ 
iioij^gjtl)^ jpany Afts.yoii uf^d in vain tp .rn^ke 
the Qoupql^ ^Truftees, 6?a fflftrumental in vio^ 
flat^ng the law, you procped thus. ^Vpunng 
^^ this tiine.pJiieiG^ner^, whp forelaw how this 
^^ negoci^tion Woyld ends hademployed his Oi&- 
^^' c;er5 ;tQ;|ijR(^ ,?nd fit up^houfes for the troops^ 
j^^ lib thatl t^yjftietiajcJjhs^Teceiyedthe dcfini- 
." tiverefufaJ, qompiete qiaacters wq-e provjjdcd 
," for all.thp tropps. But now another difficulty 
*V arofe^ if sliic ^Idiers fhpuld be put into baff- 
k" racks,..tfewgh.providedby the Crown, with* 
>' ovtthft ipi&eirvention of .aMagiftrate, theMi- 
" litary Ofifeers. who placed them there, would 
^^ b9, changeable with takigg upon them to quar* 
-^' tei^ fy]^i^ ptherwife than by this A£t, and 
^' being canvided^of it by two Juftices of Peace* 
:j"/ would; .bp'Cafhiered ipfafacfo. . I therefore t0ok 
:" upon f^felf to remove, that difficulty^ andj ly a 
.^ Commiffipn^ I authorized a perfm^ therein namd^ 
" to pUeethf Mo /aid regiments^ in fucb buildings 
^ aiid honfe^iOfi could be profur^d'^ 

I 
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r.cl'^l now hy before cfaeRea^ran eittfa^ 

from the jhteriarn'M^minY^ASb,^ aod kaye hinj 

M' make his own domm^ti 'OMerving'onlf^ 

thit^Ae hRTrKks-ifi Gaftl^Wilfiaf^ were, a€ this 

titrie, -empty. This* AA fays, *« Ahd in cafe 

« thirt Ihall not be fufficicnt room fc* the offi- 

" cert^-and foldtei^ in fuch bamtck, irttts^ vic^ 

« tualing, or ether public ale-houfes,^^/ ^*»yfci?Av 

^ and in no other cajh^- and upon m other acc^unP^ 

*** it fliall and may be lawful fyft'tk^-Govemar 

*« and Council of etsth refpe&ivc- Proviikrc in his 

^ Majefty's dominions in Jlmerica^ cb authorize 

^^ ahi appoint^ ' and they are lifercby ^dktfted* iahd 

** impdwered ^to autliorize and-*J)pftiii!ti « Aicih 

^proper perfon Or jperfohs as they (Wall think 

^*^ fit,*forthe receptioa of his^Majefty^s foite^, 

^'^ch and faiiiany^imihhabJted luMifes, -out- 

-^^ -houfesf barns,'-6rWrther building!!, afe' fliall be 

'4*^ neceffary to qii'dtter thcreitiihe r^t//^^ of fuch 

•^ officers and foidi*rs,*/?r whom there ^Uld ttdt 

-^^•^hi room tn-ftech^^ackS' and-rfuiUc^houf^s ^s 

-^^^aforefaidj ai^to put and quainier (She? fieffidife 

^ttffu^holikfeft and foolers thereti!/> {^^^ " 

-"-^- Look* upon this pjSfciire, Sir F it ■ '■ ijj '*ofa^^h?^t 

iMagiftrate being A^^ief criminafcl-iiii^it not hi- 

rdeous tod hateful ? How odious then< ?Jiow^ de- 

teftablc muft bethe.originalMn^vain^ will you 

. ^plead, that you are but a poor t— 1 df defpotifm ; 

iEmpfonym atool,D«///<?y was a^ tool i. think tif 

thdr fate, and tremWc at your plrofpeft. You 

may fly from punithttifnts but wbctpwiU you 

fly 
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fiy from yourfelf ; where will you fly from the re- 
flexion of whatispaft, and from the terror of what 
is to come ? It is your miferable fate, a fate, which 
ihofe even whom you have opprefled will com- 
panionate, to experience this bitter truth, ,/«/tf 
jejfe pojfunt fcelera^ fecura nunquam^ the wicked 
may be protected from the touch of the Law ; 
but from the flings of Confcience they never 
can be fliielded. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 



ro Sir F^^-^s B'-'^^d. 

December. 19, 1769.* 

I Have now laid before the public an account 
of your proceedings fairly, and at large. But, 

as your JE y may not be inclined to bur* 

den your memory with them in detail, I fhall 
take the trouble of fumming them up, that you 
may be fo far in the road to repentance, as to 
have your fms ever before you. 

The Articles then of charge againft you, are, 
I. That during the Stamp- A61 you mifrepre- 
iented the ftate of America^ with a view of in- 
flaming his Majefty and his Minifters againft 
that people ; to the imminent danger of pro- 
ducing a rupture between this kingdom and her 
Colonies, and of utterly dcftroying the only be- 
G neficial 
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neficial commerce Great Britain, might fecurely 
enjoy. 

• 2. That you exaggerated and mifreprefentcd. 
certain diforders in the town of Bqfton^ bringing 
thereby a fufpicion of difaffedlion upon that peo- 
ple, who are moft loyal to their Sovereign ; and . 
have been, in many important inftances, of emi- 
nent fervice to the arms of Great Britain. 

3. That being the fupreme Civil M e, 
and therefore eminently bound in duty to defend 
the laws from violation, you fuffered, if not en- 
couraged, the Officers of Revenue, to alter, dan- 
geroufly, the common form of proceedings in 
cafe of feizures, and the Officers of the Navy to* 
imprefs men,*^ contrary to an exprefs Aft of Par- 
liament, From which violations of law, and 
arbitrary proceedings, which, when legally and 
humbly petitioned, ypu refufed to difcpunte- 
nance, the popular diforders arofe. 

4. That you have either wickedly accufed a 
number of people in 5^t7», of treafon, or have. 
Ihamefully negledled your duty, in npt endea- 
vouring to bring them to juftice. 

5. That by your mifreprefentationsypu brought 
upon the good people of that town their S— — -n*s 
difpleafure, and the heavy cenfure of both Houfes 
ofP- t, with a formidable armament both 
by fea and land, as if they wiere in aftual re- 
bellion i to their great injury, and infinite dif- 
credit. 

6.. Tha^ 
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6. That in violation of the known and ncctf- 
fary privileges of Parliahieht, arid the eflential 
conftitutidn of every free Aflenibly, you.fcnt a 
tbreaiening^ meffage to tKe Aflembly of Mx^a^ 
kbufet^s Bay •, endeavpuririg thereby to take frdrn 
the Reprcfentatives of the people all freedbii^ 
of debate and determination, and to etiabtilh a 
precedent mortally dangerous to tlie fiberty of 
the fubjeft. 

7. If'hat you have attempted to fubvert the cbn- 
ftitutiqhqf the Province (^MaJfacbufefsZiyy and 
fej-d^vlffrig Tchemes for removing the cohHitu- 
tTdh^lTmitations, rieceflary to render Monarchy 
cottuften't . with liberty, have meditated the 
gVeati&'mifcliteif that can "be brought on any 
^Bpfe, tlbe ma^ii^ig the Crown arbitrary. 

, 0. T^'at tn quartermg foldiers on ^tKe town of 
J^djtoft^^yot have prerneditatcdly evaded and in- 
fringed ^n' Aft of Parliament, to the gr^at op- 
prefeori^ of the fubjeft ; when, as fupfeme Ma- 
glftkte,. it was your efpecial duty to guard the 
laws'frbirti violation, and the people from harm. 

9; That betraying your truft, and to the great 
Sdrftidhbur of your place, you have taken b 
to connive at fmuggling. 

Siich, Sir F ■, are the allegations brought 
agairift you, of the truth of which, next to what 
paffes in your own breaft, you will find the moft 
convincing proofs in your letters to the Secretary 
T>f S e, and the Commiffioners Memorial ro 
the T» M ■ ■ y, in the Lords proteft againft the 
c 2 repeal 
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repeal of the Stamp- Afit; in the petition of the 
Town-hall in Bojlon^ and the Governor's an- 
fwer ; in the Refolves and Addrefs of both 
Houfes of P « t^ touching the town of 

Bojlon ; and laftly, in an affidavit of one J. 
Toovey^ an Officer in the Cuftoms, who fwears 
to his having received, for the Ufe of the Go- 
vernor of Maffachufef% Bay, gratuities for his 
connivance at fmuggling *. 

Thefe crimes, Sir F- , are of too deep a 
dye to admit of being exaggerated. But one 
cannot help afking for which of thefe faithful 
fervices you have merited approbation and ho- 
nour ? Was it for your malignant mifreprefenta- 
tion of the intentions of Americay during the 
Stamp-Aft, or your repeated mi(information5 
touching ^;hc people of your own Province, with 
falfe and frivolous alarms of tumults, riots, and 
treafons, or your daring infringement of an ex- 
prefs Aft of Parliament, in quartering troops ? 
Or was it that crafty impofition on your Council, 
to deceive them into a cp-op^ration with you in 
violating the law, or your moft laudable plan 
for fub verting the G t, and making the 

C— .-n arbitrary ? Or, in fine, was it for that 
moft daring and flagitious Aft, of which the 
mod abandoned times furnifh not one prece- 
dent, the threatening the reprefenta^ive body of 
the people with diflblution, if they did not com- 
ply with the terms of your meflage ? What ho- 

npup 

5 Ptnjyhania CtiXQvldef June ig— 26, 1768, 
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nour and exaltation thpfe proceedings really de- 
ferve, I muft leave to the futqre operations of 
your own confcience, and to the difpaffion^t? 
judgment of every fri^qd to truth, to liberty japdl 
law. 

You have charged the people of your l^ro- 
vincc with outrageous oppofition to Govern- 
ment, and* contempt of all legal authority -, and 
you are, yourfelf, an itiftahce of the injuftice 
of the charge. Your having been fufFer^d to 
leave Ammca^ without any mark of popular 
violence or refentment, is a moft manifeft proof 
of their extreme veneration for the appeafanc6 
of authority and government, Athens and Rome 
faw frequently foch men as your E '■■ - -y fall 
immediate facrifices to tKe awakened vengeance 
of an injured people. Nor did any people, un- 
reftrained tiy the moft reverential idea of fove- 
reignty and power, ever fuIFer a man to trample 
with abfolute impunity on their moft facred 
rights; and by his violence and mifrepreferita- 
tion, bring into" danger their liberty, property^ 
and lives. Such are the evils that would inevi- 
tably flow from theit beiilg brought under an 
unconftitutional military power,* and being fub- 
jedted to the new mode of trial for treafon and 
mifprifion of treafon. 

Yet, with all your efforts, you have not been 
able to re-a6l in New England the tragedy of St 
Gi n *s Fields. Was your conference with 
jhe Noble L— d, who is illuftrious for the firft 

exhibition 
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cxHibition of that horrible performance, to dc- 
yite.5iinethod of employing the troops more ef- 
feBudtly on your return to your government? 
What clfe has the Southern department to do 
with that of America^ which has a peculiar 

S> y ? AS y more acute, it would 

feem, in difcerning and rewarding fervices of this 
kind, than in the jcontrivpce or execution of 
them. 

The avowed purpofc of your Excellency's 
coriiihg to Engl^ndy was to inform your S— — -n 
of the liate of the Colony in which you prefided. 
Arc you then more happy in elocution than in 
writing ? Or is it deemed dangerous to commit 
to paper any more fuch plots as t'hofe.^e have 
jdetefted ? For, as Mrs Macaidy^ in her excellent 
ttiftory, very juflly obferves, " XKere niay be a 
•' fa£tion for the C— -n, ias well as :^inli it ; 
** tind conlpiracies agajnfl;. freedorii,' as well as 
*' againft prerogative, • Whoever ^ptempts to 
"remove the limitations, neceflary^to render 
*' monarchy confiftent with liberty, are rebels 
" in the worft fenife j rebels to the )aws of their 
^* country, the law'6f nature, the law of reafon, 
« and the law of God/* 

Permit me now to take leave of your E« y, 
with an aflurance that I have fet down nothing 
In malice, fince I know you not, nor am in the 
leaft emulous of arriving at that honour. If I 
have fometimes betijayed a little afperity of ex- 
preffion, impute it, 1 Befcech your E> y. 



9 

to 



to^that .honeft indignation, which muft: arife iq 
the bofpm of every ftiend to Ijlteity arid virtiie, 
on reviewing the wick,ed fcheiiies which lead to 
their deftrudtion. In trqth. Sir F— _, I can- 
not help regarding you in the fame light with 
that incendiary of antiquity, who, in defpair of 
perpetuating his name by virtuous deeds, de- 
termined to immortalize himfelf by deftroymg 
that nobleft monument of Grecian art, the Epbe- 
fian Temple. Nor does it require a fpirit of di- 
vination to fdretel, that^ your E— -— — y will be 
flmilar alfo to him in fate-, who, to ufe a ner- 
vous expreffion of Mr P^p^, is 

I ' . 4^witfi tp: enjerlafiing fame. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS, 



To Sir P* s B^^^^d. 

March 9, 1770.' 

YOUR Excellency will pardon me for 
troubling you agai|L with the unpleafing 
reprefentation of your conduft in Bojion. I mean 
now to fhew, with how much honour and truth 
you afted towards the people^ ev.en in the f% 
cred moment of immediately i:eprefenting. yoijr 
Sovereign, 

What I fhall here lay before the public, .wUJ 
be an additional propf . how becojjiingly .yqi^ 

filled 



C 48 1 - 

Mlcd the bfficc of rcprefenting Majefty, the 
fountain of excellency ana honour ; with what 
good faith you conduced yourfelf towards the 
people ; and how entirely worthy you are of 
confidence and credit. 

The feledt men of BoJIoHj touched with the 
deplorable condition to which the mifreprefenta- 
tions of their enemies had reduced the town, fo 
as to bring it under the dread dilpleafure of 
their Sovereign, from whence it was furrounded 
with Ships of war, filled with Troops, and fub- 
jefted entirely to military government, thought 
it their duty to enquire from what caufes that 
difpleafure and its calamities arofe. For this 
purpofe they prefented an Addrefs to their Go- 
vernor, in which, after juftly and pathetically 
rcprefenting this fituatiqn of the town, they pro- 
ceed thus : 

" What ftill heightens the misfortune is, that 
" our gracious Sovereign and his Minifters have 
" formed fuch an idea of the prefent ftate of 
** the town, as to induce a Aeceflity of this naval 
« and military force, for the aid of the civil 
" Magiftrate, in the prefervation of its peace 
** and good order. 

•** Your Excellency can witnefs for the town, 
•* that no fuch aid is neceflary. Loyalty to the 
*' Sovereign, and an inflexible zeal for the fup- 
*' port of his Majefty's authority, and the happy 
** conftitution, is its juft charadler : and we may 
^ appeal to the impartial world, that peace and 

" order 
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** order were better maintained in the town, be- 
*' fore it was even rumoured that his Majefty's 
" troops were to be quartered among us, than 
*« it has been fincc. Such a mcafure then, we 
** are perfuaded, would never have been ordered 
•* by the wifdom of the Britijb Adminiftration, 
*^ had hdt the necefficy of it been drawn from 
" the rcprefentations of fomc of his Majefty*3 
** fcrvants in this Province. 

*' We therefore, in duty to the town we have 
*' the honour to ferve, refpedfuUy wait on your 
^^ Excellency, and pray, that you would be 
" pleafed to communicate to us, fuch repre- 
** fcntations oi facts anfy^ as you have judged 
" proper to make, fincc the commencement o£ 
*^ the laft year : and as there is a prevailing re- 
•' port, that depofitions are, and have been 
** taken ex parte j to the prejudice of the town^ 
•* and particular perfons ; may we not aflure 
" ourfelves, that your Excellency will, in jufr 
- *• tice, caufe to be laid before us fuch other re- 
*' prefcntations, as may have come to your know- 
*« ledge; that the town, knowing clearly and 
•' precifcly what has been alledged againft it, 
" may have an opportunity of vindicating it- 
« fclf." 

To this the Governor replies, ** I have no 
*' reafon to think, that the public tranfaftions 
*' of this town have been mifapprehended by 
*' his Majefty or his Minifters, or that their 
^ opinions thereon are founded on any other 
H ^ accounts^ 
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** accounts, than thofe publifhed by the town 
*' itfclf. If therefore you can vindicate your- 
*' felves from fuch charges as may arife from 
" your own publications, you will, in my opi- 
*' nion, have nothing farther to apprehend. 
February i8, 

1769, Francis Bernard/^ 

An anfwer fo general as this, could not pof- 
fibly fatisfy men, who were really aiming at a 
difcovery of the particular charges urged againft 
them, in order that they might the more efFec* 
tually vindicate their conduft. 
• The feledl men, therefore, preferred another 
Addrefs to the Governor, declaring they were 

' utterly at a lofs to know which of their tranfac- 
tions were contrary to law, or to the Britijh 
conftitution of Government : ** And we entreat 
" your Excellency would condefcend,'* fay they, 
** to point out to us j in what particular refpeft 
" they either have been^ or may be viewed in 
** fuch a lights that either the town may be 
« made fenfible of the illegality of its proceed- 

' " ings, or thatj upon the moft critical examina- 
" tion^ its innocence may appear in a ftill clearer 
"light." 

The Governor anfwers, " I did not mean to 
** refer to the diforders on the 1 8th of March^ 
" or of the loth oijme^ but to the tranfac- 
" tions of the Town- meetings, and the proceed- 
" ings of the felcdl men, in cohfcqucnce there- 
" of." 

It 
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. It is unneceflary to ^well much on the ma- 
nifeft abfurdity of this anfwer. The opinion of 
the King, and of his Minifters, and the quarter- 
ing troops upon the town, is imputed here to 
incidents which happened not one month before 
the troops landed ; that is, before the account 
of thofe proceedings could have arrived in Eng- 
land. But weak and palpable as this evafion 
appears, it was the only refource for concealing' 
the real caufe of thofe meafures having been 
adopted againft the town, which caufe will be 
feen in his Letters fince publilhed, and which he 
did not then apprehend would ever be made 
public, to detedt and convift him, 

Thefe anfwers were therefore evidently cal- 
culated to make the people believe, that he had 
wrote nothing againft the town, nor made any 
reprefentations which could induce his Majefty*s 
Minifters to take this unwarrantable meafure, 
of fubjeSing freemen to military government. And 
to make this impofition fure, he declares, that 
in his opinion, they have nothing to fear, if 
they can exculpate themfelves from what hap- 
pened in their own Town-mMings, fubfeq^uent to 
tl>e iitb qf]u\y. 

With wh^t veracity and honour you adftd In 

this bufinefs. Sir F , I fhall endeavour to 

Ihew : not in imitation of your E^-- y's can- 
did manner, by forced comments, forged tales, 
dark allufions, and fufpicious givings-out; but 
by the direft and unornamented teftimony of 
H 2 one. 
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one, who, if his pure and perfcft bofom can ad* 
mit even of the prejudice of congenial friend- 
ftiip, may be deemed partial in your favour, 
the tcftimony of Lord H» ■ h. 

His L' p in his fecret and confidential 

Letter to General G— e, dated the 8th of Jun^^ 
1 768, has thefe elucidating words. 

•« I tranfmit to you Copies of a Letter from 
*' his Majefty's Commiffioners of the Revenue, 
*< of my circular Letters to the feveral Gover- 
*« nors of the Continent in confequence of it ; 
*« and of Governor Bernard^s three laji Letters 
** to my office ; the contents of thefe papers will 
*^ evince to you, how neceflary it is become^ 
*' that fuch meafures (hould be taken as will 
*« ftrengthen the hands of Government in the 
*< Province of Majfacbufet^s Bay, enforce a dye 
•* obedience to the laws, and proteft and fup- 
*« port the civil Magiftrates, and the Officers 
<• of the Crown, in the execution of their duty/* 

And could you, SirF— , bearing the fa- 
cred office of reprefenting Majefty, the Imperial 
Majcfty of Britain, when conf(iot{s of having writ-^ 
ten fuch LetterSy thus pledge and proftitute your 
honour, in the public avowal of what you knew 
to be%ioft fraudulent and falfe ? Can you ftill 
walk in the fair face of day, ftill bear up againft 
the load of guilt you feel, and the accumulated 
fhame, which innumerable dete£kions have thus 
heaped upon you ? Retire, Sir F , and hide 
the fhame you cannot fhun j if you have yet 

one 
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pnc fpark tf yirtuc uncxtinguifbcd, |hcw h hf 
acknowledging, 

» Pudet hac opprohria nobis ^ 

Et did fotuijfe ; et non potuiffe refelli I . 

3Lcarn thus to fpare your friends, and difappoint 
your foes ! 

I have hitherto^ tenderly I think you muft 
acknowledge, judged your Excellency, and your 
noble coadjutor, in the plan of beHeging Bofign^ 
by the friendly evidence only of each other.. 
What I am now farther to add on this fubje£t» 
is in juftification of bis L^ ■■ p> by evincing 
from your own Letters, how unavoidable it was 
in him, to underftand them, as is mentioned 
above. 

The Grand Jury at Bojton^ after the utmoft 
endeavours of the Chief-Juftice, a creature of 
his Excellency, to prejudice them in the bufl- 
pefs, as appears from the Governor's own Let- 
ter, refufed to find a bill againft fome Printers, 
charged with a libel againft the Governor. 
Upon this- his Excellency writes thus to the Se- 
cretary of State's Office : 

" Senfible people, who have a regard for 
" their country, are much concerned at this de- 
^' feft of juftice. They fay, that it is a fymp- 
^^ torn of fuch extreme weaknefs in the Govern- 
f* ment, that it affords little hopes of its reco- 
" very. And indeed I do not expeft the Go-r 
*' vefnment will ever recover its authority, with- 

« out 
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«^ out aid from fupcrior powers. • If the ojipo-* 
** fition was direfted only againft perfons and 
^^ meafurcs, a reconciliation might and would 
^< foon take place, and all might be well again. 
*« But men and meafures are only nonriinal de-: 
** fendants ; the authority of the King, the fu- 
** premacy of Parliament, the fuperiority of Go- 
" vernment, are the real objefts of the attack ; 
«« and a general levelling of all the powers of 
*^ Government, and reducing it into the hands 
" of the whole people, is what is aimed at, and 
*^ will, in fome degree, fucceed, without fomc 
^' external aOiftance/* 

Was this a true reprefentatioa of the conduft 
of the people ? and had they really no reafon, 
as your Excellency aflures them, to apprehend 
any thing from it ? Or was you fo confcious of 
its notorious untruth, that you did not dream 
of a wife Minifter giving it any credit ? Or was 
it the play of a fportive imagination, amufing 
itfelf in fketching the great outlines of a pifture, 
which you were afterwards to fill up with- mobs 
and riots, the meditated murder of the officers, 
and enrollments, to levy war againft the King ? 
Could you in truth think that attempts to over- 
throw the King and the Government were not 
criminal, and that the authors of them had no- 
thing to apprehend ? Which then will you chufe, 
for you can have no other alternative, to confefs 
that you have forged thefe moft atrocious charges 

asainfl 
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againft the people ; or that the fads being trucj 
you publicly avow them to be innocent f 

Your Excellency continues the fame ftrain in 
your Letter oi March 19. "I fee fuch an op- 
«« pofition to the Commifiioners, and their Ofii- 
^< cers, and fuch a defiance to the authority by 
« which they are appointed, continually grow- 
** ing, that I can no longer excufe my inform- 
** ing your Lordftiip of the detail of fadts from 
<* whence the moft dangerous confequences are 
** to be apprehended. I am juft now, in the 
*' fituation I was in about two years ago, fure 
>* to be made obnoxious to the madnefs of the 
>« people, by the teftimony I atp obliged to bear 
^f againft it, and yet left expofed to their refent- 
!**•. ment^ without any poflible refort of protedtion. 
.*' I am then alked, Why I do not apply for 
" troops, as well to fupport the King's Govern- 
•" ment, as to protect the perfons of his Officers. 
•^' His Majefty's Minifters have within thcfe /i»r^ 
,^^ yearSyhttn fully acquainted with the defence- 
," kfs ftate of this Government, and therefore, 
" I truft, I ftiall be excufed leaving it entirely 
: " to the Adminiftration to determine upon ^ 
*' meafure, which they are much more able to 
. *« judge of, and anfwerable for, than I can be/* 

Here your Excellency appears to have been 

- repeating thefe mifreprefentations for three years 

paft, from whence you were fully fatisfied the 

. Adminiftration were able to judge whether it 

• was proper to fend over troops j yet, when thefe 

troops 
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troops are fcnt, you venture publicly to declare! 
it as your opinion, <' that iuch a meafure could 
*^ be founded on no other accounts^ than thofe 
" publiihed by the town itfclf/* And could 
you have applied for troops in more cogent 
terms, than reprcfenting your life in danger 
from doing your duty ? But to clear up all our 
doubts of what you truly expeded from your 
informations, you fay in your Letter of the 30th 
oijufyj 1768. *« As I have conftantly fent home 
*^ accounts of all occurrences, which could in- 
^' fluence this queftion ; Ibavi concluded^ that 
** a change of meafures muft originate at ff^ejf* 
^* minifterj and that the fitft orders for quarter- 
** ing troops at Bvfton^ would come from thence.** 
Is it not fomewhat unfortunate, that your private 
conclufions and public declarations ihould fo to- 
tally differ ? 

You begin that Letter, Sir F— -, thus : 
•« Since the firft beginning of the troubles of 
*' this town, to the prefent time, I have frc-^ 
** quently reprefentcd to your Lordlhip*s Office^ 
" the imprafticability of my applying for troops, 
" either for the fupport of the authority of the 
** Government, or the power of the Magiftracy, 
" both of which have been continually infulted, 
♦* and made contemptible for near three years 
*• paft." You then finifli it with faying, « Per- 
** haps, if no great mifchief is done in the mean 
*^ time, it may be much better for the troops 
»« to be ordered from England^ than to be 

<« brought 
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•* brought hithiq' by order or requifition from 
** any pnc in Americaj as they wiU be introduced 
« in a manner much more authoritative." Yet 
ai6^r ^l this, you innocently <]eclare you will 
leav^ it to Adminiflr^tion to determine on fend-r 
ing troops. 

I have thus fairly ftated the fads relating to 
this fubjeift, and jvith fuch cender^ei^ to your 
Epccelkncy, as /to alledge nothijog^againft you^ 
but from your own jLetters^ and from that of 
ypi^r loving and confidential friend. And now^ 
;Wiph.0Vt ajc^y fartj^e^ pomment, I muft leave if; 
j(9 pljie candid readers to determine, upon Ipokf 
ipg back to y9ur pubUp anfwers, what truth^ 
Iidm1^wyj^,r aDd what virtue, govern tb^ coa- 
^{xfy 9f 5»r >F«-*^)S B*— — d. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS- 



To ^ir F s B '^d. 

March 15^ 1770. 

YOU have contained, in your public 
defence ag^ft certain allegations pf tbe 
Afiembly of Majfacbufit^ £ay, that ypjii bftve 
been .called upon by anonympus wrii;^r^ ito an- 
swer thofc. charges before the public,; while you 
•ifreise.tad^votirijig to obtain a hearing .of ^heip 
h^W^ the King in Council. 

I As 
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As I believe no writer but myfclf has called 
Upon you, I am obliged to conceive your com- 
plaint was aimed at me ; more efpecially as I 
am informed, you lately and publicly declared, 
how much you was hurt by the publications of 
Junius Americanus. ' 

Before I proceed, let me again aflure you, 
that I have no perfonal acquaintance or enmity 

with Sir F B— — ; that I have not the 

leaft knowledge or conneftion with his accufers, 
nor arty partiality for them, more than what 
muft arife from a conviftion of their having 
been moft injurioufly treated. I have furnilhcd 
the public with the fads on which that con- 
viftion is founded. If they are mifreprtfented, 
let me be refuted. If they arc undeniable, let 
tbejiricken deer go weep. 

But, Sir P— , I am obliged to tell you, 
your complaint is artful and malicious. For if 
it means any thing, it is to charge me with en- 
deavouring to pre-judge a queftion, while it was 
depending Tor trial. Now, the laft paper I 
wrote againft, you, was printed the 2 2d of De- 
cember^ and thfe preceding day only the order 
for bringing ijfhe allqgationsao trial was rtlade, 
and announced the next. Nor fliould I even 
have rncntioned your condiift, between that time 
and the trial, had not a virulent libel again!!: 
' your accufers, tending to prejudice men againft 
them, rccalkd the queftion, and provoked an 

anfwer. 
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anfwer. Incidentally in that anfwer you and 
your tranfaftions were expofed^ 

Neither is it true, that ray charges againft you 
were thie fame with thofe of the Aflembly. Any 
one who will take the trouble of looking back 
to the Gazetteer of December 22, will be con- 
vinced they are different. With regard to the 
fteps which were taking either by your Excel- 
lency, or the Agent for the Province, I was not 
then acquainted with thetn ; though I have fincc 
been at the trouble of informing myfclf on this 
fubjciSt very particularly : I fliall lay that infor- 
mation now before the public, to prevent a 
wfong judgmenit up0n this matter, lyhich might 
be formed on certain proceedings intende4 for 
ypyr juftification. 

. On the z'fth of June 1769, the Aflembly of 
A&^Z^y^/'s 3ay, unanimoufly voted a Petition 
to his Majefty, praying him to remove Sir 
F m B«— » from that Government, for re^ 
peated a£ts of oppreffion therein enumerated. 
This was tranfmitted to their Agent, who pre- 
fented it to the JCing on the 14th oi September. 
On the 15th of July^ Governor B — —pro- 
rogued the AlTembly to J/iwtfry the loth; com- 
ing over to England-i prefented a Petition to the 
King in Council, accufmg the AflTembly, and 
praying for an immediate hearing of the charge^ 
they had alledged againft him* 

Accordingly the Petition of the Houfe w^s, 

on the ;i5th oiOScberj referred to the confide- 

I 2 ration 



r^i^n 6f a Cdttitftittecf of CcWftdl. About the 
laft of this month, the Agcilt, haviirg waitc?d'' 
oh the Secretary of State, recetvedf parcfle infer- . 
irtation of this reference*, which had" not officiany 
been intimatcci to him. Upon this be prefented 
a Petition to the King, prayhig^ for dtfe tinte 
and opportunity to fupport the allegations againft 
Sir F B— — ^. In anfWcr to this, he re- 
ceived notice the 2-2 d 6{ Decmhr^ that the Pe- 
tition wasf qrdrfed to a hearing ot\ the 27th of 
January. The evident infeffleiency of this in- 
terval, to tWrtfrtlit intelligertte of the trial W 
BoJIoffj and receive evidence* from thence, madd 
if necefl&py tb' prefer another Petition, praying 
fop feme months deky for this porpofe. Infte^ 
of that, it was ordered pcremptdrily to be hedtd 
on tbt 2^th of Felh^dry. Another Petition for 
lime^ from the abft>ItJ€e atfd n6tbriotJ$ impoClS- 
btlity of prddufcing evidence nt that already prt- 
fcrtbeds ^m aufwered by it perenrptory notice 
10 titcend oi) that day. 

I|i the ndfean time netts arrived fit)m Bojion, 
that, by exptefs ordct frbm the Secretary of 
Statfc, the Affembly v^a^, before any meeting, 
farther prWogued tO the t Sih of March. Thiis 
precluded from every hope of receiving inftruc- 
tions from hi» Cortftitiierits, the Agent drew up 
and prefented a Memorial, in which he entirely, 
on that day, declined attempting to fupport the 
Petition 5 and fubmitfted to their Lordlhips, 
^ ' whether*. 
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ii^jfiether, in their tri!K$om atid 'ja^cCf ttiff eotOd 
proceed to decide upon its mctitSj this F^tA^ 
tioticrsy MMppthcdj unheard, and, fromranev}*' 
dfent neceffity, intapaWe of bringing whateiF«r^ 
pfooft they might hare, to fupport the ttvtih 
elf the ailegadon^ they contained. 

Having thus ftated the fkfl* whh regatfd td* 
this proceeding, the public will make the pro^ 
per comment. I will only fay, that a man, eoink 
(cious of his innocence, W)uld not have 9Xt^ 
eked an immediate trial, when he was cttttAn 
the troth could not appear. The more ftilly 
and fairly an innocent man's conduft isf exa- 
mined, the more pure and perfeA muft be fnf 
vindication. And the impartial world will per- 
haps fufpedt, that fuch folrcitude to fupprefi 
evidence, could not arifc from any expefltatioit, 
that it would be inadequate to the fupport bf 
what was alledged. The Aflcmbly . which ac- 
cufed their Governor, afted as a political body ; 
their political exiftence depended on Mm whom 
they accufed; and he manifeftcd, no doubt, a 
confcioufnefs of his innocence, by foliciting and 
urging, that they might be called upOn tp prove 
their charge, at a time when he knew they did 
notexift.. 

It is much infifted on, that if the Aflembly 
had been pofleflcd of any proofs, they would 
have fent them with the Petition. The caufe 
muft be furely weak, that trufts for its fupport 



to fo frivobus an argument. 
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For whether they ev<?r thought of proof being 
demanded, does not appear. They prayed their 
Sovereign to remove an oppreflivc Governor; 
and they might well truft, that their folemn 
tcftimony of the particular inftances of his op- 
preffion would have been unqueftioned. But 
if ; they conjefliured their allegations would be 
ordered to a judicial hearing, they muft have. 
expeAed the comnK>n, notorious, and invariable 
courfe of juftice. And this is, to allow due 
f;ime for fuch evidence to be produced, as may 
be neceflary on either fide. This is fo ufual, and 
fo nianifeftly requifite even to the appearance of 
adminiftering juftice, that it was impofllble they 
could apprehend it would be denied to them. 
They haidly expefted an impartial Court would 
have demanded of them an impoflibility ; and, 
in the face of that, proceed to their condemna- 
tion. Such an apprehenfion would have been 
contrary to the firft principles of juftice, and to 
the conftant tenor of judicial proceedings. 

When the Houfe of Commons carry up to 
the Lords an impeachment againft any of their 
members, do they accompany it with their wit- 
ncffes? Or were a motion immediately to be 
made and carried, that they fliould prove their 
allegations on the fpot, or have them difmifled 
with cenfure, what would the world think of 
their Loi^dftiips juftice, or of the innocence of 
the impeached ? The Middlefex Petition will 
furnifh us a cafe diredly in point. It laid be-* 

fore 
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fore the King various articles of charge againft 
the firft Minifters of the kiitgdom. Suppofc 
the Gentlemen who prcfehtcd the Petition, had 
been commanded peremptorily to make good 
this charge in an hour's time, and in default of 
that it had been declared an infamous libel, what 
opinion would men have formed of the jufticc 
of the K_, or of the innocence of his Mi- 
nifters ? And can it be in any man's apprehcn- 
fion a lefs mockery of juftice, to demand wit- 
nelles to be colleded and tranfported from Bof- 
ton thither, in feventeen, or in feven and forty 
days, than from Middle/ex in one hour ? 

But it.is faid, the honour of Sir F— was 
fufiering under this impeachment. God forgive 
usjiirhen we touch a ipzxt already gaUed indeed^ 
He has madq his honour fo tender, that it will 
not bear the touch ; but (brinks, like the fenfi- 
tive plant, from the very approach of examina- 
tion. Yet is not the charader of every accufed 
,or impeached perfon equally under the fufier- 
ancje of imputation, as was that of Sir F- ■ 
Btp— ? Were the Lords, whom the AGddUfepc 
Petition accufed, leis tender of their honour, or 
lefs ccMifcious of their innocence ? 

If this hafty, I will not fay unjuft, proceed- 
ing of G.« ■ r B , be intended to juftify 
him in the opinion of the public, he is greatly 
miftaken. The people of England abhor inju^ 
tice. And the truth ftands like a primeval 

rock 
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jrock in ibe dceao, agaiaft which the waves m^ 
beat, but whidh they can oever overthrow. 

Of one thing I will veatiire f o aflupe hi$ £x- 
oeUcncy, that vrficncira: his coaduft corner to 
he judicially exanwied> he will fyid m^re deli^ 
J^/ratm^ and a d^trent iffke, 

JUNIUS AMEKICANUS. 



5V/*^ PEOPLE (/ENGLAND. 

Jamaty Sj 1770. 

JT 'has always been my opinion, that rfie Feo- 
jjle trf Efighndj (however they might atifirft, 
uniter iJie inftucncc of paffion or tnifappfch*ii- 
fion, condemn the generous eflforts of the Co- 
kmifts in the vindication of their liberties) when 
Tightly informed, would cncoqrage and applaiKl 
■ them. The prefent difpofition of the .piibHc, 
fiilly juftifies iSiefe femtmems ; a dilpofition, 
candidly open to the juft complaints of .^^wrrrft^, 
for the violation of her conftitutional tights, and 
in fpite of all the ibphiftry and 'faMhood of ittr 
(duftrioufly wicked men, the people now wifli to 
tfce them rcdreflcd. 

Many are the lefler grievances which Amema 
feels and rdcnts ; -but the grand one, that on 
which the reft are grafted, is thividlaUd rigit 9/ 
reprefentation. A former Houfe of Commons 

voted. 
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Voted, That it might be right and expedient to 
give and grant the money of the Colonifts in a 
reprefentative body, where all the Freeholders 
c^f' America had not a fingle Reprefentative. That 
is, they voted it proper to deprive the Colonifts 
of their right of Reprefentation, on which all 
other rights eflcntially depend. The prefent 
■ has voted, that the perfon chofen by a 

majority of the Freeholders of the County of 
Middlefex^ was not their Reprefentative, and that 
he whom a majority refufed, was duly elefted. 
That is to fay, the Freeholders have no right to 
choofe a Reprefentative, though on the free 
choice of him their liberties are abfolutely 
founded. Wc complain with earrieftnefs and 
ftrift propriety, that we are unjuftly and arbi- 
trarily deprived of one Reprefentative : the peo- 
ple of America (furely with equal reafon) com- 
plain, that they are deprived of all their Repre- 
fentatives. We are juftly alarmed at fo flagrant 
a violation of our deareft rights ; they are filled 
with aftonilhment, and glow with indignation, 
while they fee and feel the total lofs of every 
right as Engliflimen, and freemen. Can any 
one avoid difceming at once, how nearly fimi- 
lar the original grievances of America arc to 
thofe of this country. The difference lies only 
in degree. The Miniftry have adopted, and 
' already executed in one county here, Mr G— le's. 
Of rather my Lord Bute^s plan for enflaving 
4^erica. It were, indeed, the laft degree of 
^ K folly 
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folly to fuppofe, that if arbitrary rule was once 
fuffercd to cftablifti itfelf in Jmericaj it would 
not fpcedily travcrfe the ocean, and finally fix 
itfelf in England. How Ihort the time which 
has intervened, between the voting away in the 
>■ of ■ , the Liberties of America and 

of Great Britain ! So dangerous it is to admit 
flavifli pradices into any part of the doniinions ; 
or to fuffer, in any inftance, the vital princi- 
ples of the conftitution to be violated. Grafton 
and Grenville, are, indeed, the apparent con- 
trivers of thofe fchemes ; and the difference of 
the men, may feem to ftamp a difference on the 
meafures -, but it is certain they were both under 
the detefted influence of the Thane ; and that 
the attempts to abolifh the conftitutiohal right 
of Reprefentation in this country and in America^ 
fprung equally from the arbitrary St — t. He 
has fet upon, it his pernicious y^^/, and the im- 
prefTion is a rod ofiron^ for the fcourge of Free- 
men. Without this malignant influence, the 
daring genius of a G— — n ; the plodding ig- 
norance of a G— He ; and the immoveable 

dulnefs of a Hill- gh, would have been 

equally impotent. The complaints of an in- 
jured people would have been graciou fly re- 
ceived at the foot of the T— e; and thofe who 
have deceived their Sovereign, and abufed his 
fubjefts, would, ere this, have been brought to 
condign punilhment. It is of the utmolt im- 
portance to our mutual welfare, that this cir- 

cumftance 
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cumftance (hould be duly weighed. The me- 
ditated fubverfion of Liberty in both coun- 
tiies, fpringing from the fame fource, fhould knit 
America and England firmly in oppofition. Our 
utnfK)ft, united efforts are nccefTary to ftem the 
torrent of arbitrary power, that threatens now 
to bear down Liberty and all her rights be- 
fore it. 

America^ I can pledge myfelf for her, will 
unite with this country to the laft effort of de- 
termined oppofition. No people ever harmo- 
nized more in the trueft fentiments of loyalty to 
the Brunfwick line, as the eleded guardians of 
our iacred conftitution, founded in the noble 
principles of Magna Charta and the Revolution. 
Yet it is not to name, but to principles they 
are attached •, principles^ which they will never 
fuffer any King to violate with impunity. I 
am therefore earnefl in recommending to the 
free people of this country to cultivate the 
friendfhip of the Americans^ who are purfuing 
the fame facred caule of freedom, with the fame 
virtuous determination to fuccecd, or to perifh 
in the attempt. The caufe is common, let us 
be united in its fupport •, the Liberties of both 
countries are embarked in the fame bottom ; 
the fame florm that finks the one, will over-r 
whelm the other. No matter whether our grievr 
ances arife from former Adts of Parliament, or 
a prefcnt ■ of > .4. ■ , when the united 

voice ol" England, and America^ p;ipclaims them 
K 2 to 
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to be unconititutional and intokt^blc. A voice, 
impudenUy flikd by the Topis of dcfpotifm^ 
faSion here, and treafan there. Thofe writers 
would endeavour to perfuade us, that all oppo-. 
Gtion to the Butean fyftecu of opprefliont pro* 
cecds from difaffedion to an upright Govern- 
ment here, and, in America^ from difobedience 
to the juft legiflative authority of Great Britain. 
]put when the condud of G. ■ t here iball 
liave been uniformly fuch, as to alarm the moft 
unthinking, and incenfe tfie moft moderate % 

when a Houfe of . .m 0iaU have violated, 

towards America^ thofe very principles on which 
its own exiftence depends, the principles of Li- 
berty and of the Conftitution v difaffeftion in the 
people will be virtue 5 difobedience will be their 
duty. A higher powef than K— g or P ■ t 
may fomctimcs claim this virtue, and this duty ; 
the God of Heaven, who, when be gave us the 
rights of humanity, made it Impiety to furrendcr 
them to any earthly Being. It is not in nature 
but that caufes muft produce their effeds : who- 
ever would find the caufe of thefe difturbances, 
through the whole dominion, muft look for 
ihem in the cabinet of Lord B-^e; and to him 
muft the confequcnces, however great and ruin- 
ous, be imputed. Impreffed with the juft 
idea of the fubjeft, the public will regard, with 
equal contempt, the laboured fophiftry of an 
impudently pretended Review of the American 
Cohtroverfy, and the News-paper bable of an 
- Old 
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Old Mcnton Whether they are the virtiVHn 
lucubrations of a coxcomb Deputy to a pedaniic 
Secretary of S—^ 5 or of an envenomed reioilir 
of German Confiderations, from a Blanket^Ware^ 
houfe ; or of a cankered junto of difcarded 
American Agents. To enter into a formal tt* 
futation of them^ would be to offer an afiront 
to the common fenfe of men^ who cannot be 
mifled by fuch defpicable fophiftry ; and mighti 
difturb, too much, the repofe to which oblivioa 
and contempt has configned their produ&ions. 
Let us, in the mean dmr, never forget this im* 
portant truth ; that divijkm "mil endanger wr 
dear eft rights ^ and aid the views ofibofe who me-' 
dilate the abfolute fubverfim of our f acred confti^ 
tution ; but that the People ^/ England, and of 
America, united in their effort s^ wiU vindicate their 
Liberties from every attempt of a defpotic Stmrn^nK^ 
and maintain them; inviolate to the Idteft pofterity. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 



ro the PEOPLE (/ENGLAND. 

January 24, 1770. 

TH E general difcontent, prevailing at this 
time in all our Colonies, demands both 
the lumoft attention, to the caufcs that have 
produced it, and fome effectual means of re- 
moving 
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moving them. When a whole people are alarmed 
and aggrieved^ temporizing is ineSeAual folly ; 
their fears muft be compofcd, their confidence 
conciliated, their- wilhes fully met, their de- 
mands granted. Th« redrefs muft be ample as 
the grievance. To ofier them lefs, is to fufFer 
the fhame of a refulal, and give them the pain 
of appearing contamacious, when they are only 
confiftent. ,The demands of a free people are 
never to be trifled with 5 efpecially while they 
do not exceed thofe juft rights, which it were 
equal impiety and imprudence to violate. 

A manifeft and univerfal determination pre- 
vails in all our Colonies, not to fubmit to the 
having their money given in any other manner 
than conftitutionally, by their own Reprefenta- 
tives. What will be the full confequences of 
combating this determination, may be judged 
from thofe already p|-oduced. Confequences too 
obvious not to be forefeen, too fatal not to be 
dreaded. To urge this purfuit of a barren re- 
venue, and which, being in its principles fub- 
verfive of what the whole people deem their deareft 
rights, mult always continue unprofitable, if it 
be not unjuft, is furely impolitic. We are to 
facrifice, without any profpedt of an equivalent, 
the certain commercial benefits we fhould other- 
wife enjoy with our Colonies ; and alienate from 
us efFedually their confidence and afleftion for 
ever. And furely, if by the iflue we may 
judge of meafures,. evil policy never fet its feal 

with 
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with a ftronger hand, than on the late fyftem 
for raifing a revenue 'm America. With this 
view, fo many laws and regulations have been, 
of late years, accumulated on each other, thaJt 
much is to be done. tOi eradicate the evil, and 
prevent its creating further difturbance to the 
peace of the Colonies, and injury to. the com- 
merce of Great Britain. 

The firft grievance of which they complain, 
is the having their property granted to the 
Crown, in an Aflembly wherein they are jiot 
reprefcnted ; contrary to the moft antient and 
moft important principles of conftitutional li- 
berty. 

In the year 1763, it was firft declared both 
juft and neceflary, that a revenue fhould be 
raifed in America *, and accordingly the Houle 
of Commons, reprefenting the people of Great 
Britain^ proceeded to give and grant to his Ma- 
jefty the property of his Amet^ican fubjdfts. Hi- 
therto the Americans had been ufed to have their 
trade and commerce, that is, the means of acquir- 
ing money, regulated to the intereft of Britain^ by 
a Britijh Parliament. But of their property fo ac- 
quired, their own Reprefentativeonly coulddifpofe. 
Here the line was drawn between the fuperintend- 
ing fovereignty of the parent ftate, and the confti- 
tutional liberty of her Colonies. Unhappily it 
was now determined to pafsthis line, which, 
like Cafar^s pafling the Rubicon^ threatened the 
abfolute fubverfion of freedom. The property 
•' of 
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of the Colonifts, however hardly and fparing\y 
acquired, under a multitude of parliamentary 
refl:ri(5tionSy was to be no longer in their own 
gift, but in the difpofal of a Power uncon- 
n^fted with them, unlimited, uncontroulable, 
unamenable to them. This was an innovation 
truly alarming, as it ftruck at the very root of 
reprefentation ; which, to ufe the words of a 
late writer on the Adiddlefex eleftion, " is that 
** great right, on the prefervarion of which the 
** people mufl: depend for the continuance of 
^* their freedom, and the fecurity of their pro- 
^ perty.** 

With regard to the juftice of it, I have but 
one queftion to alk -, that is. Whether the Free- 
holders of Great Britain would think it juft, 
that any man, or any body of men, except the 
Reprefentative chofen by themfelves, ftiould dii"- 
pofe of their property ? The confideration of 
this, will bring home to every man's bread, the 
feelings of the people of America at the invafion 
of a right, of the value of which they are as feri- 
ble and tenacious, as becomes the pofterity of 
Britons. 

What are the fentiments of this nation, touch- 
ing the facredncfs of the right of reprefentation, 
maybe coUeded from the general indignation 
excited by the fmgle inftance of its violation in 
the Middlefex eledion. And if the people he^e 
are fo difturbed by an attempt to diveft a fingle 
county, in one inltance, of this invaluable frad- 

chifcp 
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chife, think whiat mufl: be the feelings of the 
Americans^ from an adlual and formal disfran- 
chifement of their whole body. 

. Ih principle, this difpute is eflentially the 
fame with that which fubfiftcd in the laft Cen- 
tury, between the people of this Country and 
Charles the Firft. The advocates for the Crown 
exhaufted every argumfnt that could be devifqd, 
in fupport of a claim fo fundamentally uncon- 
ftitutional. And indeed the reafonings of Lord 
ButCy Mr GrenvillCj and their Partizans againft 
America^ are the babblings of children, com- 
pared with thofe of that time. Yet the com- 
mon fenfe of right outweighed in the minds of 
men the utmoft force of logical fophiftry, and 
eluded every fubtlcty and refinement of artful, 
declamation. The claim, however, was urged ; 
and hiftory is rendered illuftrious by the ifliie ; 
an iflue to which we fhould devoutly pray, the 
juft Arbiter of things may ever bring fuch pe- 
rilous difputes. If it be alked. Why the peo- 
ple were fo averfe to this power in the Crown ? 
it mufl: be anfwered, Becaufe the King was in- 
dependent of them, unconnefted with them, 
favc in a political relation, not participant in 
the burden, but profited by the exorbitancy of 
taxes. The fame reafons precifely govern the 
Americans^ in not acquiefcing under the having 
their property given and granted by a Britijh 
Houfe of Commons. Nor can I better exprefs 
the.prefent fenfe oi America^ than by the fenti- 
L ments 
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ments which Lord Clarendon delive rs, as thole 
of our anceftors in the c^ of (hip-money r 
*« When they found it,** fays he, «• demanded 
^ as a right, and upon fuch grounds as every 
^ one felt were not conftitutional, and fo loft 
^ the pleafiire and honour of being kmd and 
«^ dutiful to the King ;, and inftead of giving^ 
** were required to pay, and by a logic which 
^ left no man any thing he could caU his own, 
** they regarded it as an univerfal grievance^ 
•« and an impofition, to which they thought 
** themfelves bound, in confcience and in juf- 
^ tice to themfelves and to their pofterity, not 
•* to'fubmit/* 

The fame caufes wiB invariably produce the 
feme effe&s v and as thele were then the gene-- 
Tsl fentiments of England^ fo they are now uni<- 
veriaUy thofe of Ammca. The King and the 
Houfe of Commons may differ in nan^e, but 
unlimited power makes them in effed the fame,, 
except that it is infinitely more to be dreaded 
in manrf than in om. If they be equally un- 
^onnefted with, and independent of thofe whofe 
property they are to grant, without doubt they 
may be eqpally, if not more tyrannical. But 
the King can never be more independent of> 
9r more unconneded with the people oi Eng- 
land^ than the Briiijh Houfe of Commons is with 
all America. 

What is the fource of confidence in the Le- 
giflature,. but that the people conltitute one part 

of 
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trf it, which participates with them in die laws 
it makes, and the taxes it impofes ? Deftitute of 
this foundation, it can never reafbnably expeft 
the confidence of America ; efpecially as that 
confidence is conftitutionally repofed in its own 
Repfrefentatives. But without the confidence of 
the people^ the Gpverna;ient nmft be tyrannic^, 
or ceafe to exift. 

The Non-ek&or^ oif Great Britain are vir- 
tually, fec^ure, in having their property gwited 
by, x)^ Hotftfe of Gmnmons \ bec^ufe both the 
numbers of that Houfe» and their eonlftituicnts, 
ihare in the burdea of t^i^ igrant. This diQienfes 
liberty and fecuri(y coi every individual ; and 
;from thence ^riiib9 chat univerfal <:onfidence, 
which is eJientiaUy necefiary to the fubfiftence 
of a free Government. But, on the contrary, 
the \fhfAt people of America are vircually infe- 
xure ^ becaufe there is. not only no participation 
with thei» byr the givers or their conftituents, 
l^ut an abfolute laving to both ; which, as it 
furniihes a temptation to exorbitant demands, 
muft hang over the Americans like a baleful me- 
teor, perpetually threatening the deftruftion of 
their piTOperty. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS- 
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To the PEOPLE of ENGLAND, 

January 25, lyyo. 

I Have Ibewn in a former letter, how far the 
exercife of this newly afferted right of tax- 
ing America againft her confent, is confifteht with 
juftice or expediency. But wc are farther told, 
it is ncceflary. It is faid to be necef&ry for de- 
fending and protecting the Colonies. During 
the late war what money they had to give, was 
granted, for thefe purpofes, conftitutionally, by 
their own reprefentativc Aflemblies; and it is 
matter of no fmall aftonifliment and concern to 
them, that the fame care of themfelves cannot 
be trufted with them during peace. Then, if 
^ver» there was a neceflity for the intervention 
of this didatorial power ; but, under an able 
and honeft Minifter, the war was happily con- 
dufted without it, Indeed the very fuppofition, 
that a community will not provide for its own 
proteiftion and defence, is fo abfurd as hardly to 
deferve a ferious anfwer. But we find the fame 
plea urged in fupport of the King's right to tax 
his fubjefts of England in the laft century ; and 
the fame reply to it will fuffice for America^ that 
was then made by thofe who efpoufed the caufe 
of Liberty. *' It has been faid, that tonnage 
f J and poundage is no; npw granted to the King, 
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" and therefore, the King is forced to thefc ex- 
** troardinary courfes ; though it be not granteij 
«* yet I think it is taken % and I doubt not to 
^* the fame intent for which it was granted, the 
*' defence of the kingdom and guard of the feas. 
^* It is objeded, that perhaps the Parliannent 
'* would not have confented, and fo the king- 
** dom might have been loft. It is not:tol3e 
" prefumed, that the Parliament would deny to 
*« do that whifth is fit for the fafety and defence 
*« of the kingdom, their own eftates and lives 
f^, being' in danger.'* S^iqh was the argument 
of a patfiptic Judge in Mr Hampden^ s memo- 
rable caufe: And moft furely it is not to be 
queftionedT, without the utnioft abfurdity, that 
the Reprefentative of the people, chofen for the 
purpofe, will more efFeftually provide for that 
defence, on which their own eftates and lives 
immediately depend, than a body remotely con- 
neded with America^ and not direftly interefted 
in its fate. Poor muft be the claim which fuch 
arguments can only be found to fupport; and, 
it would feem, that this new conduft towards 
our Colonies, is juft as little warranted by necef- 
fity as by j'jftice. 

Let us next confider how far it is calculated 
to fecure the dependence of the Colonies on the 
.Grown and Parliament of Great Britain. An 
uninterrupted courfe of loyalty, unimpcachcd 
from their foundation to this day, except in the 
^ipiable imagination of the illuftrious Governor 

Bernard^ 
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Bernard^ required lurdf no farther fccurity.. 
The very mention of it was an unmerited re** 
proach of an eminently loyal peopte« And \f;^ 
to alienate universally the affefiions and con&> 
dence of the Ammams^ if to unite them amas^ 
ingly in one determined complaint againft th^ 
L«]pflaturc of this country, be to fccurc their 
Impendence on th^ Parliament ; then has thii 
iyftem of taxation nmofl: efl^Oally anfwered the 
purpofe 5 for we hear one end of the Continent 
re-echo the comjdaints of the other; and we 
have feen a fingle meafore eSbd that union h^ 
a moment, which from the difiereftt cireum^ 
itanfces of our Colonies, appeared t<> be the ar- 
duous work of »n age* 

But they to whom thdfe commotions may 
fcem to ominate the revcrfeof fecuring the Atr 
pendence of our Colonics, will thihk it but com- 
mon prudence to defifl: from a meafure, which, 
kad it been indeed wifely and well intentionecJ, 
is unhappily produftive of the very evil we 
^ould ftiun. We may otherwift, perhaps, cst- 
perience with what truth my Lord Clarendon hi$ 
pbferved, that " Men pay too dear for theii- 
** want of providence; and find too late, that 
•^^ the negkSi ofjujiice is an infallible undermining, 
*« how undifcerned foever, of thzt fecurity which 
*• their policy would raife for themfelves, in the 
** place of that which wifdcm andjuftice had prOr 
>* vided for them." 
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Wc &are, tfeus fcen how littlq this iy^tm Jai 
gi:oundcd either in ncceffity, juftiqe or wif4Q«*^ 
And, indeed,, how fhopld it be fo, pljanQcd as it 
was by tnyhqrd Btasr as a part of that great 
fcheme for enAaving the whole domioion, and 
adopted by Mr G — ^IW for the favourite pur-' 
pofes of corruption, by augmenting the already^ 
riynous number of places ifi.the gift of the 
Crown ? The arbitrary Thane found one defti- 
tute enough both of wiAiom aod jjuftice, to exe^ 
cute that which one or both of thefe principles 
had withheld all former Minifters from attempt* 
ing. 

As a friend to conftitutional Liberty, I rejoice 
that the firmnefe of America has fruftrated the 
meafure, becaufe I am fure it was founded on 
priiKiples fubverGvc of ireedom ; and that the 
eftabliOunent of defpotifm in any one part of 
the dcmiwon, muft endanger the rights of the 
whole ecopire, Aturica^ viewed in its true Hght» 
» a nurfery for Britift> Uberty, which it is our 
intereft to prefervc inviolable. There, when fo- 
reign or don^ftic force,., which muft one day 
happen, fhall have triumphed here over the i¥^ 
bk ftruggles of freedom, the defperate furvivert 
may find their liberties and laws prefcrved frarft 
ruin. There the Britijh cooftitutioqi way tife 
aaiew, l^ke a Phoenix from her parental aflies^ 
to glory, llrength, and happinefs. 

The next grievance \% as aftonifliing as k is 
oppreffive^ Ii:.i& no ieis than ibe inirodM£Hon af 

the 
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the ddious and arbitrary powers of Excife into the 
Cuftoms of America. After the full difcuflion of 
this matter in Sir Robert fValpole's time, the de- 
monftration of its pernicious tendency, and the 
general indignation which his attempting to efta- 
blifh thofe powers, excited here, it is a little 
wonderful, not that the northern politician fhould 
attempt it in America^ but that any Houfe of 
Commons Ihould aflent to a law, which they 
knew would bring every fellow-fubjeft in the 
Colonies, under the arbitrary dominion of the 
meaneft fcrvant in the Cuftoms. I wifti, indeed, 
it were the only proof how little tendernefs there 
was in the late Houfe of Commons, for the 
deareft rights of thofe with whom they had no 
connexion, on whom they had no dependence. 
Neither they themfelves, nor their conftituents, 
were to (hare in the hardfhips of thofe laws, 
which laid open every man's houfe in America 
to a General Warrant, and left his property at 
the mercy of every infamous informer, and of 
a party Judge. But, funt lacrym^e rerum et mentem 
mortalia tangunt ; and the people of England^ at 
large, will not hear unfeelingly, as their former 
Reprefentative, the calamities to which their 
fellow-fubjcdls in America are expofed, by the 
violation of their moft eflential rights. 

In the 5th year of Geo. III. it was enafted, 
♦• That the forfeitures and penalties inflidled by 
this, or any other aft or afts of Parliament, re- 
lating to the Trade and Revenues of the faid 

Britijb 
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i5r////Zfc'Cc)tonies or Plantations m America^ which 
Ihali be incurred there, Ihall and niay be profe- 
cuted,' fued for, and recovered in any Court of 
Record^ or in any 'Court of Admiralty in the 
faid Colchiies or Plantations where fuch offence 
fhall be committed, or in any Court oiVice-Ai- 
miraliy^ \^}^\c\\ may or ftiall be appointed over 
all America^ at tlie direction of the infortner or 
frhfecuior.^* 

- Beffore we proceed fartfer, it is neceflary to in- 
form the reader, that in this Vicer Admiralty 
Court, Z.King's Judge^ holding, his place during 
fienfurcj and receiving his falary out of tjie money 
arifing from the condemnations in his Court, de- 
termines all caiifes.^ between the Crown and the 
ixxhl^^y without a Jury. 

- It being thus put in the power of the informer 
to have the; caufe brought into this Court, it could 
hardly' be apprehended that he would negledt 
commencing the profecution, .where he was fure 
of partiality, if not of injuftice in his favour. 
But to guard againft a poflibility of the fubjeft'^ 
efcaping this tremendous Court, another Adt of 
the 8th of Geo. III. gives the right of appeal, 
from the Admiralty, to the Vice-A.dmiralty 
Courts in their refpedive jurisdidion. Nor does 
the tendernefs and attention to informers end 
here ; bUt, that the unhappy American fubjedt 
may be ^harraflcd without hope of redrefs, it ijs 
provided, by the -46th cUule. of the former Aft, 
*' Thac-if-JudgmeiAlbc given infavour of the 

' " M fubjeft, 
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fubjea, and it (hall appear to the judge, that 
there was a probable caufe q£ ieizure, the f^b* 
je£i: {hall not be entitled to any coils of fu;c 
whatfoever ; nor fliall the pcrfbn, who feized the 
(hip or goodsy be liable to any adion or profe- 
cution on account of fuch icizure." 

Here let us Hop and confider the fituatioa of 
the American fubj.eft under thefe laws. He is 
expofed to the malevolence of informers, who 
are tempted to injure him by interefl aiid ab(b- 
lute fecurity i.the facred trial by Jury ia wrefted 
from himv his property feized for the King,; 
and cUioied ^y him, is to bie afcertained bjpii 
party Judge, almoft bribed to do him injuilice*. 
In all this we may furely lee^ that neither hid 
peace nor his property were coxrfulted when 
thefe laws f aflcd v yet they were as much con- 
fiilted as he can reafonably expedt they ever will 
be, where he has neither reprefcmative,. connec-^ 
tion, nor influence. 

JUNIUS AMERIC ANUS. 



Yo the I>EO?LE ^/ ENGLAND^ 

' January 31, 1 770. 

ON E would have imagined, that the mea^ 
fure oi American opprefiion was nowfujlv 
and that even tyrani); i^eli^iiQutd hardly have 

wilhed 
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m^edio render property moce iniecune, or the 
fitbje£k more miferable, than by encouraging and 
p!9telling Informers J and^bUJhing a partial Courts 
ivherein^ divefi£d jof bis ri^bt of trial by Jury, be 
Wiid never bope forjujiia. But as long m any 
forms of law. in fkroiir.of the peopUy (ri>ftr446t:dd 
the Officers of Revenue^. in* entering wH^re they 
diofe, and' feizing what £bey pleafed, ill tl^e tights 
o£ men atid of &ritijh :i^c&B could ii6t be wan- 
tonly trampled upon by thefe kind of men, who 
M13 enrtr ready tQ be the infamous Tools ^aitd- 
twyif*wer> Ttefe bars, howewr, were foott re* 
mpvtiL An Aft of Parliament enabled his M — y 
to appoiat Commifilpners of Cuftoms in Amerita^ 
with fuch powers as he Ihould think neceflary for 
.oJlefting the Revenue* Had fuch unRmited power 
been wfted in his>M^*-— y for this country, the 
ufing it to the oppreffion of the fubjedt would 
hx^ been reftfained, or might have been pu- 
niftied by impeachments in Parliament, excited 
by the complaints of the Conftituents to their 
Reprefentative: But to what Reprefentative 
fliall the people (si America complain, when they 
fed the prcflTure of this iron rod ? Their Afiem- 
blies have no power over the Officers or Mi- 
niftersof the Crown; and with the Parliament 
here, they have neither intereft flor power. J 
mention this only to Itiggeft to the people of 
England^ how additionally grievous this treatment 
of their feUow-fobjefts in America is, fronji its 
being in its nature without any hope of a confti- 
M 2 jtytion.^! 
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tutional redret. And they vnW then fee, that 
the redrelfing mcafurej at prefent adopted by 
the Americans^ of defifting from the importa- 
tion of -Br//4^.xnanufadures, is not prompted 
by difafFcftion, either, to thcCrown or people 
of this.Qpuntry, nor by a contumacious >fpirk> 
but by abfolute necellity, .as .the only probable 
mean3) Aext to an appeal to Heitven, of obtisftii- 
ing a redrefs of grievances that are not to be 
born. 

In confcqufence of the power vetted' in the 
Crown, a commifTion iffued for the collic^ioii 
of the Cuftoms in America^ which -riiay challenge 
the moft .arbitrary times of this country for any 
thing fimilar tp.it, ; The reader will judge: whiat 
liberty or fecurity could remain to the fubjedt, 
who l|ioyld tamely fubmit to * the' following 
powprs. 

*' We have further given and graotcd, and 
^* by thefc-,pTefen|:s do give and grant unto you 
" Qur faid Commiffioners, or any three or morp 
" of .you, and tp ^1 and every the ColleAors, 
*' Pepu ty- Colleftors, Minijlurs, Servants^ and other 
" Officer s^ ferving and attending, in all and every 
*' the ports or other places, within the limits of 
« this your commjffion aforefaid, full power 
** and authority from time to time, and as often 
^' as need fhaU require, to adminijter on oatbj or 
*' oatbs^ to any perfon or perfons^ for and concern- 
** ing the cuftoms and other duties herein men- 
** tioned, which by the laws apd ftatytes rela?:? 

*f ing 
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^i- Ing. toi; bHe fclid '- Revenues, br any ufage >ot 
^rrrppatak^fOFithcC'better ccllefting and mftnttg- 
*v ing' thereof in* fuch^ cafes, -cari of may be laW- 
M fully ad'miniftered. And moreover, from time 
*«. to time; at your ^r tbeir^ or airf of your or' their 
♦« wills and pteafur^s; to enter and go on lioard 
*> any fhip, boat^ dr other veflH, riding, lyingi 
Hiir being withto, and fedniing into any pbrti 
***.harbour, creek, or haven, within the limits 
^iof this your Gommiflioh.aforefaid, "and lucTit 
** '(hip, boaJc, b? Vcffel, theri 'and there Tound', ttf 
" fearch and furvey, and-the* perfons therein 
<<i being, -ftriftly-tOTsX^mlrie,' touching and c6n- 
^ cerriing'thepremifes -, arid klfo ih the day-tiirie 
*5f ito enter and . go into ariy^ warehoufe, fhopj 
" cellar, 'and other place,-' where any goods, 
«*r?wares, «f ilPietchSh^izcsTie iohcealed, orare 
"fufpefted'tb lie '^'concealedv* whereof the cuf- 
<*toms, or "other duties, have not been paid, 
" fcf ^. and the faid houfe, warehoufe, (hop, cellar, 
*^ and other place, to fearch and furvey, and all 
^ and every the trunks, chcfts, boxes arid packs, 
*' then and there found to break open, and to all 
" and every other the matters and things which 
" (halLbe found neceflary for our fervice in fuch 
*' cafes, and agreeable to the laws and ftatutes re- 
!♦ lating to the faid Revenue,*' 

Now, left the mention of laws and ftatutes 
fhould feem to limit thefe defpotic powers, it is 
neceflary to inform the reader, that there is not 
one law or ftatute, relative to American Reve- 
nue, 
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fHie, which favours or gulrdi .the fubjcA. He 
can have no hope of redrefst but from tfa^^com'* 
tnoahwi and that this is not deemed a ibfii- 
c^.£i&guaF^, jippears from this, that Patiiat^ 
iq^lias provided 4 parti<:ulai'ftatute to protieft 
fhe-^^t^cA here,: making a fpecial warrant on 
oath neceflary to enable an officer to enter it 
houfe lor feizure of unaccqftomed goods. But 
^\4bm^f, this commiflioo operating as a Gene^ 
if^ Warrant, lays open every hojufe, and vrhae- 
ever ixxonuinS) to the will and f^^afum of the 
meaneit (ervant in the Cuftotns,. . 
„, Bad as thii$ i^ its arbitrary colouring is ftill 
heightpnedt by making the. Courts and all civil 
pi^rs fiabferyient fo. their purpofes, as is done 
IB the fblk>wing part of the fame commiinon. 
,.**.. And we do hqreby ftriAJy command apd 
^ jcharge all and fingnlar our Officers and Mi^ 
" nifters, who now have, or hereafter ftiall have 
«. any office, power, or authori^ derived from 
**: or under our High* Admiral, or Cofnmiffioner^ 
*^ for executing the office of our HighrAdmirajt 
^ for the time being, as alfo all and every our 
*^ Vice- Admirals, and Juftices of the ! Peace, 
** Mayors, Sheriffs, Conftables, Bailiffs, Head- 
** boroughsy and all other our officers and fub^ 
** jefts whatfocver, that they and every of them; 
*^ be unto you and every of .you> and all and 
*< every your deputies, coUedors, fervant$, mi- 
** nifters, and ot;her officers, aiding and affifting 
*' in the executioci of the premifcs, and obedienl 

^^ to 



^ der p^< iof. pur high difpleafare^ aqd the utM 
« moft perils that toaly filI>thciBOfi." 

One cannot . help agaia.remiurku]^ here anar* 
bkrary ftcp, outftrct^hing ftardty .anjr authority^ 
tjiat evier y^t w^^ exerciiiec} in the Britrfo' dottAr-^ 
nions. It is making the whole civil power abK 
fcdutely fub&ryient cotbe jXkeafkeft.oBicer in 'the 
Cuftoms, by enjoining complete t>bedieitce to 
their orders and .dire£^ion3. . < . 

The juft indignation, which the very contem- 
plation of ftieh outrageous poweiis excited ^ in 
the people, iiave prevented the officers front 
daring to attempt the violences with which tkey^ 
are empowered by this commifilon. But let U9 
fuppofe the people to have been ccftf§rmahk t9 
tie i46as,0ffi6wermr Bcsnxfdf and ti>i Cmmif* 
Jimnrs^: fiEabnnfliivc to this good governmenti we 
ni^t then hMrefeen ao infolent, though l^wv 
Qiicer of Cufbcns, entering che firft man'^ hoofe 
iAtheColoA^y, Ordering the Judge-Admira^ Jui^ 
tices, (^c. .t9: break open . doors, chefts, trunks^ 
i^c. and commit whatever outrage his^ brutal 
temper might fuggeft. Yet this, would be all 
under the authority of a government, which 
(hefe amiable m^n would. perfuade the people 
k for their good, necefiary foi: the prefervatioti ^ 
of order, ^d perfe£Uy confident wich the rights 
o^frecmea^ 

• ' Thus gtictred, mjurcd, aittiinfuk^d, the .^^ft^w* 
tuMs have appealed to reafon by remonftrances^ 

and 
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and irtiplored mercy by petitions, in vain. The 
fire of ojppreffion was fcarce extinguiflied by the 
afhes of the Stamp- Aft, before it • was kindled 
ane,w by another Re venue- A61, with its defpotic 
train of Admiraky Courts, and Commiffioners 
ofCuftoms. It is againft this oppreflion, that 
America is now combined in oppofition ; not 
againft the juft authority of Parliament,' which 
they revere, nor againft the profperity of Great 
Britain^ to which they have the moft cordial at- 
tachment. 

. It:is true, the Americans have, in the courfe of 
this difputc, aftcd often with a degree of violence 
and Warmth, which may appear unwarrantaMc 
ta thofc who. have not confidered the grievances 
which gave their paflions birth. As every means 
have been ufed, it would feem intentionally, to 
irritate and inflame them; mv greateft wonder 
is, that the flame has not burft forth with more 
deftruftive fury. The true reafon of it is, that 
an habitual loyalty to the Crown, reverence for 
Parliament, and afFeftion fpr England, with which 
they have been conftantly impreflfed, are not 
eafily removed. Hithertathey have vented their 
pafllon chiefly in words, and my Lord Clarendon 
well obferves, that " Modefty and moderation in 
** words, never was and never will be obferved 
** in popular councils, whofe foundation is li- 
** berty of fpeech." Let us beware how we turn 
this tide of their good aflfeftions, left it Ihould 

- bear 
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bear down laVir and order before it ; and produce 
confequences at which wifdom and humanity 
muft fhudden 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 



To ibePtOPhTi ^/ENGLAND: 

February 3, 1770. 

rr has been fliewn in thd Addreffes with which 
I have troubled the public^ that the whole 
fyftem of Revenue in America is completely ar- 
bitrary J and if fo, I need not fay it is uncon-* 
ftitutional. Words atid declarations can never 
alter the efiential nature of truth, nor make that 
coniiftent with a free conftitution^ which, in its 
principle^ is clearly and uncontrovertably def- 
potic. 

We have feen the property of the Americans 
granted away without the confent of the people, 
or of their reprefentative, which, Mr Locke will 
inform us, is manifeftly and fundamentally uncon- 
ftitutional ; we have feen new Courts eftabliifhed 
with powers, not only incompatible with J?n- 
tifo Libertyj but with every principle of juftice ; 
and we have feen a commiflion difpenfing abfo-* 
lute authority, and fubjefting all America^ and 
the civil power, to the will anH pleafure of five 
Commiifioners and their menial fervants, 

N The 
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The ftate of the fubjeft then in Amirk^^ iindcr 
thofe laws, is this : he is to be tried without 
Jury, his houfe is to be entered, and his locks 
forced, without oath or warrant 5 his Ihip and 
good^ may be feized, and if evcr-fo unjuftly or 
injurioufly, he is precluded from an adlion of 
redrefs or damages. 

Tliis cftablifhment will appear in its true 
light, by contrafting it with the provifion niade 
by ftatute-law, additional to that which the com- 
mon-law would adminifter, for the Security of 
the fubjeft in England. By li Chark^\h -thi i|>. 
It is enafted, " That if any perfon or fjerfons flisfll 
*« caufe to be landed or conveyed away ^ny <:uf* 
*' tomable goods, without due entry and pay*^ 
«« ment of the Cvftoms, then and in fuch cafe, 
" iipcm oath thereof maie^ before the Lo^rd Trear 
** furef, or any of the Barons q£ the Exchequer, 
^* or chief Magiilrat^ of the port or place where 
*' the offence fhall be committed, or the place 
"*^ r>ext adjoining thereto, it fhall be Ikvrfbl to 
" abd for the Lord Treafurer, &fr, to ifTue out 
•' a warrant to any peribn or perfbns, enabling 
^^ him or them, with the affifiance of a Sheriffs 
« Juftice of Peace^ or Confka^ky to enter int© any 
«< houfe in the day-dmc, where fuch -goods are 
•^ fufpedked to be coiKcaled.— Provided atways, 
** that no houfe (hall be entered by virtue of 
^* this Aft, unlefs it be in the fpace of one month 
'^^ after the oiBfence fo fuppofed to be commitfied. 
<' — Provifded 4ilfo, that if theinfonnation, whcre- 

" upon 
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^ upon any houfe ihall com^ to be &arche4^ 
«^ ihall prove to be falfe, chat then and in fuch 
*' cafe, the party injured, fhall recover his fall 
** damages and ccSis^ againft the informer, by 
*' aftion of trefpafs, tp be therefore brought 
^* againft fuch informer." 

This contraft requires no comment; I will 
therefore proceed to obferve, that the eftablifh- 
mcnt of Vice- Admiralty Courts, now made ia 
^mericuy is precifely fuch a grievance as was for- 
merly complained of and redrefled in this coun- 
try, as will appear from the i yhoifiicbardll. c. g. 
*^ porafmuch as a grea( and common clamour and 
♦* complaint hath been oftentimes made before 
<* this time, and yet is, for that the Admirals 
*^ and their deputies hold their felllons within 
^' divers places of this realm, as well within 
•• franchife, as without^ accroaching to them 
♦* greater authority than bclongeth to their ofr 
^' fice, in prejudice of our Lord the King, and 
•' the common law of the realm^ and in diminifh- 
** ing of divers franchifes, and in the deftru6liQa 
" and • impoverilhing the common people ; it is 
" accorded and aflented, that the Admirals and 
" their deputies^ ihall not meddle from hence- 
*< forth of any thing done within the realm^ bvtt 
« only of a thing done upon the fea'^ 

Let me here afk, What plea will excufe the 

revival of a jurisdiction fo formally condemned 

as oppreflive and illegal? But there arc yet two 

circiumftances, which render thofc Courts infi- 

N 2 nitcly 
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nJtcly more pppreffive than I have hitherto rct 
prefcnted them. For eighteen Colonics there 
are, I think, four Vice-Admiralty Courts ap- 
pointed. It muft therefore happen, that a man 
may be dragged out of his own Colony, into 
another, to anfwer an information or libel ; and 
however unjuft and malicious it may be, he can 
have no reparation for his trouble, vexation, and 
expence. Unlefs it may be expected that a 
Judge, whofe intereft is to encourage informers, 
Svill difcourage and expofe them to puniftiment, 
by not certifying a probable caufe of feizure: 
an expedation fo frail, that it hardly furnifhfcs 
a jfhadow of hope. The other circumftancc is^ 
that thefe Courts may conie to have jurisdidiori 
in private property, in faft,' not relating to trade. 
An A<5t of Trade, 2 Geo. II. ch. 35, ena;6ts, 
«' That no perfon fhall fell or deftroy any White 
*« Pine-trees, except only fuch as are the prot 
f' perty of private perfons : other pine-trees, of 
« a certain fize, being appropriated to the Crown, 
" for the ufe of the navy/' By the Aft 5 Geo.lXt. 
ch. 15. " All the forfeitures and penalties in- 
** flifted by this, or any Aft or Afts of Parlia- 
*f ment relating to the Trade and Revenues of 
*' the faid Britijh Colonies and Plantations in 
*' America^ which fhall be incurred there, (hall 
« and may be profecuted, fued for, and reco- 
« vered in any Court of Vice- Admiralty, which 
" may or fhall be appointed over all America.'^* 
From the tenor of thefe two Aft$j it may hap- 
pen. 
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pen, that an information laid againft a man fbir 
cutting a white pine-tree, though, in faft, in 
his own land, will bring it to a determination 
before the Judge-Admiral, and make him arbi- 
ter of the fubjed's property of this particulat 
defcription -, which, how fubverfive it is of the 
common law of the realm, requires no expla- 
nation* 

The next American grievance, to which I Ihall 
beg the attention of the people of England^ is a 
late attempt to eftablilh a form of bringing over 
the American fubjeft, charged with treafon, or 
mifprifion of treafon, for trial in England. 

The authority on which this attempt is founded, 
and the hardlhips that would attend an American 
fubjefted to it, confpire to give it the ftrongeft 
features of cruelty and oppreffion. An Aft of 
Henry the Vlllth, made before the Colonies were 
in being, and never applied to them fince their 
exiftence, is now declared to be legal authority 
for bringing over the Colonift from his friends, 
from the Jury of the vicinage, and from all legal 
power of proving his innocence, to be tried 
among ftrangers, for a crime to which the law 
annexes the higheft punifhment. For all trea- 
fons,, the law of the Land is moft explicit in de- 
fining the crime, and fecures to the accufed the 
fuUeft and faireft trial. Now, inftead of this, 
the American^ under this new mode of trial, 
needs only to be accufed, that he may be con- 
demned. For no Court here, having, by law, 

any 
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any power lo iflue a precept for bringing wiN 
neflfes from, or taking affidavits in, America^ the 
accufed is thereby incapacitated to difprove the 
charge. The Jury of vicinage, fo facred in the 
law, is iludioufly taken from him, and he is to 
ftand among ftrangers, prejudiced againft him, 
perhaps by minifterial management, to prove 
his innocence without witnefles, and withftand, 
without friends, the whole influence and art of 
government. For it muft be obferved, that ncf- 
thing but a determined fpirit to opprefs and dc- 
ftroy the man by any means whom the laws pro^ 
tefted from their unjuft efforts, could ever prompt 
government to innovate on the eftablifhed mode 
of trial. And it is a curious part of the privalp 
hiftory of this proceeding, that a I^orth-Britijh 
J^ — d drew forth this rufty iron rod, for the un- 
juft afflidlion of America^ which the honour and 
juflice of England^ would not exercife over hiis 
rebellious countrymen. In the rebellion, a fpe- 
cial and temporary Ad: was pafled for the trial 
of the Scots rebels ; fo little did Parliament think 
that the Aft of Henry the Vlllth was fufficient 
authority for this purpofe ; or fo little were they 
inclined to fet up a conflant engine of oppreffion^ 
as is done with regard to America^ even againfl * 
a people fo manifeflly and deeply tainted with 
rebellious and unconflitutional principles. But 
the leopard changeth not his fpots, nor the mind 
of a Nortb'BritiJh Lord his tyrannical temper. 
It has been fblemnly adjudged ii^ the Courts gf 

Wejiminifter^ 
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Wefiminift&^ That no Aft of Parlamctit, in which 
the Colonies are not^xprefly mentioned^ doesex^ 
tend to thetn; and how much le& fhould an 
Aft made before they exifted? The Miniftry 
have, indeed, fappocted the fpirit of this Aft, 
which was tyrannical, though, in one reipeft^ 
favourable to thefubjcft \ for Henry was a Prince 
retnaiicable for being a tyrant under the appear^ 
ance of Parliamentary authority, and his reignfoN 
niihes a very ufeful Leffim for every EngUfiman ; 
which he ought to ftudy, that he may tine bcttef 
judge when the fame views of govcrnmcw pre-, 
ivail at Court* But, under this new mode of 
trial, fliould the poor American efcape death, . by 
his innocence appearing in deipzte of all ihefe 
tlifadvantages, he could not hope to avoid xfnvu 
Mot AmmcoM eftatcs in gpnerai would not h«dr 
(he expence, which would attend a trial cainritd 
t>n three thoufand miles from his refidencc. So 
that were this authority once, eftablifbed oisrcr 
America^ it would be in the power of every Go- 
vernor and of every Miniftcr, to devote whom 
they pleafed to deftruftion, or to ruin. For thfc 
Minifter or Governor is in the place, of a Grand 
Jury ; and a Jury of ftrangcrs in that of the vi- 
cinage. How abhorrent this is, from every prin?- 
ciple of hiKnunity, of juftice, of conftitutional 
Uberty and }afr, I muft leave to the feelings of 
every honeft bofom. 

Under the fenfe of the grievances I have al- 
ready enumerated, an American would naturally 

complain 



C 96 ] 

complain in the very words which our anceftoM 
ufed, under Charles the Firft. " It is not,*' faid 
they, " that Ship-money hath been levied upon 
*' us, but it is that thereby Ship-money is claimed^ 
" which is the gift and earneft-penny of all we 
*« have : it is not that our perfons have been 
** imprifoned, for the payment of Ship-money^ 
^^ but that our perfons and lives are, upon the 
•• fame ground of law, delivered up to will and 
•« fkafure. It is that our birth-right is deftroyedj 
•* and that there hath been an endeavour to re^ 
^^ duce us to a lower ftate than villainage. The 
<< Lord might tax his villain de haut et de bajfe^ 
«< might imprifon him, but his life was his own % 
« the law fecured him that t* 
. It is impoflible here to avoid obferving, how 
cxaftly fimilar the arbitrary difpofition of a Stuart 
of the laft century is, to one of this. For, as I 
have already declared, I afiert again, that thefe 
grievances flow from the counfels of a Stuart % 
and are a part of the great fyftem formed for 
enflaving the whole dominion by the favourite 
Thane. 

I (hall clofe the enumeration oi American griev- 
ances, with one which, like giving and granting 
the money of the Colonies, ftrikes at the very 
root of reprefentation. This is the Aft of thfe 
7thof G^^. III. ch.59, to fufpend the legijlative 
fower of the AJfembly of New York, for not raif- 
ing money on the people tofupply the troopSy agree- 
able 
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iMi to an An of Parliament. If any power on 
catth is to cormnand the Reprefcntativc of the 
people, when, and in w-hat fums to levy mone yon 
the fubjeft, how are they free ? Or what is fuch 
a tleprelentativc more than an inftrument for 
executing the arbitrary will of others ? For ** a 
« Parliament" (as Pyw juftly obferved on a fimi- 
hr occafion) " without Parliamentary liberties, 
♦^ are but a fair and plaufible way into bon- 
*' dage.** Whether fuch a proceeding be con- 
ftitutional or juftly to be complained of, on the 
p^rt of America^ will be feen from the Journals 
of Parliament, where the Commons of England^ 
in their own cafe, aflert their privilege againft 
James I. in thefe words : " We hol4 it an an- 
*' tient^ general and undoubt'ed right of Parliament, 
*' to debate freely of all matters which do pro- 
-•« perly <x5ncern the fubjedt and his right of 
^* eftart; which freedom of debate once fore- , 
^' dofed, the eflence of the liberty of Parlia- 
« mcnt is withal difiblved *.•' 

It is obvious to common fenfe, that the fame 
freedom of debate is eilential to the liberty of 
^every Ameriam Aflembly, as to the Houfe of 
Parliament ; and that the invafion of it, however 
made, is equally fubverfive of their antient and 
undoubted right. 

I have thus laid before the public, the capi- 
tal grievances which have, within thefe few years, 
been heaped upon the Colonies. The difpofal 
O of 

• Sec St JohiCh meflage on Ship-money. 
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of their property againjl their confent ; the ejlablijh- 
ing Courts and Commijfioners among them, with all 
the powers that are inconjiftent with liberty and 
law ; the rendering life as well as property infecure^ 
by the new mode of trial for treafon^ &c. and de- 
Jlroying all freedom of debate and determination in 
their provincial ajfemblies. Had thefe powers been 
executed by faithful fervantSj fupported by an 
adequate number of peace officers in regimentals^ 
and over a people fubmiflive to bend their necks 
to any yoke ; we fhould foon have feen the here- 
tofore flourifliing, becaufe free. Provinces of 
America^ wretched and wafte as thofe of the 
Grand Signior's empire, the miferable rcfidencc 
of flaves and tyrants. 

But let the people of England^ to whom the 
tyranny of a few can be neither profitable nor 
fafe, judge of the American as becomes them. 
They will then fee, that the government there 
ought to be rcftored to that center, on which the 
wifdom and juftice of our anceftors poifed it, 
referving to this country the fupreme regulation of 
trade \ and leaving to them j untdUched^ the difpo^ 
fal of their property^ and the f acred poffejfion of the 
common law of the land* 



JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 
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To the PEOPLE of ENGLAND. 

March 13, 1770. 

THE. late determination, in the H— of 
C , touching America^ is not fo ge- 

nerally underftood as to render an explanation 
of it unneceflary. It may be conceived, that 
relief has been given to the complaints of our 
Colonies; from whence the natural conclufiori 
will be, that they ought to be fatisfied. 

That every man may be enabled. to judge how 
far this is true, I fhall beg leave to recal to your 
minds the grievances of America, and to ftate 

the late tranfaftion in the H of C— — ^ — ; 

from which it will appear, whether, in any de- 
gree, thofe grievances have been redrefled. 

The Colonies then complain, that they have 
had their property granted away, contrary to the 
fundamental rights of Britijh fubjefts, without 
the confent of themfelves or of their Reprefenta- 
tives, by fundry Afts, but efpecially by one of 
the 7th of this reign, impofing duties on tea, 
glafs, paper and paint. That their houfes, locks, 
tfr. were laid open to fomething worfe than a 
General Warrant, namely, to the will and plea- 
fure of every officer or fervant in the Cuftomsl 
That their property in trade is rendered abfo- 
Jutely infccure, by the eftablilhment of a Board 
02 of 
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of Commiffioners of Cuftoms, with all the odious 
and oppreflive powers of Excife -, with Vice- Ad- 
miralty Courts, having a jurisdi<5tion fubv«-five 
of the firft principles of juftice, and of the efta- 
bliftied laws of the realm, from the dccifion 
being left to a partial Judge, without a Jury ; 
and by the higheft encouragement being given 
to Informers and Cuftom houfe Officers, with 
an abfolute fecurity, hy law^ from any punifli- 
mcnt, fhould their informations or feizures be 
ever fo falfe and detrimental : of which I will 
venture to fay, that there is not, in the moft 
defpotic country on earth, an eftablilhmcnt a| 
once fo cruel and unjuft. 

BeGdes thefe general grievances, there ^r^ 
fome which are local, yet confequentially aflfcdt 
the whole, and are equally deftruftive of frec-r 
dom, humanity and juftice, Thefe are the fuf- 
penfion of the legiflative power of the Aflembly 
oi New Tork^ for not obeying an arbitrary man- 
date ; though it is plain that no Aflcmbly can be 
free which is fubjeft to any controul whatever, 
but that of the people at large, by whom, and 
for whom they were conftituted : the txtenfion 
of an obfolete and arbitrary Aft of Henry VIIL 
for trial of treafon, (^c. to the Province oi Maf- 
fachufef^ Bay ; the quartering troops in Boifon 
againft law, and raifing the military above the 
civil power. 

Th^ Americans were fully fenfible, how fatal 
every one of thefe meafures were to the deareft 

rights 



rights of themfelves and of their children. But 
a$ they knew how many prejudices prevailed 
againft them in this country^ they confined tl^eir, 
foUicitations to the ref^al of the laft Revenue- Ad:^ 
And as the Board of Conuniffioncrs and Vice- 
Admiralty Courts, with all their detefted train 
of arbitrary powers, grew chiefly on that Afl:^ 
they had the jufteft reafon to hope, that the aboM 
Jition of them would follow that repeal. With . 
ibch a con&quence, this fmgle repeal, though 
ic would not have entirely redrefled their grkv-- 
ances, would have given them great &tisfaftioni 
And for the reft, they would have truftcd^to 
the wifdom, humanity and juftice of their parent- 
ftate. The Colonfcs, therefore, aflbciated againft 
this A& ; and all their orders for goods were on 
condition, it were repealed. In confequence of 
this, the merchants and traders of London^ pcti^ 
tioned for a repeal of that ASt. 

Now what has the H— — of C ■. done 3 

They have determined to amend the Adl, by tak- 
ing off the duties on paper, glafs and paint only. 
In every other refpeft, the Aft remains as before. 

It is therefore plain, that this meafure does 
not.relieve the commerce of this country, agree- 
ably to the prayer of the merchants ; nor redrefs 
any one grievance of which America complains. 
The merchants cannot, in confequence of it, fhip 
one fliilling's worth of the goods ordered \ and the 
Americans are left to groan under every oppret 

^on which they felt before. 

But 
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But it will be faid, there is fomc allcvfation 
given in the quantum of the tax. The produce 
of the whole duties in this Aft, amounts to about 
thirteen thoufand pounds a year -, of this nine 
thoufand arifes from the tea, the article which 
is left unrepealed. The redu&ion of the Reve- 
nue from thirteen to nine thoufand, is then the 
whole operation of this amendment. Neither 
is this faving any thing to our Colonies, becaufe 
they had determined not to take thefe articles ; 
and, therefore, the next year's duty upon them 
would have been very inconfiderable. 

I have thought it neceflary to explain this 
matter to the public, that, as I know thevfiw^- 
ricans will perfevere in their refufal to take . our 
manufactures, i\\\ their grievances are really re- 
dreiied -, that they may not hereafter, fuffcr in the 
opinion of their fellow-fubjcfts here, from a mit. 
apprehenfion of their having been already re- 
lieveiJ. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS, 



ro tie PEOPLE ^/ENGLAND, 



March 22, 1770. 

IHave hitherto fet forth the injuftice of the 
whole fyftem of laws and regulations, which 
have been made for our Colonics fince the year 

1763. 
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1763, I have (hewn it to be fubverfive of the 
firft and fixed principles of jBri///Z^ liberty, and 
entirely different from that plan, which the wif- 
dom and juftice of our anceftors eftabliihed. 

It was their policy to oherifh and conciliate 
the affeftions of their fellow-fubjefts in Ame- 
rica \ it is our folly to nourifh and enflame their 
enmity. It was their wifdom to draw riches 
from their Colonies, by making the mother 
country the center of one vaft and affluent cir- 
cle of commerce \ it has been our injuftice to 
extort money from them by unconftitutional 
taxation, and to fhut up, at the fame time, every 
channel of trade by which fpecie could flow 
into their ports. The fyftem of our forefathers 
was like the golden chain of Jupiter^ let dowa 
from heaven, and fixed in the earth for its fup- 
port. The links of it were framed by wifdom, 
and modelled by juftice. Mr Grenville chofe 
to fubftitute one of iron, forged by injuftice and 
oppreflibn. His fucceflbrs feem to have beat 
out his chain into a rod of iron, with which, 
after having diffolved all former confidence and 
affeftion, they are endeavouring to enforce obe- 
dience. 

The confequenccs of both fyftcms, have been 
juft fuch as common fenfe would have predifted. 
Under that of our anceftors, more than a whole 
century pafled away in mutual confidence, mu- 
tual intereft, and mutual happipefs. No <:om- 
plaints of violated rights rung through the Co- 
lonies ; 
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Ionics ; no menaces iffued from the itiothef 
country. The military and naval force of Great 
Britain^ was employed to proteft her Colonics, 
for the commercial benefits fhe received from 
them ; not to compel obedience to ufurped au- 
thority, and to laws that, being unjuil, make 
fubmiffion flavery. 

But from the modern fyftem, fprung imme- 
diately univerfal complaints, and univerfal op- 
pofition. Thefe complaints have either been 
infultingly rejefted unheard, or injurioufly an- 
fwered with reproaches and threats. Their con- 
ftitutional oppofition, has been denominated trea- 
fon and rebellion ; fo that in a time of profound 
peace, there is nearly as great a military force 
employed to maintain a temporary quiet in our 
Colonies, as ferved, during the late war, to com- 
bat and fubdue the power of France, 

In this fituation it is doubted, whether we 
Ihall comply with the wiflies of America^ by re- 
turning to the equitable fyftem of our anceftors ; 
or perfevere in oppreflion which we cannot 
juftify, and maintain meafures from which no- 
thing but injury and ruin can arife. 

The public will learn, with aftonifhment and 
indignation, that, at this time, when Great Bri^ 
tain^ almoft defencelefs, is threatened and in- 
fultcd by France and Spain^ upwards of twenty 
fail of (hips of war, cutters and other armed 
"veflels, are employed in harrafling and obftrudt- 
ing the trade of New England. They have feized 

and 
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4ttd dctairied^ to the great injury of the fair 
trader, twenty-thrce vcffcls, which injuftice it- 
felf could not condemrij as not a ftiadow of 
charge appeared againft them. Yet the un- 
happy fuffcrcrs are precluded from all legal 
mean* of being reimburfed for their loffcs, ot 
bf checking thefe cruel and wanton feizures, 
by the punilhment of thofe who make them. 
Will Lord H h deign to tell us, what are 

his ideas of the trade of our Colonics, which 
enables them to take annually two millions 
•^orth of our maniifaftures ? Does he think it 
injurious to this country, that he is thus em- 
ploying that force, which ought to be turned 
dgainit our inveterate foes, to cruize againft the 
American merchant? He will tell us, perhaps, 
that this is intended againft the illicit trader. If 
fo, why is not the law open in America, as in 
Britain, againft thofe who make falfe and frivo- 
kus feizures ? In that cafe, the unfair trader 
only would fuffer j now, every one is equally 
expofed to the malevolence of Informers and 
Cuftom-houfe Officers; fo that this eftablifli- 
fherit^ cannot operate fo much to difcounte- 
hance unfair traffick, as to abolifh entirely all 
trade. 

The Provmce oi Maffacbufefs Bay, has been 
continually the marked objed of minifterial 
vengeance. This has arifen from their having 
had, moft unfortunately, at the commencement 
of this obnoxious iyftem, a Gi r, who 

P eagerly 
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eagerly embraced every opportunity of mifrc* 
prefenting and maligning the people. The op- 
pofition to the Stamp- A6t, and to other uncon^ 
ftitutional exertipns of authority, did not ori-, 
ginate in that Province ; nor was it carried fherc 
to a greater height, than in almoft every C?o- 
lony on the Continent. The Governors. of all 
the Provinces performed the fame public. duty ; 
for the minifterial mandates were circular, and 
almoft every Aflembly has been in its turn 
diflblved, for treating them with the contempt 
they dieferved. Yet where is the Governor, 
who is univerfally odious an4 deteftable, not 
only in his own Province, but through all Ame-^ 

rica^ like Sir F" s B— -d ? After this, what 

liiall we fay to the impudence of this aflfertiori, 
in his vindication of himfelf, that " After the 
" oppofition to theParliarilent was adopted by the 
" Houfe of Reprefentatives, it became impof-' 
*' fible for the refpondent. Or atr^ other Governor^ 
•' to do his duty^ and preferve his popularity .'f 
Now, i aflert, and defy his Excellency to refute 
it, that every Houfe of Reprefentatives on the 
Continent, adopted the fame oppofition, not to 
Parliament, as is his incendiary ftile^ but to the 
infringement of their liberties ; and that every 
Governor did the fame duty without incurring 

the odium with Sir F-*^— ^s B d. There is 

not a fa6t in the world of greater notoriety than 
this •, otherwife I would refer, him, for the proof, 
to the Addrefles of* the Aflemblies of Virginia 

and 
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nhd New Torkj after the deaths of their Gover-p 
hors, which fpeak of them in the higheft terms 
bf approbation and regret ; and to the example 
of Governor Sbarpe in Maryland^ who, after 
•being fuperfcdcd, has fettled among the peopiC 
tiniverfally beloved. Had Majfacbufet's Bay been 
particular in their oppoGtion, farther than they 
have of Jate been particular in being opprefled, 
or had the abhorrence of Governor B d's 
condudt been confined to that Province, there 
ttiight have been fome fpecioufnefs in what he 
has faid. But9 at prefent, it is a daring and def* 
perate aflertion, diredly in the face of truths of 
the moft public notoriety, • 
- The faft is, that other Governors did not 
think their duty confifted in forging malignant 
fallhoodsi in reporting every idle and mifchicvous 
tale-, in exaggerating every little difturbance into 
riot; fedifion, treafon, and oppUgnation to all 
legal government; in abufing the Council, the 
Houfe of Reprcfentatives, the Merchants and 
People, as difpofed to rebellion ; and leaguing 
with a fet of dcteftable Commiflioners and Cut 
ton^ihoufe Officers, as the only friends to good 
government ; nor in fending over an accufation 
of treafon againft five hundred men, without 
having a (hadow of proof againft one. As other 
Governors were not guilty of thefe crimes, they 
did their duty^ yet prefer ved thtxv popularity. If 
Governor B— d tknows any one who did a(5t 
in that manner, it will be a more feafible caufe 
p 2 for 
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for lofmg his popularity, than that of having 
done his duty. And if the public fhould be of 
Qpinion^ that an 4inerkan Qovernpr has be^ 
juftly charged with fuch a condud, they will not 
hefi^te to look upon him with that deteftatip^ 
in which he is held throt^h. all Ammca^ ^hf^r 
ever fandion may be given to his crimes, frpm 
the reports of thqfe who are abettors am} par* 
takers of his guilt. I fhould defire nothhig 
more, than having this queftion agitated before 
an impartiM Englifi Jury. For | cannoj h^lp 
regarding another trial to be much the fame, 
as if Lord B— c wefc to be tried by the junto 
of C_l— n Houfc, . . . 

It may now perhaps be cxpeftcd, th^t, a$ Go- 
vernor B-p-p— d is abfent from BoJi$H^ tstty thing 
there will be quiet and compofed. No more 
than the abfence of Lord BuU^ to compare great 
things with fmall, will give peace, to this king* 
dom. Their fatal influence ftill prevails. They 
have .unhappily left their reprefentatives in both 
places. TJic reins of government arc now moll: 
s(fluredly held ^t B^fton^ by a fecond BirnanL 
I do not advance this upon my own opinion, or 
the general fenfe of the Lieutenant Governor's 
countrymen; but upon the mofl: refpesftablc au-» 
thority we can have in this cafe, that of Sit 
F-r-^-r-s B— — d. He, in his letter of the 12th 
of Mtzrcb, 1768, to the Secretary of State, fajrs, 
** It gives me great pleafurc to fay, that I can 
^ depend on his, the Lieutenant GovemcB^s, 

" refolution 
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^^ refalutioH andftiodimfsj as much as I etift iiptfa 
f^ niy ^^;i," The public will^ ^c leaity believe^ 
that befpeaks truth of his afibciates; and.wUl 
judge what muft be Mr Hutcbinjhn^^ meriu and 
temper, who could procure io warm an appro^ 
bation from an incendiary proviricial Bafliawv 
But we muft not be furprized, if the fame ty- 
rannical and inflammatory meafures are coar 
tinued in Boftonj and the fame mifreprefentationa 
of the temper, intentions and conduft of the 
people, tranfmittcd hither. The Lieutenant Goi- 
vernor has already given the moft convincing 
proofs, that his Excellency's confidence in him 
is not mifplaccd, by proroguing the AflemWy 
which was to profecutc Govemofr B^rffard (with- 
out confuUtng the King's Council) till the trial 
was over, and by pronouncing a peaceable rtieetr 
ing of the merchants to be abfolutely iUegalL 
And he will certainly purfue this infnouraik 
career to preferment ; though he cannot but 
perceive, what odium it has brought tipon his 
frincipal: for, with infinitely more ability, fubtlety 
and addrefe, he is equally fubfcrvient to felf»- 
intereft, and holds principles as incompatible 
with the co^ftitutionaji liberties of the people. 
Such is the unvarnijh^ charader of the prefcnt 
l4ieutenant Governor in Bofii>n^ 

As an advocate for the Colonies, and a friend 
IX) liberty, I ihould be ungrate&l were I not to 
inake my warmeft acknowledgments to.GenenOi 
Mc«-***^y, for his public and honefk xkclaratioiit 

that 
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that when he commanded \n Boftony he intimated 
to a foldier, who was in the: hands of the civil 
magiftracy for an offence againft the laws, 
" That if he did not immediately break away, 
*f he would fend a military force to feize upon 
« him, and execute him as a deferter." The 
•Americans thought the General their friend, 
and he has fully proved himfelf fuch, by this 
candid difcovery -, which muft operate to con- 
vince the moft prejudiced, that the defign of the 
military, and of thofe who fcnt them, was to 
trample on all laws but what they tbemfelves fiould 
decree. The people of Bofton have felt this me- 
lancholy truth, and it has been my endeavour 
to fet it before the public in its full light ; but 
I acknowledge, with thankfulnefs, that this un- 
alked and unexpedbcd declaration from one who, 
as he commanded, is the higheft authority, brings 
more conviftion with it than twenty times my 
proofs. *The military were to carry the law on 
the points of their /words. This was the fimple 
and fpirited fyftem of government, which th? 
prefent Miniftry had formed for our Colonies^ 
inftcad of that perplexed, troublefome, obfoletc 
plan of our anceftors, founded on the free conr 
ftitution of England. 

Before I difmifs this fubje£t, I mud: take the 
liberty of correding a little miftake the General 
was under, concerning the laws of Majfacbufet% 
Bay. He told us, his men were fold for flavcs. 
Had he enquired, hp would have found the faft 

to 
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to be this : By the law in that Province, wheii 
a man is in prifon for debt, or for theft, if he 
can neither pay nor make retribution, inftead 
of being kept to rot in jail, as with* us,- Uponks 
own petitionj the magiftracy are empowered by 
law to bind him to his creditor, on ftated wages, 
till the fum due is paid in labour, and then the. 
bond is cancelled. Too much praife cannot be 
beftowed on the juftice, humanity, and wifdom; 
o^ this law; fo that if, on thefe principles, any, 
law, not made in the Cabinet here, or in a Court- 
Martial there, could have efcaped cenfure and 
infringement from General G^e and General 
Mc-i— y, it muft have been this. It had hap- 
pened, I fuppofc, that fome of the new legifla- 
ture, the foldicry at Bojiotiy had, by plundering, 
as they phrafe it, but, as others call it, by 
thieving, incurred the penalty of imprifonment, 
from which they had petitioned to be relieved 
agreeably to this law. And this is what the Ge- 
neral mi/apprehended to be felling his men for 
flaves. Had he condefcended to make any en- 
quiry about it, he would have found, that this 
law had received the King's afleht, and was as 
valid there as an A& of Parliament; and that, 
as fuch, he ought not to have violated it, with- 
out an order^ at leafi^ from the Secretary of State. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 
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To /i^ Printer of the GAZETTElERi 

Januarfifi 1770. 

TH£( elaborate, exaggerated, and mafidous 
account of a late riot in Bofton^ pufbliflie^ 
in your paper ofyefterday, with the fignatitfe 
dl Veritas^ requires fome explanation. 

The public (hould be informed, that Mr 
M— n, thewoful Knight of thi$ little Romance^ 
was always the tool of Governor B- > d. That 
he has followed hither his amiable and fpotlefs 
(mtron; who, it is too well known, has ever 
proved himfelf a generous friend to the liberty 
and happinefs of the Province, in which, to 
their good fortune, he prelided. That this par 
nolnle fratrumj are now endeavouring to fuppoh! 
each ocher^s mifreprefentations againff the peo- 
pie of BoftoHy both with the Miniflers of ftate, 
And with the public ; for the latter of whom waj 
mtended the laboured mifreprefentatibh of yef- 
tcrday. 

Whatever credit this account may feem to 
derive, from fome extracts of affidavits incor- 
porated with it, muft be withdrawn, when wef 
tronfider, that they are not authenticated by the 
name of any magifl:rate, and (hould, in any event, 
be deemed ex parte tcftimonies. It is certain, 
that the other, and more apparently authentiq 

relation 



rekciofl of this matter^ differs totally frotn thi^ ; 
aAd that Mr M—n himfelf is the only perfon 
who brought over the |>articulafs he has pub* 
Med. 

The public will therefore, In its jufticc, con- 
(idcr that account as a continuation of thole ma«* 
lidotis mifreprefentations, with which Governor 
B ■" ^ d and his tools have fo long endeavoured 
to abufe this country, and injure JtMica. 

Jl/KltJS AMERICANU5. 



F(^r the GAZETTBRJR. 

JITnius Americanus has received the polite^ 
and he has no doubt, the guiktefs inviutioa 
of Veritas ; but caniiot have the ho/iour of ac- 
cepting it. He ftahds oh public ground, ap- 
peals to reafon, and does not wilh to mix any 
thing perfonal in the difputd. Whft f^isfac^ 
tioh could it b^ to the public, that Junius Ame* 
ticanus fhould fee the adthefifiCatiohs of tho af« 
Rdavits t \i they arc fit Soi the public eye, let 
them meet it. 

Junius Americanus may perhaps be prejud^cedi 

but he can venture to afibre Veritas it is noticing 

of perfonal prejudice, but that only which ne- 

Ceflarily grew from infpeding the flagitious pro- 

(i^ cccdings 
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ceedings of Sir F s B— d. He has at- 
tentively confidered the conduft both of the 
Province of Majfachufet*^ Bay, and of their 
G r ; and he can well diftinguifh be- 
tween the faults of the one, and the crimes of 
the other. 

The additional publication of Veritas is fo 
far from being fatisfaftory, that it furnilhes new 
lights to fliew, that this account of a late riot in 
Bofton, is as mifreprefented, exaggerated and 
fiditious, as thofe which Sir F— — s B id 
before diftorted to his pernicious purpofes. Nor 
have I the leaft doubt, that the public opinion, 
will juftify mine, when I have placed this mat- 
ter in its true light. 

And firft, I muft make the reader acquainted 
with the'adtors in this bufinefs. They are Mr 
M— n, a Bookfeller in Bofiony now in London^ 

and always a notorious tool to G — ; — r B d ; 

Mr O— — r. Secretary of the Province, Keeper 
of the provincial Seal ; and well known as a 
mofl: abjed fycophant of his Excellency •, and 
Veritas^ or ^ as I conjecture, (whoever may have 
delivered his produftions to the prefs, or fa- 
thered it with the Printer,) Sjr.F s B d 

himfelf. Thefe are men fo notorioufly engaged 
in the hufmefs of riot-makhig^ and the avowed 
enemies of the people of Bofton ; that any ac- 
count of that kind coming from them, carries 
the fufpiciori of forgery in the very face of it. 

' But 
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But they rely on the Seal of the Province to 
givef it credit. I Have already mentioned,' that 
the Seal of the Province is in the hands of 'Mr 
O— — *>r, a declared partizan againft the town^ 
and adcfpicable todl to the G ■■■ ^ ' r. And 
here we have another inftance of Sir F— Ui 
B — i-d*s art, I ^i\\ not {^y "wickedj becaufe the 
fpirit of his conduft, at this day, needs not any 
expletive with the public. The Seal was in the 
hands of his tool 5 he has it affixed to hfs own 
account of this^ riot, well knowing that* the refu- 
tation of it. would never receive the fame au- 
thentication -, and- therefore muft aj^carj at this 
diftance, ierfs worthy of belief. He had pro- 
rogued *the Aflembly for fix months ;^ fo that 
no public inquifition cotild be made into this . 
new afperfionon the' town. So contrived, he 
promifed himfelf, that it would -have its full ef- 
fedt in bringing an odium 6n the to vJ'n before 
it was ;dete6tcd ^ and he has manifefted, oh 
many occafions, how litt^le^he regards tlie infamy 
of detcftion, provided the feheme hUs gratifiedl 
his vengeance. But hiftory and daily life, fuf-- 
nifti innumerable examples of wicked ' men de- 
feating their purpofes, by the very ^e&ns they 
take to promote them. And thus tihis uhufu^ 
and proftituted, if not illegal application of the 
provincial Seal to ex-party affidavits, - inftead of 
damping credit on them, ferves only to give 
them the ftronger intpreffion of partiaiity and 
impofture. ** \ 

<L2 Let 
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Xjet TVS mxt txioiine the rnitm piUar, 6n which 
this elabortte fabric rd|s ; the ^(iavits, 
. Wc arc told that 4 Jugice of Peace, ^ ^»> 
Sicular friend of hfr M^ffh came from tbt 
country into Bojion^ on purpofe to take thefe 
depofitions. If thijs doe^ not wear the face of 
party, what does ? ^ Ju/Hee^ tf pariicular fritni 
4ff eve of the fartiis^ fenP J or out 0f the country % 
why ^1 thi&i but that they might examine ^hom 
they pleafed, frame juft fi^ch a d««il a^ thej 
ihc^ght prefer, and keep it fecret, fo as to eiir 
tain the defired effed from (heir forgery, before 
)t could be properly dete&ed I > 

Upon examining the names affixed to the afiu 
4avit^ WQ find them ^pop co-operating to prove 
}t entirely a party bvifinei^* The deponene; are 
two officers pf Cuftoms, a printer in pardserihip 
with Mr M^^n, a fuigeon of one of the .men 
jpf war, a captain, lieutenants eorporal, and five 
^mmop fqldieirs of the 29th regiment i a Scots 
^rchant, and a Scofs uylor. I mud obferve, 
chat thefe iu% feje^ed by FmiaSy as he pretends^ 
^Ut ojf others ; I prefume as the mejl credkakU. 
, That the O0i6ers of Cuftoons are partisans, is 
^nqueftion^hle ; fpv this i^ not the firft dtne 
ehey b^vi^Jwora againft the people ; the printer 
is not only in partnerihip with Mr M«-n in his 
bufinefs, but notorioufly too in his refentmeajt 
ai^d oppoOtion 10 the non*rimporucion, which 
\7as the fopndatiQ^ Of this Quarrel ; the hated 
purpofe for which the military were Jent to 
. '• r. o Baftony 



[ 8iy 1 

JI^M, yti^A^ -ihem obiio»tom to the ' peopte d 
aiid the eutrageovs coody^ pf boih oSimt^ 
and men, refpeifcing tbf towii> of ^rhichtjie pwlv 
lie h»s atfundpy times had «Hf t^Qft: wibietitic 
rel4tion3, is fuUiciwt to ihew th^y are d^idcd 
^m^mifis tp the inhabitants ^ apd timt a N^th^ 
BritiJk merchant and taylor&ouH} be virulent 
partizans againft a people contipnding for li^ 
bcrty^i cannot be of very difficult belief, 

Jt is then rooft evident, that thefc deppfitlons 
arc, to the Uft degree^ fufpicious \ that they were 
x^i^tn ex "^axie^ appc^r$ from the confeflipn of 
Y^itasV\xcSi^\i\ that they wcr^ n>ade bya Jwt 
' tice employed for this Ipccial purpof^, as being 
% pariicukr friend of Mr Vi^^ ; and-laftly, 
the Seal of the Province 4^j>J^4f by iuch hands» 
gives no credit* 

. After having acquired, from-ji pcrufal of all 
his If ttersi ^ farniliarity with Q jmm ■ -. r ]g li-, > . 4 % 
ftileg^ and with his in£diou$.mannep of accuGhg 
every bcdywithoutch^ging wy particulvn fo 
as t^ preclude an immiedjatc rdfutation ; I z^ 
at 1)9 Ids to cpnje£ture where this violent i^^ 
veftive agiain^ the town <^ Bofton originated^ 
Hisforoier accounts oJFriots^ treafon?, and dif^ 
affection \n the town» ere formed in the vtspf 
iamc n^old. with this ; and not one of them has 
yet beejrx proved. I Ihall content myfclf wit^ 
giving two inftances of his manner of: malting 
general accufatipns of the bk^kcft dye, which, 
though ftlf?^ are, from their generality, not 

caiily 
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eafily refutable : ^« It is well known/' fays he,' 
*« that fome of the FaSioHj {ton after he (Mr 
** M — ^^n) made his efcape, entered into a fo- 
*^ lemn agreement to murder him. The inten- 
^« tion of taking out the warrant, as given out 
** hy fome of the ring-leaders^ was to get him 
*« (Mr M— .n) into the hands of the civil ofB- 
^ cers, from tvhom the mob were to take him, 
" and then to ufc him as they fhould think 
** proper.'* Here we fee the general terms of 
Taction and ring-leaders^ as they fpecify no one; 
may be applied to any body ; and .therefore, no 
particular perfon "can undertake, for himfelf, to 
refute them. T . . - 

If, by thc'FaHionj we are to underftand thofe" 
who are in* oppofition to the Governor's mea- 
fures, we Ihall find them to be the Council, the 
Aflembly, the convention, the feleft men, the 
merchants and the* town-meetings. Tbefe haver 
been varioufly ffigtaatized by G r B d 

and his tools, as enemies to all legal govern- 
ment, to liberty' krid the conftitution ; whil^ he 
himfelf, with Mr M— n, fome^ Cuftom-houfe 
officers, commoit foldiefs, ^nA ' North-Britons^ 
are the only friends to their King, and their 
Country, the only well-wiftiers to 'order and 
good' government, ari^ the true friends to the 
Province and to the people, ^odcunque ofieridis 
mihijic incredulus odi. 

if G r B' d intends to fhew his 

talent for riot-making, - as a means of rccdm- 

mending 
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mending himfelf to the prefent Adminiftration, 
I heartily wifh him fuccefs. He may be ap- 
pointed Riot^Makir'General^. 2^nd fcjnd Mr M— n 
as his deputy to Bojion. 

in the mean time I fliall hope, that I have fa- 
tisfied the impartial public, how little credit is 
due to his narration of a late riot in Bojion^ 
with all its parade of affidavits, and the provii>- 
cial Seal. 

, I have no acquaintance wifh any one perfon 
concerned in any of thefe tranfa&iqns ; and am 
governed in the part I have taken, by a thorough 
conviftion of the pernicious pi-iaciples and prac- 
tices ofG r B d i and of the injurious 
treatment the people of Bojion^ ^nd of the Pro- 
vince, have received from him and from his tools. 
Without any ptjier earthly motive, I have made 
it my bufinefs to unfold his flagitious meafures 
to the public, and hold them up to the con- 
tempt and deteftation they dcferve. Till he 
ceafes to be aftively vicious^ he may depend 
upon it I will never ceafe to purfue him ; that 
he fliould ever be virtuous, is not, in his fitua- 
tion, to be expefted. 



JUNIUSL AMERICANUS. 
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r0 fhi AMERICAN MfiRCHANTS. 

February i, 1770. 

GSNTLEMEK, 

YO.U an &t iMgik wxiVlMtis (hit y«ur in^ 
tereft calls uppn you, to exert youflelvc9 
in obtsuniog.a rcdreis of jhfuricsn Grievances. 
But you are mdoubt^ whether tofcficit a re^ 
peal QfM tbi lU'UtHui lawt^ or that fdri efme 
Mff which lay$ docks <M]^ gla&) paptr, and paint. 

the fe$iiM for petitioning againft a patt of 
one A^ are) That if the whole is attemptedf 
it will dilappoint the repeal of the part 1 and 
that the repeal of a pm will bd latiisfaaory to 
the Colonies* 

Now the ground on which you mull petition^ 
in ekhar caft^ % the injury derived to Gomnkircd 
by that of which you coniplain. If Parliamtnt 
ia to be movtd by the prayer of your petieiom 
they wfU givo you that relief wbkh you poinc 
out to be neceflary. You are therefore V3 co&^ 
fider only what is neceilary to the revival and 
relief of your commerce. 

The li^ury your commerce (iiftainsy flowst 
from the aflbciations in jimericOy againlt the im- 
portation of Britrjh manufactures. If we look 
then into the caufe of thofe aflbciations and re- 
move that» the anci-commercial efitCls will ceafe. 

The 
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The complaint of thcfe aflbciations, Ihould be^ 
your complaint; becaufe, from, that only, the ^ 
loflcs you fuftain, from this irttetruption of com- 
merce is derived. Now there is not one aflbcia- 
tion or public adt, which mentions the taking 
off the duties on glafs, paper, and paint only, 
as a remedy of their grievances. On the con- 
trary, the Merchants and Traders ofBoIfon^ fince 
the minifterial promife to this efieft was made 
public in yitnerica^ voted in their Meeting oh 
the 25th of July^ That the taking off the duties 
on thefc articles, will by no means relieve the 
trade ; therefore they refolve to adhere to their 
agreement againft importation. And previous 
to this, the Committee of Merchants- at Pbila-^ 
delphia^ in their Letter of the 5th of Juney to the 
Committee here, exprefly .fay, that " confining 
*' yourfelves to the Ad, laying a duty on glafs, 
" paper, and painr, and taking no notice of 
•< othersof^aJimilarnat'ure^^mW not fatisfy the 
** Americans^ ^^ 

- With thefe public evidences of the infuffi- 
tiency of obtaining a partial repeal, it is fruit- 
Icfs to make the attempt. I cannot think that 
any man will on- a moment's^ comrfideration, op- 
pofe to thefe public authorities^ the information 
of private individuals, \^very one knows, that 
neither the opinion nc?r intcrefts, of individuals 
(hould weigh againft thofe of the body at large: 
that the Merchants here as a body are to be go- 
verned- by'pubiic^evidcnce, not by private infi- 
••~ ' R nuations, 
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finuations : and that the report of individuals . 
contradiSing in private what they hav^ ftgmdAn 
fublicy is a treacherous conduA, which muft; be . 
]prompted by felf-intereft, or fclf-opinion, and .bet- 
ter defcrves contempt than credit. 

Having thus ftewn, that a partial repeal will 
not fufficc to allay the difcontent of our Colonies ; . 
let us next examine what will be adequate to 
this defirable end. To. this purpofe, let mc ob- 
ferve, that what thpAfnericans really complain 
of, is the raifing a Reypi^ye upon them without 
theu- confcnt. £yery Revi:nue-Aft, therefore, 
in which this principlp is .avowed, is gbnoJjious, 
\f ill keep up the difcontent of our Colonies, and . 
prevent the re-eftablifhmcnt of our trade. Such. 
Aifts then are anti-commerciaJ, and for that, 
reafon ovight to be the fubjcft-matcer. of your 
petition. 

To convince you that this is the expeftation 
of America^ I may refer you to the general pnd 
conftant tenor of their aflbciations, inftrudtipns 
and refolves. I will not trouble you with recit- 
ing them all here, but thofe which I fhall give 
arc io explicit and authoritative, that they willx 
I conceive, remove every fhadow of doubf or\ 
this fubjeft. 

The Merchants and Traders of the Town of 
Bfiftony at their meeting on the 26th of July ^ fay, 
they had reafon to exped, " that all the A&% 
** impoling duties on goods imported into th^ 
** Colonies, for the purpofe of raifing a Rcye- 

** nue 
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•^ buc in Atnericay would 'be repealed ; amf it h 
** voted, That they will fend no orders for arty 
« goods contrary to their agreement, unlefs the 
** Revenue-Afts are repealed." 

The Committee of Merchants in Philade^bia^ 
in their excellent Letter of the 8 th of ApriU 
inform you, that " the Americaris doiifidet 
" themfelvies as Britijh fubjefts, intitled to ^H 
** the rights and privileges of freemeff. > They 
*' think there can be no liberty without a fectf- 
" rity of prbperty J and that^ there can be no 
^* property, if any can, without their* conicnr, 
** depriw them of the hard-earn*d fruit cJf 
" their laboun They know tliat- rfiejr have ria 
*' choice in the eleSion of Members of Parlia^ 
" m^nt, and from their fituatibh never can 
** have any, every Aft of Parliafneht, thei^ 
" fore, that is made for raifing a RA)enui' in 
" AiHerica^ is, in their opinion, a depriving 
" them of their property without' their corifehti 
" and confcquently an ihyafion of thierr liberty; * 
" If then the Afts cannot be repealed white 
*« the Miniftry obje6h, and if to remote theii? 
** objcftions the Americans itiuft give '«p tHcif 
*' fentiments, we muft candidly confcfs, we havd 
*' little hopes of a repeal ever taking place.' 
" Much Icfs is it to be expcfted that the IVfer- 
" chants will prefume to petition Parliaiilcnt,' 
** on the principle of inexpediency onfy^ when every 
" Aflcmblyon the Continent, are applying foj? 
»^ a repeal on the principle of right. The Mcr^ 
R ? " chants 
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*« chants arc too fenfibic how jcalou$ the Ame^ 
*• rkans arc of their liberty, ever to hazard 
'f« fuch a ftep. Wc apprehend that advantage 
"may have been taken from a fuppofed dif- 
*« union of the Colonies, and therefore think it 
<« our duty to inform you, that the Merchants 
** of this Province, have always agreed with the 
" other Colonifts in opinion, that the late Re- 
♦' venue- Afts were unconftitutional, though they 
^' refufed to adopt a meafure which at one time 
•' they believed to be premature/* 
. This Letter is figned by the principal Mer- 
chants, Quakers as well as others. You may 
perceive the principle on which they proceed, 
is that which I have already mentioned. . And 
as every one muft know, that nothing ha3 hap- 
pened to alter this principle, it cannot be pre- 
fumed that they have changed their fentinients 
and determinations founded upon it ; nor that 
any repeal, but that of all the Ads pafled for the 
purpofe of raifing a Revenue upon them, will 
fatisfy their expedtations, and diflblve their af- 
focfatipnsagainft importation ; and if any indi- 
viduak here or there, who have fet their hands 
to this agreement, .fhall tell you that a partial 
repeal will fufiice, their information muft be 
bad, and their treachery is too evident not to 
merit and meet yogr difapprobation, For can 
any ojie ferioufly think, that the evafive promife 
of a Minifter, who happily is to-day, and to- 
morro^V is not, could delude wife men into a 
; . . change 
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change of mcaforcs, grounded upon the-maturcft 
deliberation^ and the foundeft principles ? . : . 

The affociation of Virginia is alfb exprefs in 
this particular, *' That they will-not at any time 
« hereafter, >4ircdly or indiredlly, import or 
*' caufe to be imported, any manner of goods^ 
*' 6fc. which arc, or fhall hereafter be taxed 
>' by Aft • of Parliament, for the purpofe of 
" raifing a Revenue in America -y nor purchafe 
*^ any fuch^ but foall always confider fuch .ta;fr 
>* ation, in every refpeft, as an abfolute prohi- 
** bition.'' It is well known how the other Co- 
lonies have harmonized with Virginiay as well igi 
jthis as in the Rcfolves of their Aflembly, againft 
the principle of raifing ar Revenue upon, them 
againft their confent. 

From thefe moft authoritative proofs the ferr- 
jtiments of America are manifcft ; and it is fub- 
mitted to y6ur wifdom, whether attempting a 
partial repeal will not be labour in vain, when 
it is plain that nothing but a general repeal will 
anfwcr your purpofe of jreftoring commerce to 
its former tide. 

It has been propofed to you to wait upon the 
Minifter, and aft as he fhall advife. What. you 
wQuld wiftx in an advifer is fingerity and know- 
ledge. Do you expedk more knowledge of your 
own affairs in the Minifler, than you find in your- 
felves ? or will you hope to meet fincerity in a 
Courtier ? the contrary of which is fo proverbial, 
that a fchool-boy would b^ chaflifed for any re- 
liance 
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liance on it. Hqw then is a Minifter a proper 
Couofellor, or what elfe will he couniel you to 
do, but that which moft promotes his private 
interttft, or fupports his particular opinion i He 
will regard and ufe you as his tools. I would 
wifh to remind you how little fuch a proceeding 
becomes the dignity of feme of the firft Mer- 
chants of the firft trading city in the firft com* 
mercial kingdom in the Univerfe. But the Mi- 
nifter is to tell you whether it is agreeable and 
expedient. It is your part to confider only whe- 
ther it is ufeful and necelTary ; if it is fo, let the 
reft be fubmitted . to the wifdom and juftice of 
Parliament. Be juftly feofible of your otvn weight; 
ad an independent pare, and fcom to he the tools 
or fervilely to wait on the .nod of any miniftcr. 
Will he reimburfc you for the lofles your delay 
will infallibly occaGon ? Somerperhaps^ he may; 
.^hich prompts their affiduity in deluding you 
into fo unwife and unbecoming a meafure. f 
Upon the whole. Gentlemen, I hope you will 
be fatisfied, that it is your intereft to apply for 
a repeal of all the Revenue- A6is ; and that any 
application to the Minifter is neither wife nor 
eligible.. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 
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^0 tht Right Honourable Author of a late Speech. 

December 12, 1769. 

HOWEVER conftitutional, virtuous, or 
commendable, the prefent oppofition to a' 
wicked M ■ y may appear; however ne- 

cefikry it may be to excite the indignation of the' 
people, even to confume them in vindi(5tivc 
wrath : Yet it ill becomes you. Sir, to ftand 
forth as an advocate of a nation, whofe greatell 
injuries arc chiefly chargeable on you. How 
caii you thus infult the underftanding of a fen- 
iible people, by impudently aflerting their rights,^ 
which you have fo lavi(hly thrown away, and 
which you never fkean to fccure? How can^w 
pretend to any tcndernefs for the people, whom 
you, not five years fince, like a haughty tyrant,' 
ruled with a rod of iron ? How can you plead 
the laws of Parliament in favour of Mr Wilkes^ 
after yqu have proftituted all law and juftice ta 
gratify the £.<-»l of B~ in his perfecution } 

I deteft the prefent M— y bccaufe they tread 
in your fl:eps, they are influenced by the fame 
venal motives, to compleat your plan of defpo- 
tifm. I wifl; fucccfs to the oppofition, becaufe 
\ have reafon to believe many of them have real 
virtue, and dcfpife you. But I muft confefs their 
rcputatioo.i? wuilhed by. your alliance. 

Your 



Your two brothers might have fecured a con* 
fiderable (hare of popular confidence without 
you ; but they muft have great addrefs indeed 
CO hide in oblivion your blunders and venality ; 
and to do this they muft deprive us of our feel- 
ings. 

That part of your fpeech which relates to the 
cxpulfion of Mr IVilkes^ I leave, as fully anfwered 
by one of his friends, which fpirited anfwer I 
carneftly recommend to the public. As I have- 
undertaken the defence of America^ I am under 
a neceflity of making fome obfervations on thofe 
fentences, which fo nearly concern our fellow* 
fubjefts in that part of the world. 

You draw one argument from the preftnt dif- 
obedience of our Colonies. What difobedience, Sir, 
when or where manifeftcd ? Can you be fo un- 
juft as to call difcontent with ehc principles of an 
A£t, dijobedience to its operation ? Yet what elfc 
can you truly charge againft America ? The Re- 
venue- Afts with their whole pernicious fyftem, 
have been carried into full and fatal execution 
from one end of the Continent to the other. 
I defy you, Sir, to fhew a finglc inftance of in- 
fra£tion in thofe laws, more tlian what daily hap- 
pens, and muft happen, in every country where 
there are laws to be infringed. The great in- 
cendiary between this country and America^ has 
not gone farther than afTerting a difpojition to 
difobedience in the town of Boftbn ; which, I be- 
lieve, the enemies oi America confider as mgft 

difpofed 
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difpofed to oppofition ; and fliall a locat charge 
from one avowedly inflamed with the moft 
violent animofity, be adopted, by you againft 
a whole country j not only adopted, but agreed 
upon as unqueftionable faft ? 
. Remember, Sir, what you yourfelf have told 
us, " that we are to found our judgment upon 
" fpecific fafts alledged and proved." Where, 
Sir, are the fpecific fafts alledged and proved, 
of difobedience in our Colonies ? Is this juft and 
fecred mode of judging to be obfcrved in the 
cafe of an individual ; and violated in that of a 
whole people ? Are the equal and eternal prin- 
ciples of natural equity, of truth, of juftice, to 
which you appeal, to be abfolutely abandoned, 
whenever America comes in queftion ? Is this 
the conjiftency on which you are to value yout^ 
felf? Are you aftuated againlt that injured, 
mifreprefented, and infulted people, by that pre^ 
judice which you call a weaknefs^ or that indig- 
nation which you term a wicked pajfion ? 

Whatever falls from fuch a rrian, in Hich a 
place, and in fuch a queftion, falls wij^h weight * 
and if unjuft, may be greatly injurious. How- 
ever circumfcribed in words, in its operation it 
may be dilated into a pernicious magnitude. 
Thus it will go through this nation, with all 
the authority of your fpeech, that our Colonies 
are in a fiate of difobedience ; than which, for I 
muft fpeak plainly to you. Sir, nothing can be 
more untrue in faft, nothing more fallacious in 
S argument. 
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argument. Our Colonies are not difobedienti 
but difcontented\ this diftindtion is in policy of 
infinite moment. Did they refufe to pay the 
duty on confumption, it wpuld be difobedience ; 
but their not confuming our manufaftures, is 
difcontcnt ; force might punifli, and perhaps, 
however ineligibly, correft their difobedience; 
but againft the effefts of their difcontent, it 
cannot operate. You may compel theni to pay 
the tax on the articles confumed, but how will 
you force them to the confumption ? This is a 
field of conteft, in which they are as ftrong as 
you are weak ; the more force you ufe the more 
fatal will be the recoil upon yourfelves. The 
difufe of your manufaftures, while it impo- 
verifties you, will enrich them. The more you 
urge this hated oppreflion, the more univerfal 
and unalterable will you render their averfion to 
Britain^ and to her manufaftures. 

Such being the evident ftate of this matter, 
let me alk you. Sir, whether your American fyf- 
tem be not a new and dangerous mode of proceed- 
ing ? or what good purpofe it can anfwer, to be 
eternally reiterating thefe common place and 
groundlefs inveftives againft our Colonies ? Whe* 
ther, to ufe your own words, '* under our pre- 
' « fent circumftances it docs not behove us to be 
*' doubly cautious, not to exceed the ftri<5bcft 
" bound of law and the conftitution ?" " Is it 
'* not more advifeable, if the cafe can admit of 
" a doubt (and that the American cafe does fo 

" you 
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•* you cannot furcly deny) to conciliate the 
** heated minds of men by temper and difcre- 
•' tion, than to inflame them by adding frefh 
** fuel to difcontent ? Our fituation, I am fure, 
" demands the firm fupport of an united peo- 
" pie, and an affedlionate reliance on the wif- 
" dom of thofe who govern them. Till that 
" can be reftored, we may look around for or- 
" der and for obedience in vain." 

By what fatality is it. Sir, that you cannot 
perceive thofe arguments operating with equal 
force againft your American policy, as againft the 
prefent miniilerial fyftem in this country ? With 
what face can you afFed to feel them in the one 
cafe, and not in the other ? For in the American 
Afts have you not at all exceeded the ftrifteft 
bounds of the conftitutibn ? Is it not wife po- 
licy to conciliate the affeftions of the ColOnifts^ 
and high imprudence to inflame their refent- 
ments ? Is not their cordial attachment to us, 
and their reliance on our wifdom and juftice, 
defirable and neceflfary? And without iJiefe Ihall 
we look for order and obedience, in that coun- 
try, with more propriety than in this ? 

Vain, I am afraid, will be an appeal to you, 
on the principles of prudence, wifdom, and juf- 
tice ; not one ray of thefe having appeared in 
your whole fyftem for America. You have 
deemed it unworthy the charadter of a great and 
wife man, to forego an opinion once adopted. 

s 2 On 
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On the afFairs of America you arc therefore 
perpetually to harangue, inftcad of reafoning, 
to aflert inflead of proving, to inveigh inftead 
of advifing. While you endeavoured to exaf- 
perate others, you have fired yourfelf. You 
therefore look towards America through an in- 
flamed medium, in which every fentiment and 
?i6tion of that people, turn their complexion, 
and appear mod monftrous ; big with difaffec- 
tion, dilbbedicnce, fedition and treafon. But 
give mc leave to tell you, that you are deceived 
by fiftioris of your own creation. In oppofing 
the univerfal fenfe and rights of the Americans^ 
you are combating infuperable obftacles. The 
caufe of America (lands on the unalterable rights 
of men, a due fenfe of which will animate the 
laft drop of their blood to ftruggle againft in- 
juftice and oppreflion. So animated, the bitter- 
nefs of your malice will be poured out againft 
them in vain \ the heat of your wrath will be 
kindled without efFcft. It may indeed produce 
a convulfion which no good man would wifli, 
but which, unhappily for mankind, bad men 
have it too often in their power to excite. Yet 
America will rife fuperior to their efforts.— Aii?r/^j 
fpfundo^ fulchrior evenit. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS, 
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q-o the D of G . 

February lo, 1770, ' 

IN a very auguft Aflembly, on a late folemn 
occafion, you was pleafed to affert, that 
" Colonel L would have had the majo- 

" rity of votes at the Eleflion for Middlefex^hzd 
" not the virtuous and honeft Freeholders been 
" awed and intimidated from attending, by the 
*' fear of their lives." My L— d, you furely 
did not expe<5l, that an aflertion fo injurious and 
unjuft; would pafs unnoticed or unrefuted. But 
you would hazard any future infamy of detec- 
tion, for the prefent advantage of deceiving. 
It almoft gives me pain, indeed, to treat you 
as you merit; becaufe it muftincreafe that load 
of juft cenfurc, which has already borne you down 
to almoft the loweft degree of humiliation and 
contempt. 

But let us bring this aflertion to the teft of 
fa5i^ againft which you have been wreftling thro* 
the whole courfe of a miferable adminiftration, 
and examine what reafon there was for appre- 
henfion of violence from the friends of Mr 
mikes. 

Among the bafe and innumerable falflioods 
which the hireling m'aligners of other mens re- 
putations, and blanchers of your's, have framed, 

they 
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they have not charged the death of any one per- 
fon, to the moft outrageous mob that your def- 
potic conduct ever railed. Even when a fet of 
mercenary merchants carried the honour and dig- 
nity of this great city to public proftitution, the 
rcfentment of the populace went no farther than 
breaking the fhins of Scotchmen. When too, 
after the fcenes of violence and bloodflied, which 
minifterial management had introduced at Brent- 
ford^ the defpicable Dingley was appointed to 
bear your arbitrary ftandard againft the banners 
of free ele6lion, what aftual injury did he fuC^ 
tain ? He, it is true, like your G— — e, awed 
by the terrors of a guilty confcience, fhrunk 
from the trial and abandoned his poft. But hi J 
fears were not to be interpreted as real dangers ; 
and I ftiall be extremely forry if your apprched- 
fions prove as groundlefs as his. 

Again,, when you brought forth your aban^ 
doned champion, what caufe of intimidation 
then appeared, or what Englijhmen were thofe 
who could be deterred, by their own groundleft 
apprehenfions, from exerting this important 
truft ? Was you aware of the compliment you 
paid, in this aflertion, to the fpirit of your 
friends in Middle/ex ? or were they fatisfied^ 
from your previous declaration, that a brave 

and virtuous majority in the H of C— — ^, 

would, under the aufpices of your G e, elect 

the man whom they deferted ? In truth, you 
did not hazard any offence to your friends; 

fince 
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(jnce both they and their fears were equally the 
creatures of your G-..-^e's embelliftiing imagi- 
nation. 

It is the friends of liberty whom, by imputa- 
tion, you have thus IhamefuUy traduced, to whom 
you intended and have given the offence. And 
let me tell your Grace, that there is not a free- 
holder of them all, who, ftanding upon equal 
ground with you, would not retort this foul af* 
perfion in your teeth. Not even the pooreft of 
thofe freeholders, whom you and your bafe ad-, 
vocates, forgetting every principle of our free 
conftitution, and the dignity of Englijhmeny have 
dared to call the bafe-borriy plebeian fcum of the 
earthy has deferVed this calumny of being re- 
puted a murderer, (for this your words import,) 
or would bear it from you. 

Your G c may think I treat you freely. 
When you treat freemen with indignity, you 
muft expeft to be cenfured with freedom. An4f 
weigh the matter fairly, where is the ground pf 
your pride ? Your title flows from the vices of 
an abandoned Prince; thcir*s, from the virtue of 
their fathers. What wonder then, if I hold theqx 
more facred in the virtuous poflefTion of a gene- 
rous birthright, than you in the proftituted ho- 
nours. of a fpurious nobleman ? Remember, my 
L— d, that title and high birth do not give, 
but infer honour, dignity, and virtue. And 
when you fhew yourfelf deftitute of thefe, fpite 
of your pride, you muft, in the eftimation of 

every 
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every honeft man, fink below the level of the 
untitled and ignobly born. 

I have fhewn how groundlefs your charge is^ 
of intimidation coming from thofe who, in de- 
fpight of alt minifterial influence, efpoufed the 
caufe of liberty. Let us now fee, whether you 
and your aflbciates, in faft, (land equally ex- 
cufed. Who was it then, my gracious L— d, 
who let loofe a ruthlefs band of hired ruffians 
on thofe freeholders who fupported the caufe 
of freedom at the election of Mr Glyn ? Who 
was it, my good L— d, who, when thefe mur- 
derers were fairly tried, convi6ted and con- 
demned, advifed his M y to extend to 

their atrocious crimes his r 1 mercy ? And 

this, by fetting up the fliameful opinion of fome 
unfworn Court-Surgeons, above the verdids of 
three legal Juries ; and the awful fentence of a 
Court. Was not here caufe of intimidation to 
the popular party, when they beheld their fel- 
low freeholders of the fame fentiment, butchered 
by hired ruffians, and the murderers fcreened 
from all ptinifhment, by the moft unprecedented 
extenfion of mercy, in defiance of the laws of 
the land, and of the univerfal cries of juftice ? 
But the freeholders of Middle/ex, with the fpirit 
of Englijhmen^ confcious of the goodnefs of their 
caufe, went, fearlefs and unawed by all the ter- 
rors you held forth, to fupport their rights, and 
to reiterate their former choice. 

My 
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My L— -d, you pretend, that you had good 
information to warrant your aflertion. From 
whom did your information come ? F'rom the, 
feathered coxcomb who is your reprefentativej or 

from a quondam maitre d* hotel to Sir G. O e, 

and an American Governor, now the felf-im- 
portant advocate for America^ when the Miniftry 
will permit him? Ov was it from the fage Maf- 
tcr in Chancery, who wasj under your direc- 
tion, one of the honourable conilituents of this 
errant-knight ? From fuch fources your G" ■■ e 
muft have drawn the pureft intelligence-, and 
truly, my L— -d, your information bears the 
genuine refemblance of its chafte original. 

Indeed, my L— d, thefe refources will not 
fcrve you long. The enchantment is broken^ 
that Treafurer's wand, which fpread a glory round 
you, to make knaves adulate, and fools applaud. 
Your G_€ muft look for fome other enchant- 
ment -, and, by my advice, you will fcek it only 
in wifdom and in virtue. For it is not in folly 
to commend, or knavery to praife in any^ but 
in -a Minifter^ fuch fophiftry as is at once con- 
temptible and wicked. Much, indeed, do I 
fear, that your blood is too much corrupted to 
admit of any remedy, but from that inftrument 
which a feries of broken faith and violated rights 
drew do wn^ injuftice, on the neck of your ill- 
fated anceftor. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 
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^Defence of a late PROTEST. 

March 3y 1770. 

A Writer, under the fignature of Meffala^ had 
lately favoured us with his fentiments on 
an important determination in a certain Houfe^ 
which he modeftly hopes is a compleat aniWer to 
alate Proteft. He offers his ideas, as thofe of 
ah impartial man ^ and in the true fpirit of Court 
Impartialifts, denominates thofe w1k> differ from 
bim, pretended Patriots ; and their arguments 
he terms the vehement mifi of faSim and prefu^ 
diee. To an impartial man, they who differ 
with him in fentiment, will appear to be mif- 
ttikefn, not prejudiced ( and it is the ftiongeft 
mark of prejudice in ourfelws, to fuppofe our 
opponents neceffarily under its influence ; as in 
the eye of an intoxicated man, every other per- 
&n feefias to be reeling aod inebriated. 
• Yet I am far from thinking Mejfala is under 
any prejudice in this matter, for prejudice m- 
fcrs fome degree of honefty, I mean only to 
fliew how ill he fullains the impartial charaftcf 
he has aflumed. Neither will I imitate him in 
profelTing.what I do not feel; but will candidly 
declare, that I am an advocate for the rights c^ 
the people, againfl the unconftitutional views 
of an hypocritical C^— — I, and the ufurpation 
of a corrupt H. of C. 

Having 
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Having thus placed Meffala and myfelf in a 
true light, I proceed to examine thofe redoubted 
arguments, which he has the vanity to deem a 
complete anfwer to a Proteft, the moft momen? 
toys in its (ubjeA, and the graveft in argument^ 
that was ever yet offered to the conHderation of 
this great and wife people. 

We are told, in the firft place, that it is an 
eftablifhed maxim of government, that abfblute 
authority muft be placed in fomc department of 
the State, and chat our three eftatcs of Pariia- 
ment, coUedtively taken, are vefted with this abl 
folute authority. Let us, for the fake of argu^ 
ment, allow thefe. pofitions to be undeniablet 
and we fliall find him in the very next fentence 
fubvert his own maxim. For here it is aflerted» 
that each eftate of Parliament has .claimed and 
cxercifed an abfolute power. Now therefore ia*- 
ftead of one abfolute body, we have four y ib 
that the boafted conltitution of England^ fo far 
from being free, is a multiplied defpotifm, and 
the three eftates of this realm, in the place of 
being, what they were intended, fuch checks on 
one another as to prevent tyranny from exiiling 
anywhere, are three feparate, independent, cck 
cxifting, abfolute bodies. Hence the people at 
large are the flaves of the three eftates collec- 
tively, and of each eftate individually. Our con- 
ftitution, therefore, was npt formed to fecure the 
liberty of the fubjeft for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, and the exclufion of defpotic power j but 
T z to 
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to eftablifli this many-headed monfter of a fouN 
fold defpotifm. 

Where was it Mejfala found this blefled idea 
of our conftitution ? Not in Locke^ nor in MiU 
tofiy nor, in Sidney^ nor even in Montefquieu*. 
Perhaps he borrowed it from that magniloquent 
Penfionary, who, immured within the dirty walls 
of his own habitation, frames from his fponta-- 
neity^ imaginary modes of procuring Petitions, and 
Ipreading Falfe Alarms. 

But Mejfala thinks he has mended the matter 
by adding, that thq abfolute power cxercifed by 
each party, is in matters which concern them- 
felves. This is a pretended, not a real reftric- 
tion, of their arbitrary power ; becaufe they will 
be the only judges of what matters concern 
themfelves. He has aflcrted this in another 
place, where he fays, " The C ■ ■ s fhould 
f « be allowed to be the beft, as they jtre the only 
*^ judges of their rights and privileges, as a 
«f bpdy/- So that if ever they are inclined to 
cxercife defpotic power, they have only to deter- 
mine it a matter which concerns themfelves ; and 
however fubverfive it may be of the law of th« 
land, of the unqueftionable principles of the con- 
ftitution, of the rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple, and of the other branches of the Legiflature, 

we. 

* He, though a Frenchman^ has declared ; that the Englijb 
is the only Nation in the world, which has made ei*gil 
or political Liberty the end of their con^tutipn. S^ ^^ 
rfXavfs. 
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w€ muft all fubmit to it in filence, or Mejfala 
will tell us, " it is a matter of internal order^' 
♦' into which no man, or body of men, have 
♦' a right to inquire/' This is the doftrine by 
which Mr L" ■ ■> fits in the Hi>— — Let -us 
then only fuppofe it continued^ as it has begun ; 
the C— t has a majority, no matter how ac- 
quired, that majority expel their chief opponents, 
that expulfion incapacitates ; Court Candidates 
are fent forth to ftand ajgainft' thofe who are ex- 
pelled, they have a few votes, and upon thofc 
are admitted into the ■ ■■ as legally chofen. 

With this mode of eleiftion, how long will that 
H— — be the reprefentative of the p-— .e ; or 
who could devife a more eafy and expeditioiis 
method of depriving the people of their only 
fhare in the Legiflature, through their repre- 
fentative, and their 'only fecurity againft arbi- 
trary and illegal government ? 

From this fair view of the fubjeft, it muft 
be nianifeft to every impartial reader, that the 
protefting L— dshave, with perfect propriety, 
declared the proceedings, of the Lower H— ~c 
to be, ** an injury to the Eleftors of Great Bri- 
*' tain^ a maft dangerous ufurpation upon the 
^' rightsof the people, which, by fapping the 
" fundamental principles of this government, 
^* threatens its total diflblution.** 

Mejfala has incautioufly dropt an obfervation, 
which fhould furnifli to the breaft of every man, 
$he ftrongeft reafon for condemning the meafure 

which 
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which he fupports. It is that ^* defpotic views 
** arc inconfiftent with bodies fubjeft to change." 
It is certwnly fo, and therefore every friend to 
Liberty ought to wilh to keep the Members of 

the H— e of C ■ s fubjeft to change, 

by depending on the people for their re-elec« 
don, and not on the Crown, or on a corrupt 
■■... » as in the cafe before us, bribed to the 
views of the Crown. Defpotifm will always be 
to the prejudice of the people, and in favour 
of the Crown-, therefore thofe who depend on 
them will ever oppofe it; the dependents on 
thai will always efpoufe it. It is upon this prin- 
ciple in our conftitution, that the people have, 
by their reprefentatives freely chofcn by them- 
lelves, a (hare in the government. Should they 
ioie this right of election, by the ufurpation of 
any other body whatever, they lofe their fhare 
in the Legiflature, and their liberties are gonQ 
for ever. 

But this writer faiences us at once, by a piece 
of logic, as juft as it is decifivc. •' Let it be illc-r 
•* gal, or not," fays he, " it is done, cannot be 
^* altered, and there is an end of it. The H— e 
** cannot refcind their own judicial refolutions.*' 
This is his reafon. When we are to inquire 
kito the legality of this refolution, we are told, 
it is a matter of internal order, with which nd 
one elfe is concerned. But when it is to be re-^ 
fcinded, it is then a judicial refolution, which, 
as it concerns otherg, the li " " C itfelf muft 

|K>t 
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not revife. So puzzled in the extreme am thde 
unhappy men, that they are obliged to give this 
queftion all the Ihapes of Proteus ; hoping, that 
in fome crfthem, it will flip from the judgment 
of mankind, and elude the iearch of reaibn, and 
of truth. 

It is really ridiculous to fee, to what miferable 
fliifts the advocates for this meafure are driven* 
Firft, they fupported it with the greatefl: confi- 
dence on precedent ; but enquiry having proved, 
that there is not one precedent for it, and fome 
tiie reverie ; Meffda now tells us, the Hi ■■ e 
may make a precedent. And what is his rea* 
fon ? why, becaufe wife judges, with a toMt 

limited authority than the H e of C ■ s» 

may decide according to confcience, where nei* 
ther precedents or ftatutes apply. Admittmg 
this, is it any reafon for their deciding contrary 
to precedent and law ? Does he know any Court 
that has this power ? But this is the point in 
queftion-, for it is aflerted that the — — of- 
have decided contrary to law ; therefore the dis- 
cretionary powers vefted in Courts, to fupply 
the defers of law, are foreign to the queftion. 
- " In a judicial capacity," continues this wraer, 
" a Court may commit an errovy but cannot be 
" guilty of an illegality. ^^ There never was a 
pofition more abfurd or more untrue. Are not 
the Judges fworn to determine according to law ? 
Does not this prove that they are capable of de- 
ciding contrary^ to law s and what is a decifion 

contrary 
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C6ntrary to law, but an illegality ? Wert riot the! 
Courts which tried and fentenced Lord Rujfel^ 
and Colonel Sidn^^ competent and judicial ; yet 
were not their proceedings illegal, and moft fo^ 
kmnly pronounced to be fo at the Revolution ? 
So that nothing is more manifeft than th<; re-< 
verfe of that propofition ; and that a Court, in 
a judicial capacity^ may and has been guilty of 
an illegality. 

" In vain," fays Meffala^ «' has the decifion 
** on the Middle/ex Eleftion been c^led illegal, 
*< as the H- ■ ■■ c has the fole right to inquire 
«* into matters of elcdlion.** Never furely was 
there fuch a reafon given for any aflertion. The 
H-i— e cannot decide illegally, becaufe they 
only are to decide. How are they to decide ? 
According to law, are they nqt ? Suppofing then 
the law to be known, as that a Nonjuror, fuch 
as the author of the Falfe Alarm^ (hall not fit in 
die-H— e, and yet they admit him ; fliall we 
fay this decifion is legal, becaufe they only have 
a right to inquire into matters of eleftion ? Can 
any thing be more abfurd ? Neither is it true, 
that in matters of election, the H— — c has the 
fole right of inquiry. , I can produce, fuch au- 
thorities to the contrary, as will, I am fure, con- 
vince every impartial reader ; however little they 
may zStOiMeJfala and his friends. The cafe of 
Jfloby and White is a fignal inftance of this right 
being called in queftion, and proved moft un- 
controvcrtibly, by the grcatcft. conftitutional 

] lawyers. 
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kwycrs,. and firmeft friends to the Revolutidn, 
with which this countfy was ever blefled, to \f6 
uncohftitucional, and a dangerous ufurpaticm ori 
the rights of the people. My Lord Samers, it 
is well known, flood at the head of the Lords 
when they queftioned this illegal proceeding of^ 
the Commons ^ in cortfequence of which^ that 
Parliament was in the end diflblvdd, 

A fimilar and decilive inftance is of later 
date : In 1745, judgment was given in the Court 
of Common Pleas, in favour of SirTF. fF. Wynn^i 
againft Middleton^ Sheriff of Denbigbjhirey for si 
falfe return. The Houfe of Commons had ad- 
judged the return legal. A writ of error was 
brought upon this decifion of the Houfe of 
Commons, for reverfing the judgment of the 
Court. It was argued, fays the reporter, Ser- 
jeant IFilfon^ three times, in the moft folemn 
manner, when the judgment was affirmed. My 
Lord Chief Juflice Wtlls^ in his argument oii 
the writ of error, has thefe moft remarkable ^j^ 
words ; '* We are not bound by law, to take 
*' notice, from time to time, of the particular 
** refolutions of the Houfe 'of Commons^ who of 
*« themfelves cannot iw^^^ a law. I declare for 
** myfelf, that I never will be bound by any de- 
^* termination of the Houfe of Commons, againft 
" bringing an aftion at common law, for afalfe, 
•* or a double return, and the party injured may 
** proceed in TFefttntnifter-Hdll^ notwithftanding 
*^ any order of the Houfe. For the Members 
^ \J "are 
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*« arc not upon oath, nor can they adminifter 
*« an oath to witnefles ; and it would be very 
*^ extraordinary to fay, that we who are Judges 
^' upon oath, fhould be bound by the deteroH* 
** nation of perfons not upon oath. In trying 
^ fuch actions for a falfe return, I would pay 
*^ ^ great regard to the determination of the 
" Houfe ; but I would go on." 

Thefc inftances, though there are many more, 
fufficiently difprove the aflertion of MefalOj that 
the H— — e of C. has the fole right to inquire 
into matters of eledion. 

I mud now take the liberty of inftrufting this 
writer a little, in a point of hiftory. ** Our fa- 
*« thers," fays he, " expelled a whole race of 
" Kings, for interfering with the Commons." 
When he reads that tranfadlion with proper ac-» 
curacy, he will find the fad to be^ that our fa- 
thers expelled a whole race of Kings, for at- 
tempting to fubvert the free conftitution of tbif 
kingdom, and to bring the people under an ab- 
folute government -, and I fincercly hope their 
fons will expel any race of — , that (hall prer 
fume to make a fimilar attempt. The Hauir 
of Commons being true to the triifl: repofed io 
them, were, as they ought to be, the re^ 
fpedable head of the people in this moft iwdr 
able proceeding. But let not Mejfala and his 
friends deceive diemfelves, by imagining, that 
though one- part of this community Ihouldhfi- 
.tray their trujfl:, and ftab tfae caufc .of liberty ami 

'of 
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of the conftitution, the nation at large will there- 
fore abandon it. There is a vital and invincible 
Ipirit of liberty in every part of this empire, 
which will be fatal to thofe who attempt to vio- 
late their conftitutional rights. The people well 
know, that defpotifm, however introduced, iai 
equally deteftable ; that there are many ways of 
obtaining the fame end ; and though the method 
Ihould at any time be different from that of the 
tyrannical StuartSy they will not therefore he- 
fitate to oppofc it. They are as little inclined 
to admit fix hundred tyrants, as our fathers were 
to fuffcr one. They have read of the Decemviri 
of Romey the Two Hundred at Athens^ and the 
Senate c^ Venice \ and they think the flavery of 
the people was more miferable under them, than 
in general under any individual tyrants. So in- 
formed, and fo determined, it may well be 
hoped, that if ever an attempt fhould be made 
to enflave this nation, through its reprefenta- 
tives, the attempt will recoil with vengeance!! 
upon the heads of thofe who make it. 

We come now to the laft argument, in fup-" 
port of this decifion on the Mddlefex £•— . 
This, it is faid, being the judicial decifion of a 
Court, cannot be reverfed without a breach of 
public faith. A little before, this proceeding 
was pronounced to be a matter of internal order, 
merely concerning themfelvcs, and therefore 
with which the public had no right to interfere. 
It was a point of principle, in whiclv the H-^c 
u 2 ^nly 



[ 148 i 
only was to judge. But now it is a matter of 
ftich public concern, that the H-r— e itfelf 
cannot meddle with it, without injuftice to the 
public. Having thus intrenched the ppbjic 
with abfurdities, the writer flattered himfelf, 
that he had effeftually fhut it up from an in- 
quiry. But he is deceived, and fhall neither 
perplex us with his inconfiftencies,, nor delude 
us with his falfe and iraudful notions- of ho- 
nour. 

When is the dignity and honour of a Court 
difgraced? Then, when that Court decides in 
violation of public right and public juftice j 
not when it reverfes that decifion : then, when 
influenced by the moll corrupt motives, they 
betray the trull repofed in them y not when they 
redrefs the injury arifing from that violated faith. 

Even admitting it to be an error only, if that 
error is big with confequences moft fatal to 
that facred con^itutjon which we are bound to 
preferve ^t every hazard ; ihall we fit manacled 
by common forms, and fee the ruin fpread with^ 
out interpofing to avert deftruftion ? When a 
boufc is in flames, dp we hefitate to favp the reft 
by pulling down thofe that are adjoining, bcr 
caufe, in the common courfe of things, it would 
be injurious and unjpft ? And (hall .we interpofc 
with lefs zeal to faye the conftitution from, ruin, 
than to preferve a ftreet from fire ? 
. We are to confider then the nature of this. dc« 
cifion, its tendency, and the confequences it is 

likely 
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likdyto prockicc. If thcfe are evidently great 
and ruinous, he who advifes us to fufier them 
rather than difpenfe with ordinary forms,, is 
aftuated by the ignorance of a fool, or the art 
of a villain* 

The fadt is, that this decifion concerns every 
freeholder of Britain as much as the H— — p 
of C. s. Yet Mefala aflerts, that it turns 

upon a point of privilege. He has made it turn 
on every point of the political compafs, and it 
will reft on none ; for it is forced and fraudu- 
lent. But if the do£lrine involved in all dtf^. 
be, that the privileges of the H- e mufl: be 
founded and maintained in the fubverfion of the 
rights of the freeholder ; it is a dodrine which 
every freeholder in the kingdom ought, in his 
own perfon, to refift. I maintain it, that every 
freeholder is bound to rcfift every fuch attempt 
in his own perfon, and to the laft drop of his 
blood. 

^s long as their decifions operate within their 
own walls, there let them reft; but when they 
go forth among the people, trample upon their 
rights, and tear up property by its roots, the 
franchife of freehold, fuch decifions muft be re* 
fcinded, or our conftitution and all its "boafted 
liberties muft perifh. 

From comparing fentiments and ftyle, it feems 
to me, that the author of this Piece and of the 
Jmerican ContTOwcrfyj is the fame perfon/. He 
is endeavouring, for I cannot think any other 

perfon 
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peHbn would take the trouble, to ipread his per- 
riicious fophiftry againft America^ by publifhing 
his unread pamphlet, in cxtrafts, under certain* 
fignatures in the daily papers. Having endea- 
voured to fupport the right of the H c of 

C— s to an abfolute and unconftitutional 

power over th< people di America^ it was per- 
ftftly conliftent to veft them whh the fame au- 
tfiority over the people of Great Britain. Ufur- 
pation knows no bounds, and the fpirit of def- 
potifm is for ever unfatisfied. When the re- 
jfrcfentative freedom of the Colonies was firft 
iriurpcd by a certain Body here, wife men fore- 
fkw, that the fame ufurpation would be at- 
tempted in Great Britain. The event has juf- 
tified the apprehenlion. Every honeft man is 
convinced, that the caufe of America is the com- 
mon caufe of the realm ; that both countries 
have the fame complaint, the fame foes, and 
therefore claim the fame friends. 

Upon the whole, it muft appear to every can- 
did mind, that the arguments oi Meffala are con- 
tfadiftory, deceiving, and dangerous. That the 
queftion is not about the privileges of the H— c 
of C-— s, but the rights, the facred rights of 
the freeholders of Great Britain. That thefe 
rights have been violated by a late celebrated 
decifion •, which is, therefore, unjuft. That an 
illegal decifion ought in juftice to be refcinded ; 
and this the more immediately, the more dan- 
gerous it may be. That the voting Mr L*— -1 

into 
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into the H— -e^ qontrary to a majority of legal 
votes upon the poll, is alTuming a power which 
the conftitution never gave, and which cannot 
be cxercifcd but to its mortal injury. For, as 
the Proteft moft wifely obferves, " If ever this 
" pretended power (hould come to be exercifed 
" to the full extent of the principle, that Houfe 
" will be no longer the reprefentative of the 
*' people, but a feparate body, altogether inde- 
*' pendent ofthem,felf-exifl:ing and felf-eleded." 
To this fatal iflue does this d— — n diredlly lead, 
than which a greater calamity can never befifd 
us, except one, and that is, a tame fubmijfton to 
its exercife. For we fhall then miferably find, 
inftead of one tyrant^ which our fathers oppofed 
in the Houfe of Stuart ^ fix hundred in the H/ 
ofH— r. 



JUNIUS AMERICANUS. 
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